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Abstract 

This thesis examines the causes of the conflict in the western Sudanese region of 

Darfur within the context of the crisis of the post-colonial African state. The Sudan’s 

political instability, recurrent civil wars and crisis of identity provide an important 

context for understanding the pressures which motivated Darfur’s rebels to take-up 

arms against the government in 2003.  

 

The thesis argues that the crisis of the African state that has unfolded since 

independence is a basis for contextualizing the conflict in Darfur. The crisis of the 

African state is explained by exploring the colonial legacies and the international 

trajectories which have shaped the decisions made by political actors at the national 

and local levels. Colonial legacies are important markers for the post-colonial state in 

Africa but those legacies have been influenced by powerful post-colonial forces 

including the cold war, the 1970s economic crash, and neo-liberalism and the African 

economic disaster that followed.  

 

The Sudanese post-colonial state and politics have been profoundly affected by 

colonial legacies and international factors but the conflict in Darfur is still inextricably 

entangled within questions of state-power and national identity which have been 

recurring problems in the Sudan. The thesis integrates Darfur into the wider 

machinations and dynamics of Sudanese politics to explain what influence Darfur has 

had on the questions of state-power and national identity, as well as how Darfur has 

been influenced by those same issues. Wider international forces also play a role but 

the vital piece in understanding the conflict is located in the changes to state-power 

and national-identity that occurred with the rise of the Islamist movement that 
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captured state power in the Sudan in the 1990s and the fracturing of the movement in 

1999/2000.  

 

The part played by the Islamist state and the politics that followed the demise of the 

Islamist state is the crucial final piece in forming a fuller appreciation of what led to 

the war in Darfur.  
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