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SYNOPSIS 

This study investigated music experiences for toddlers in an Australian 

daycare centre. Music is an area of the early childhood curriculum that is often 

limited in scope or almost absent for the toddler playrooms in some settings as 

practitioners often feel ill-equipped to plan and implement appropriate experiences. 

The goal of this investigation was to determine the kinds of music experiences that 

were appropriate for toddlers, practicable within demands of a busy playroom, and 

potentially feasible for staff in daycare centres, without specialised musical training, 

to implement. 

A Toddler Music Program, based on research literature and current good 

practice in early childhood music education, was developed by the researcher. The 

Program was then implemented by the researcher and the staff team in a daycare 

playroom for ten months. Qualitative data related to the implementation process were 

collected as the toddlers participated in a variety of music experiences: music as part 

of care giving routines, play involving music, and sociable music experiences. Field 

notes collected during the project were used in compiling a series of vignettes to 

illustrate how the toddlers and also the staff members in the playroom responded to 

these types music experiences. Additionally an evaluation of the program and its 

implementation was undertaken using qualitative methods. The evaluation examined 

the impact of the program on the children, staff and parents in the centre. 

The evaluation highlighted many benefits of this new approach to music for 

toddlers in daycare playrooms. There were positive outcomes for the children and 

staff involved. The importance of a planned musical environment and the role of 

parents in supporting toddlers' musical growth are also examined. Some 

implications for practice in Australian daycare centres and directions for future 

research were also considered. 
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