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A B S TR A C T

This thesis is a s t u d y  of the r e c e n t  h i s t o r y  

and e t h n o g r a p h y  of the R o r o  pe ople - A u s t r o n e s i a n -  

spe ake rs  w ho live in the v i c i n i t y  of Yu l e  I s l a n d  abo ut 

100 mi les north wes t of Port M or e s b y .  It s h o w s that, 

like t hei r n e i gh b ou rs  the Mek eo,  R or o  h a ve  an a u t h o r i t y  

str u ct ur e th at d i ff e r s c o n s i d e r a b l y  f ro m  the bi g m a n  

sys tems c o m m o n ly  a s c r i b e d  to M e l a n e s i a  in th at it is 

based on h e r e d i t a r y  chi efs and s o r c e r e r s .

The do cu me nt  i nd i c a te s  some of the ch a n g e s  that 

have t a k e n  place as Ro r o l e a d e r s h i p  and laws ha v e  b e e n  

s u b o r d i n a t e d  to a w i d e r  polity, and as t h e y  h a ve  come to 

de p e nd  on m o n e y  r at he r t h a n  s o l e l y  on the r e so u r c e s  th e y 

o bt a ined  locally or t h r o ug h  trad e wi t h  t h e i r  n ei g h b ou r s .

In pa r ti c u l a r it shows the l e s s e ni n g  of c e r e mo n i a l ,  of 

c h iefl y prestige, and of p e o pl e ' s  d e p e n d e n c e  on c hiefs 

for i ni ti a t iv e  and re s o u r c e s .

Des p it e  the c hange s, h owe ver,  the R o r o t r a d i t i o n a l  

belief s ys te m has r e m a i n e d  l a r g e l y  int act, in p a r t i c u l a r  

belief in the power of s o r c e r y  has e n a b l e d  c hiefs  to r e t a i n  

c on tr ol  de sp i t e their w a n i n g  pr e st ige  and co m n o n e r  

a s se r t i o n s  that they are not d o i n g  t h ei r jobs.

F i n a l l y  the the sis s ho ws the imp a c t  of the open ing 

of the road b e t w e e n  B e r e i n a  and Port M o r e s b y  in 1973.

It has br o u gh t  new Life to the v i l l a g e  in that people can  

now t r avel ea si ly  b e t w e e n  t o w n  and c oun try, and those 

w o r k i n g  in Mo r es b y  can  r e t u r n  ho me o ft e n w i t h  m o n e y  and

news. But the road has a l s o opened new o p p o r t u n i t i e s  

for e n t re p r e n e u r i a l  e n t e r p r i s e s  such  as t r a n s p o r t  and 

tra de st or es .  The final part of the t he s is  exam ine s some 

of the problems faced by t h e s e ve ntures, p a r t i c u l a r l y  the 

fears and guilt a r is ing  out of t he c l a sh  b e t w e e n  a growing, 

lar gely un p e r c e i v e d  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  and d e p e n d e n c e  on 

money, as again st t r a d i t i o n a l  v a l u e s  th at stress equal 

access to reso urces  and tha t p r es tig e  an d sta tus are 

no r m a l l y  co n v ey e d  only  b y  bir th. T he se v a l u e s  are 

s u pp o r t e d  by stro ng p e r s i s t i n g  fe a rs of s o rc ery .
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Introducti on

N a b u a p a k a  is a small  co as t al  v i l l a g e  a b o ut  

100 km n or th we st  of Port M o r e s by .  The pe o pl e  sp eak 

a dia lec t of Roro, an A u s t r o n e s i a n  l a ng u ag e  w h i c h  th ey  

share wit h over 700 0 other p eo pl e  livin g in 15 v i ll a g e  

co mpl exes  on either side of the A n g a b u n g a  Del ta.

S in ce  the latter par t of the n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  

they have be e n s u bj e ct e d to the i n f l u e n c e s  of the 

M i s s i o n a r ie s  of the S a c r e d  He a rt ,  the L o n d o n  M i s s i o n  

Society, and a C ol o ni a l g o v e r n m e n t  w h o s e  m e t h o d s  

in c lu d ed r eg ul at i ons  that i n v a d e d  e v e r y  n o ok  and c r a n ny  

of v ill a ge  affairs w i t h  c o e r c i ve  t h r ea t s  of i m p ri s o n m e n t  

or fines for n on - c o m pl i a n c e .

D es p it e the c h an ges  t h a t  h a v e  s t e m m e d  fr om  these 

influe nce s, the e v e ry d a y  life of the v i l l a g e  c on t in u es  

to revolv e around the r h y t h m  of the tides, the m o o n  and 

the seasons, obedienc e to t h e i r  chi e fs  a nd  b e l i e f  in the 

e ff i c ac y  of magic and s or ce r y . In r e c e n t y e a rs  a n u m b er  

of m en have  a t tempted to e s t a b l i s h  s m a l l - s c a l e  b u s i n e s s e s  

such as t ra d e- s to r e s  and t r a n s p o r t  v e n t u r e s .

The r e s e a r c h :

This thesis is b a s e d on over 20 m o n t h s  of f i e l d ­

w o r k  in the Roro area b e t w e e n  June 1973 and F e b r u a r y  1977. 

The m aj or  period was fr o m Ju ne  *73 to J u n e  '74, fo l l o w e d 

by shor ter periods of 8 to 12 w ee k s ea ch  at the ends of 

1974, 197 5 and 1977. In a d d i t i o n  I was a ble  to visit 

N a bu a p a k a  a number of t imes  d u r i ng  1975, a l t h o u g h  not 

n or m a ll y  for more t h a n  two or three days at a time, w h il e 

1 was t ea ch i ng at the U n i v e r s i t y  of P a pua N ew Guinea.

1 first met the R or o e a rl y  in 19 65  w h e n  the PNG 

D e pa r tm e nt  of E d u c a t i o n  s e nt  me to t e ac h  at the K a i r u k u  

J un i or  Te c h n i ca l  School, as it was t h e n called,  on 

Yule  Island. M a n y  of the s c h o o l b o y s  w e r e  f r o m n e a r by  

Roro  v i l l a g e s  on the m ai n la n d,  and d u r i n g  s ch o ol  h o li d a ys  

they often took me to th e ir homes. Later, w h il e  I was an 

u n d e r g ra d u a t e  at UP N G in Port M o r e s b y  (196 8- 1 970) , the
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Roro  s tu de n ts made me an i n te g r al  part of t h e i r  g ro u p - 

a fact for w hi c h I shall be f o r e v e r  g r a t ef u l .

D ur i n g those s ix  y ea r s my  f r ie n d s t a u g h t  me, 

in an u n s y s t em a t ic  ma nn er, a n d  w i t h o u t  m y  k e e p i n g  notes, 

m uc h a bout their s o c i et y  and  that t h ei r l ea d er s  d i f f e r e d  

f r o m  the b i g - m e n  I was l ea r n i n g  a b o u t  in my  a n t h r o p o l o g y  

classes. Rather, the R or o  have h e r e d i t a r y  ch i ef s w ho  

a cq uir e their status b y  p r i m o g e n i t u r e , and a c c e d e to 

their offices at m a j o r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  c e r e m o n i e s  a t te n d ed  

by ch ie fs and s or ce r er s f r o m  all n e i g h b o u r i n g  c o m m u n it i e s.

In 1971 H a u ' o f a  re p o r t e d  his in i ti a l f i n di n gs  

that Me k eo  too p os s e s s e d a h i g h l y  s t r u c t u r e d  l e a d e r s h i p  

ba sed on h e r e d i ta r y chiefs, and I d e t e r m i n e d  to learn 

mor e about the Roro, Thus  w h e n  the o p p o r t u n i t y  ar ose 

to take up an A u s t r a l i a n  C o m m o n w e a l t h  P o s t - G r a d u a t e  

R es e a rc h  Award, I had no d i f f i f u l t y  in d e c i d i n g  on a 

field area,

I chose N a b u a p a k a  as m y  p r i n c i p al  b as e  b e c au s e  

I a lrea d y knew  the v il lag e,  a nd  b e c a u s e  it w a s on the new 

road l inking Port M o r e s b y  an d Ber ei n a,  o p en e d  just as I 

ar riv e d in m id-1973.

In ea rli er  ye ar s w h e n  I had v i s i t e d  N a b u a  I had 

always s tayed at the home  of Paru Aih i a nd  his wife  

Taita Paru, Paru is the e l d er  b r o t h e r  of one of my 

students from K a i r u k u  Tech. W h e n  I a r r i v e d  fo r  this 

longer vi s it  he ins i st e d t h at I a g a i n  s t ay  w i t h  him and 

Taita, and my de e pe st th a nk s  are d ue to th em  for th eir 

h o s p i t a l i t y  over the y ears.

I wo rk e d  in a m i x t u r e  of E n g l i s h  an d  R o ro . M o s t  

of the y o un g me n  and w o m e n  u nd e r 35 s p e ak  e xc e l le n t  

English, as do sev er al  m u c h  ol der people, and w h il e  m y  

use of Roro improved c o n t i n u a l l y  th ere w e r e  a lw ay s  

occasions, pa rt i c u l a r l y  w h e n  e m o t i o n s  w e r e  excit ed, w h e n  

I found it n eces s ar y  to s ee k t r a ns l a t i o n s  and post hoc 

e xplana t i o n s .
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I p a r t i ci p at e d in m o s t  v i l l a g e  a f f a i r s ,  u s u a l l y  

as a m e mb e r  of the K ivo r i s u b - c l a n  w i t h  w h o m  I was 

living. Pe ople b ec a me u s e d  to m y  c o n t i n u e d  s c r i b b l i n g  

in little no teb ooks, u n d e r s t a n d i n g  that I w a s  " l e a r n i n g

about t heir c ustoms", I w as also a c t i v e l y  i n vo l v e d  in 

proj ects such as one to r e - o p e n  the v i l l a g e  C o - o p e r a t i v e  

store, and have b e e n  c o n c e r n e d  sin ce 1 9 6 9  in  the a ffai rs 

of the N a b ua  Br other s band, a s s i s t i n g  t h e m  to a cq u i r e  a 

hire p ur ch ase  a g r e e m e n t for  th eir i n s t r u m e n t s  and in 

other m at te r s.  The y o u n g  m e n  s o m e t i m e s  l ooked to me to 

mak e a r r a n g em e nt s  for t r a n s p o r t  if w e  w a n t e d  to go to a 

party in a dis tant v i l l a g e  - not b e c a u s e  t h e y  e x p e c t e d  

me to pay for the petrol , but a n t i c i p a t i n g  that I mi g h t 

have g re a t e r  s uccess in p e r s u a d i n g  the d r i v e r  to take us. 

klore than onco i n v i ta t io n s f ro m  n e i g h b o u r i n g  v i ll a ge s  to 

a socce r ma t c h or a p a r t y  ar r i v e d  a d d r e s s e d  to ”Mike Davis, 

leader of the N abua H om e  S c h o l a r s”. The  last be in g  the 

terrc by w h i c h  v illa ge y o u t h s  r ef e r to t h e m s e l v e s .

The aims

F r o m  the start m y  i n t e n t i o n s  in this s t u d y  have 

be e n  b r o a dl y  et h n o gr aphi c. In m y  o r ig i na l  pr o po s al  I 

stated  that I w i s he d  to cen tr e my r e s e a r c h  on t r a d i t i o n a l  

lead er ship,  in part b e c a u s e  the R o r o  a u t h o r i t y  st r u c t u r e  

of h e r e d i t a r y  chief s and s o r c e r e r s ,  like t h at of the 

klekeo, d iff ers from the b i g - m a n  s y s t e m s  p o p u l a r l y  as c r i b e d  

to nuch of the r e m a i n de r  of Pa pu a  N e w  G ui ne a , but also 

bec au se  I w as  i n t e r e st e d in its r e l e v a n c e  or oth er wi s e  

to in no vat ion s  such as L o ca l G o v e r n m e n t  C o u n c i l s  and the 

d e v e l o p m e n t  of b u si n e s s  e n t e r p r i s e s .  In this, the 

open ing of the Iliritano H i g h w a y  li nkin g the B o r o  and M e k e o  

to the N a t i o n a l  C a p i ta l w as a lso s i g n i f i c a n t  (M onsel l- 

Davis 1973:2 -3; 18).

This thesi s then, c e n t r e d  l a r g e l y  on a sin gle v i ll a ge ,  

Na b ua p ak a , is in t en d e d to show some of the c ha n g e s  that 

have t ak e n place in the 100  y ears or so since the Roro 

first e n c o u nt e r e d  E u ro p e a n s .  Du r i n g  thi s time the
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c ol onia l a u t h o r it i es  have s u b o r d i n a t e d  R o r o  l eade rs and 

laws to the w id er  polity, and a t t e m p t e d  to h a r n e s s  t he i r 

ene rgie s  to the needs of the c e n t r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t h r o u g h  

the i m p o s i t i o n  of c o m p u l s o r y  p l ant i ng , c a r r y i n g  a nd 

taxation. In the pro c es s  the Roro  h a v e  b e e n  t r a n s f o r m e d  

from a po l i t i c a l l y  and e c o n o m i c a l l y  a u t o n o m o u s  peo p le  into 

a pea sant  fi s h e r - f o l k  w h o  now d e p e n d  u p o n  a c a sh  income 

for a part of their s u b s i s t e n c e .

Des pite  the c ha ng e s that have s ee n  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  

r e d u c t i o n  in the c e r e m o n i a l  and ri tu al  of the past, Ro r o 

ohi ef s have re tain e d  m uch  of t he i r a u t h o r i t y ,  p r i m a r i l y  

bec aus e of the p e o p l e’s str o ng b el i e f  in the s p ir i t u a l  

powers, p a r t i c u la r ly  s orcery, to w h i c h  c hi e fs  have  ac cess.  

This thesis indicates the s tr e n g t h  of t r a d i t i o n a l  l e a d e r s h i p  

and its bases in h e r e d i t y  and s p i r i t u a l  power, and at t e m p t s  

to show its r e l eva n c e to u n d e r s t a n d i n g  the d i f f i c u l t i e s  

su r ro u nd in g  the s m a l l - s c a l e  v i l l a g e  e n t r e p r e n e u r .

Ina smu ch  as this a c c o u n t  has a c e nt r a l  them e, t h e r e ­

fore, it is the q u e s t i o n  of w h e r e  the R o r o  s t an d  today.

They are a people w i t h  t h e i r  own h i s t o r y  and t ra d i t i o n s  w h o  

aspire to the new life of for ma l  e d u ca t io n , a dv en ture , 

m o n e y  and p o s se s si o n s that the c o l o n i a l  era o p en e d u p  for 

them. Yet the new w o r l d  s o m e t i m e s  s e ems  an e p h e m e r a l  

thing that cannot s i m p l y  be g r a f t e d  on t o the v i lla g e.

In order to u n d e r s t a n d  the f e ar s  and j e a l o u s i e s  that  

ir.ake people hesitate, and limit th eir a m b i t i o n s ,  I have 

found it ne ce s s a r y  to p rovi de  d e t a i l e d  e t h n o g r a p h i c  d e s ­

cri ptio ns to supp ort a r g u m e n t s  in later c h a p t e r s  that the 

d i f f i cu l ti e s  f aced by v i l l a g e  b u s i n e s s m e n  are a c o m b i n a t i o n  

of t h e i r  own social s t ru c t u r e  and b e l i e f  s y s t e m s  and th eir 

dea l in gs  wi t h  c ol o ni a l offi c ia ls .

This thesis as a res ult,  w h ile not s t r i c t l y  the 

"st ra ig ht  re po rt ag e"  r e c e n t l y  c a s t i g a t e d  b y  Ilinton as 

"at best of interest to a few s p ec i a l i s t s ,  and at wo rs t 

d o wnr ig ht  bo ri ng" (l980:285 ), is n e c e s s a r i l y  la rgel y 

e t h n o g r a p h i c  but m a k es r e f e r e n c e  to t h e o r e t i c a l  m a t t e r s

t h ro u gh o u t in r espe ct to va r i o u s  a s p e c t s  of R o r o  life.
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Cha p te r I sets the scene b y  d e s c r i b i n g  the Roro 

env ir on me nt  and t r a d i t i o n a l  e c o n o m y  i n c l u d i n g  their 

tra ding r elat io n s hi ps  w i t h  n e i g h b o u r i n g  c o m m u n i t i e s .

The chapte r als o b r i e f l y  i n t r o d u c e s  r e c e n t  e c on omic  

d e v e l o p m e n t s  that 1 r e t u r n  to in irore d e t a i l  in c h a p te r 8. 

Chapter 2 takes us thro u gh  the h i s t o r y  of the  Roro, 

be gi n n i n g  (in part i) w i t h  oral t r a d i t i o n  an d the st udie s  

of arch ae ol og y, ^nd leadi ng (in part II) into the ar ri v a l 

of the m is si on s and the h i s t o r y  of the p e o pl e' s  r e l a ti on s  

w i t h  the c ol on i a l  g ov e r n m e n t .  The la tter is the mor e 

s i g ni fica nt for this t hes is  as it i n d i c a t e s  th e tr ou b l e d  

nature of B or o d e a li ngs w i t h  the c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  

p a r t i c u l a r l y  as a result of e n fo r c e d  plan t in g, c a r r y i n g  

and p a r ti ci p a ti on  in e c on omic  and p o l i t i c a l  v e n t u r e s  in 

w h i c h  th ey  perc ei ved  little b e n e f i t  to t h e m s e l v e s .

Chap ter s 3 to 7 are a d et a i l e d  s t u d y  of the 

eth no gr a phy . C hapt ers 3 and 4 show  the Ro ro  l if e-ey cl e 

and the r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  s ub -cla n s.  C h a p t e r  5 

dis c uss es  l e ad e r sh ip and places  it into the g en eral  

context  of south east Papua, i n d i c a t i n g  the imp or t a nc e 

of the i n her it an c e  of m a g i c a l  powers in d e f i n i n g  a 

"c at ch me nt "  (Ryan 1974) of m e n  w h o  c ould  c o m p e t e  for 

sig n if ic an t influen ce. The process r e a c h e d  its most 

A  str uc t ur ed  at the two ex t r e m e s  of A u s t r o n e s i a n - s p e a k i n g  

ter r it o r y  on the s outh coast of Papua, w i t h  p ow e r fu l 

chi ef t a i n s h i ps  in the T r o b r i a n d  I sla nd s  to the s outh 

east, and klekeo-Roro in the nort h w es t. The them* is 

con ti nu ed in chapt er 6 w i t h  a d e t a i l e d  d i s c u s s i o n  of Roro 

rel igiou s be liefs and th ei r part in s u p p o r t i n g  the 

pol itical organ isation.

C h ap te r 7 ex am ines  d i s p u t e se t t l e m e n t ,  s h owin g 

that alth ough  the e le c t e d  Local G o v e r n m e n t  C o u n c i l l o r  

is im po rt a n t  in the fo rmal a d j u d i c a t i o n  of d is a g r e e m e n t s ,  

he gains muc h of his a u t h o r i t y  from the b a c k i n g  of the 

tra d i ti o na l chiefs.
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Chapt er 8 r eturns  to the theme of e c o no m i c 

dev el op me nt , looks at col o ni a l a t t e m p t s to effec t 

ch anges and at re cent v i l l a g e  and i nd i v i d u a l  

initia tives. In the chapt er I try  to show that 

m a n y  of the problem s fa c e d b y  ru ral e n t r e p r e n e u r s  

ste m from a c o m b in a ti o n  of c o l on i al  h i s t o r y  and the 

Boro's own social s tru c tu r e  w h i c h  d i s c o u r a g e *  

in di vi du al  a m bi ti on  th ro u gh  the c oer c iv e  fo rc e  of 

sorcery.

Finally, in c ha pt e r 9, I have  t rie d to d r a w  all 

the m a t e r i a l  tog et her and ass e ss  w h a t  it is tel l i n g  us 

of the tr ends  in Roro s o c ie t y  today. The c h a p t e r  

indicates the in c re asing  d e p e n d e n c e  of the pe ople  as 

a whole on the w id er  n a ti o n a l  economy , but al so the 

growing, but largely un pe r c e i v e d , e m p h a s i s  on the 

indi vidual  and the nuc lea r f a m i l y  r a t h e r  t ha n  the sub ­

clan and the village. This shift t o w a r d s  i n d i v i d u a l i t y  

and d e p e nd e n ce on cash c o n f l i ct s  w i th  t r a d i t i o n a l  

id e o lo g y  that em p ha sises  c o - o p e r a t i o n  an d re cip roc ity ,  

equal economic opportunity,  and not ions  tha t rank and 

privilege are n o r m a ll y  c o n f e r r e d  on l y b y  b irt h . The 

ide o lo g y  is ha cked by the pu n it iv e  use of s o r c e r y  - 

the de f e nd e r  of t r a d i ti o n  and of c hiefs,

N a bu a p a k a  as r e p r e s e nt a ti v e  of Roro

There is one q u e s t i o n  that c:ust be r aised, and 

that is the extent to w h i c h  N ab ua p a ka ,  w h e r e  I lived, 

is re pr ese n t  itive of the retraining R o r o - W a i n i a  vi ll a ge s .

In broad outline I am s a t i sf i ed  that my  account 

reflec ts the nai n featu res of the w h o l e  R o r o - W a i m a  

domain, but there are some respect s in w h i c h  N a b ua  

differ s from other c o m m u ni t ie s  - in fact each v i ll age  

possesses unique f eatur es. First, and most  o b v i o u s ly  

to the outsider, there are e n v i r o n m e n t a l  d i ff e r e n c e s .  

N ab uapa ka , D elena and P o u ka m a share, w i t h  T s i r i a  vil l ag e  

on Yule Island, access to reefs rich in s h e l l f i s h  and 

oilier r.arine life, e s p e c i a l l y  cray fish, one of th eir
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pri ncip al sources of cash. Wa ima ,  K i v o r i  and H i s i u  

are on d e e p  w at e r be aches, hut the fi rst  t w o p ossess  

ferti le soils lac king in the coa s ta l s t r i p  to the 

sou th-e ast of Yule. The s o - c a l l e d  P a i t a n a  R o r o  — 

iiou, Rapa, Babiko  and Bi oto - are inland, but al l on 

pro duc tive  land w i th i n the b r o a d  d e l t a  of the A n g a b u n g a  

River. Pinupaka, on a n a r r o w  s an d y  spit at the n orth 

end of H a ll  Sound, is s l o w l y  d i s a p p e a r i n g  into the sea. 

The people are in the pr ocess  of r e l o c a t i n g  t h e ir  h omes  

across the s t r a i t  on Yule Isl and*

Se c o nd  there is the d i v i s i o n  into the W a i m a -  

Kivor i and R o r o - P a i t a n a  t ribe s. N a b u a p a k a  and Hisiu, 

to the s outh east of Yule, b e l o n g  to the f o r m e r  w hile  

all other villa ges are m e m b e r s  of the R o r o - P a i t a n a .

The di ff e re nc e s  b e t w e e n  the two r e qu i re  f u r t h e r  s tudy 

of a kind w hi c h  I have not u n d e r t a k e n .  But e v e n  

w i t h i n  these groupi ngs th ere are d i f f e r e n c e s .  N a b u a p a k a  

and H i s iu  both o s t e n s i b l y  c o l on i es  of Wa ima , are 

nucl e ated  vi lla ge s w i t h all s u b - c l a n s  li ving t oge t he r  

wi t ho ut  obvious b ou n d a r i e s  b e t w e e n  their d w e l li n gs ,

Waima, on the other hand, is a c o l l e c t i o n  of w e l l  over 

a d oze n su b- cl a n - b as e d h a m l e t s  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  each 

other by wide strips of bu sh.

The prin cipal m i s s i o n  i n f lu e nc e  on v i l l a g e s  to 

the south east of Yule has b e e n  the L o n d o n  M i s s i o n  

So c ie t y  (L M S ), and w h i l e  the M i s s i o n a r i e s  of the Sa cred  

Heart (Wt>c) are s tr o n g l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  in N a b u a  and H isiu , 

the y are dom in an t in T s i r i a  and in t he in la nd  Pa i t an a  

villa ges.  The two c hu rc h e s share i nf l u e n c e  in W a i m a -  

K i v o r i ,

Some co m mu n it i es have r e t a i n e d  f u l l y - f u n c t i o n i n g  

ch i efl y ce r e m o ni a l  house s  (m a r e a ) w h i l e  ot hers  have 

re pl aced them w it h simple r o o f e d  p l a t f o r m s  a l o ng s i de  

their chief' s homes. toaima was the only  pl ace w her e 

S e li g ma n n  (1910) found any  tr ace of i n i t i a t i o n  rites 

for y ouths with s eparat e m a r e a  in wh ich  the y o u n g  m en  

were seclud ed.
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Again, there are d i f fe r en c e s ,  s o m e t i m e s  

re fl ec t e d  today, in the ethnic  a n c e s t r y  of the s u b ­

clans, some of w hic h wer e r e fu g e e s  f r o m  w a r  or 

sicknes s or quarrels. D e s c e n d a n t s  of tiotuan s u b ­

clans in Delena, for in stance, are said  to be the be st 

fishers for turtle and d ug on g  on a c c o u n t  of t h e i r  

ances tors having br o ug ht w i t h  them the a p p r o p r i a t e  

magic. O therwi se  the M o t u a n  and R o r o  s ub - c l a n s  are 

not overtly  distinct, but at the t u r n  of the centu ry,  

living on opposite sides of the street, t h e y  spoke  

di f f ere nt  languages.

I m e n t i o n other d i s t i n c t i o n s  in the b o d y  of 

this thesis, and w hile I do not want  to o v e r - e m p h a s i s e  

them I bel iev e it u sef ul to stress that m y  a c c ou n t  is 

based  p r im a r il y u p on N a bua pa ka .

A ck n ow l e d g e m e n t s

My g reatest  tha nks m us t  alw ays be to the people 

of Nabu a pa ka  who gave of their h o s p i t a l i t y ,  time and 

kno wledge.  V.ithout them I co uld not have  w r i t t e n  this 

account. My special thanks to J o h n  P ar u N ai me  and 

Ino Aihi who first took me to N abu a  in 1966; to Imo's 

elder b ro th er  Paru and his w if e  T a i t a  w h o  ma de  me a 

part of the ir family; to t h ei r d a u g h t e r  Lu cy and sons 

J o hn  and Domin ic who hel pe d  me in so m a n y  way s; and to 

my re gular companions am o ng the you ths  and y o u n g  m e n  wh o  

taught me so much and ma de my sta y in the v i l l a g e  so 

enjoya ble - Aisi Kare, Doncey, Saolo, J am e s,  H a u  Ko ae , 

Tsinahu, Peto, ^ominic, G e o r g e , C a m i 1 1 o , Mio  and Aihi,

Among the girls and older w o m e n  I s h o u l d  sing l e out 

Therese, Lucy, Aiba Rebec ca, T a i ta  Paru, Abe Bure, A b i a  Apai  

and Aiba Aihi. The last, D o n c e y 1s e l d e r l y  mot he r , had 

a rem a r kabl e a bilit y at being r e ady  w i t h  a f re s h brew of 

coffee and hot scones at w h a t e v e r  time of the ni ght 

Doncey, Aisi and I r e t ur n ed  from f i s h i n g  or fro m a t r i p 

to an other  village.
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In a sense eve ry b od y  vas an i n f or ma nt ,  but 

p ar ti c u l a r  tha nks are due to Cam i llo  Aihi  P a r u  and 

to Be ata Eroro. The latter, aged ove r 70, was 

always a source of stories, i n f o r m a t i o n  an d clea r 

expla n at i on  w he ne ve r I bec ame  confused.

In Tsiria v i l lag e I should si ngl e out T o n y  P ara u 

and Koa e A r ua  for the h e lp  and she lte r t h e y  gave me 

at v a r io us  times.

M o st  of the fina nce for the r e s e a r c h  came f r o m  the 

NSW Dep t of E d u c a t i o n  C o mm o n w e a l t h  P o s t - G r a d u a t e  

Re s e ar c h  A ward, but I al so r ec e iv ed  i m p o r t a n t  f in a n c i a l  

h e l p  from M a c q u ar i e  U n i v e r s i t y  and the U n i v e r s i t y  of 

Papua New Guinea Re s e a r c h  Committee.

On Yule Island, F athe rs Max, Louis and H ubert,  

and S i s te r s  M a r i e -L o u is e  and St George, a nd M o t he r  

Ter re nc e  have all he lped in v ari ous wa ys. Fr D i di er  

at B e re i n a  loaned me a Ro ro  gramirar w r i t t e n  b y 

Fr Coluccia, and the Rev  (now Sir) P er c y C h a t t e r t o n  

gave me a copy of a g r a mn a r he had p re p ar ed .

R o n and M a u r e e n  Slau ghte r, Ge orge O bara, J o h n  and 

M a r g ar e t Du r na n  and Kick and Mali G rey  on Y ul e  and in 

M o r e s b y  all w e l c om e d cie into their h om e s an d gave me 

i nnumL-rah 1 e E;eals. W a r r e n  and Ew a J o n e s  in A delai de, 

Pete and Eryl Ilackett, and my siste r and b r o t h e r - i n - l a w ,  

•^usun and Te rr e nc e M u l l e n  in S y d ne y all g ave me beds and 

meals w h e n  I needed them. J e a n and Dou g C o r e y  of 

Kubulau, V a nua  Levu, Fiji, turne d t heir h o u s e  over to me 

for two mont hs  of s plendid  i s o l a ti o n d u ri n g m y  last 

stages of m a nu s cr i p t wri ti n g.

Of n.y c oll e ague s at Uac quari e, the U n i v e r s i t y  of 

Papua New Guinea, the U n i v e r s i t y  of th e  S o u t h  P a cific  

and e lse where,  P ro fess ors Cha ndra J a y a w a r d e n a ,

And r ew  Strat hern, llaev O ’Collins and R o n  Croco mbe,

Drs Daw n Ryan, M a r i o n  Ward, Louise M or a uta ,  J o h n  Conroy,
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Chris Griffin, Da v i d R ou t l edg e,  Gr ant  U c Ca l l ,

Pen ny M e l e i s e a - S c h o e f f e  1, and Epeli H a u ' o f a ,  and 

Me ss r s  N i g el  Oram, ^o n  Brun to n, Bruc e K n a p m a n ,

Geor ge O ba ra  an d R e nag i Loh ia have  ove r  the y e ars 

e n c o u r a g e d me and read and c o m me n t e d  on v a r i o u s  d ra ft  

chapters, hut special t hank s are due to D a w n  Ryan, 

w h o  o r ig i n a l l y  e n c o u ra g e d  me  to take u p  the r es ea rch,  

and to my su p e rv i s or s  P r o f e s s o r  Ian H o g b i n  and 

Or N i c k  M od j e sk a . The fo r me r took m y  E n g l i s h  to 

task, and th ou g h 1 did not alw ays a g r ee  w i t h  him, he 

has c e r t a i n l y  mad e me far more aware of t h e  use of 

language. The latter sh e p h e r d ed  me t h r o u g h  the fi nal 

stage s of p utt ing e v e r y th i n g  to g et h er  and w r i t i n g  

c o n c l u s io n s  at a time w h e n  a w ho le s er i e s of p r es s u r e s 

made me feel like a b a n d o n i n g  the p roject,

Drs A l a n  Heal y, M i c h e l e  Stephe n, E p eli  H a u ' o f a  
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A1 P fi e f fe r  of U S P w ho  dre w some of the m ap s, and to 
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