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“last time I try I’m 

looking for the rope as you don’t care and without you I can’t survive […]”.
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The role of subordinate masculinity in communications of intent made to 
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The illusion of control by actively dismissed men was exemplified by descriptions of their 

mental health. Unlike passively dismissed men, who seemed to have completely spiralled 



into the ‘big build’ through drug use and histories of self-harm, actively dismissed men 

seemed to be assumed to still be somewhat in control. Many of the actively dismissed men 

had a mental disorder or were described as depressed but not diagnosed or seeking treatment. 

For example, one man, who recently suffered a brain injury that affected his mobility was 

described as 
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