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1 .0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

C a b r a m a t t a i s a s u b u r b l o c a t e d i n t h e F a i r f i e l d L o c a l Government 
A r e a on t h e s o u t h - w e s t f r i n g e of Sydney some 25km. f r o m t h e C i t y 
of S y d n e y , as i n d i c a t e d i n F i g u r e 1 : 1 . 

I t i s a s u b u r b t h a t was d e v e l o p e d i n t h e p o s t W o r l d War 2 (WW2) 
p e r i o d f o r l o w - c o s t d e t a c h e d h o u s i n g . The r a i l w a y s t a t i o n and t h e 
c o m m e r c i a l c e n t r e a c t as i t s f o c u s . In t h e 1 9 7 0 ' s t h e a r e a a r o u n d 
t h e c o m m e r c i a l a r e a was e x t e n s i v e l y r e d e v e l o p e d f o r r e s i d e n t i a l 
f l a t b u i l d i n g s . I t i s i n many r e s p e c t s a t y p i c a l s u b u r b of 
w e s t e r n Sydney b u t o v e r t h e l a s t t e n y e a r s c h a n g e s i n t h e 
p o p u l a t i o n of t h e a r e a have a c t e d t o make t h e a r e a q u i t e u n l i k e 
any o t h e r s u b u r b i n W e s t e r n S y d n e y . T h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y t r u e of 
t h e n e i g h b o u r h o o d s h o p p i n g c e n t r e i n C a b r a m a t t a . 

S u b u r b a n s h o p p i n g c e n t r e s a r e g e n e r a l l y v e r y s i m i l a r p l a c e s . I f 
t h e y a r e n o t m o d e r n , s e l f - c o n t a i n e d and a i r - c o n d i t i o n e d w i t h 
p l e n t y of s t a g e managed e n t e r t a i n m e n t t h e n t h e y a r e l o n g , s t r i p 
c e n t r e s o f t e n c o n g e s t e d w i t h t r a f f i c and w i t h l i t t l e o p p o r t u n i t y 
f o r any o r g a n i s e d , o r u n o r g a n i s e d , a c t i v i t y . 

C a b r a m a t t a i s a s u b u r b a n s h o p p i n g a r e a of t h e second v a r i e t y b u t 
w h i l e t h e p h y s i c a l f o r m of t h e c e n t r e i s p a r t i c u l a r l y d r a b t h e 
p l a c e i s a n y t h i n g b u t u n i n t e r e s t i n g . I t i s a b u s y , a c t i v e c e n t r e 
and on any day of t h e week i t i s c rowded w i t h p e o p l e t a l k i n g 
e a t i n g and c a r r y i n g out a l l manner of b u s i n e s s t r a n s a c t i o n s . 

I t i s t h e p e o p l e t h a t use t h e c e n t r e t h a t h a v e made t h e v i t a l 
d i f f e r e n c e t o C a b r a m a t t a . I t has been t h e f i r s t home f o r many 
waves of m i g r a n t s s i n c e WW2 b e c a u s e of i t s l o c a t i o n c l o s e t o 
m i g r a n t h o s t e l s , p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t and cheap r e n t a l a c c o m m o d a t i o n . 
Each m i g r a n t g r o u p has m o d i f i e d t h e c e n t r e t o meet t h e i r own 
p a r t i c u l a r n e e d s t o some d e g r e e b u t t h e most r e c e n t g r o u p of 
m i g r a n t s , t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e h a v e l i t e r a l l y a l t e r e d t h e f a c e and 
t h e o p e r a t i o n o f t h e c e n t r e . The e x t e n t and d i v e r s i t y o f 
I n d o - C h i n e s e b u s i n e s s a c t i v i t y has c r e a t e d a c e n t r e w i t h a 

p a r t i c u l a r i d e n t i t y , one w h i c h r e f l e c t s t h e i n c r e a s i n g l y 
m u I t i - c u I t u r a I n a t u r e of o u r s o c i e t y . 

T h i s i s i m p o r t a n t n o t o n l y f o r t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e b u t a l s o f o r 
S y d n e y - s i d e r s g e n e r a l l y , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e l i v i n g i n W e s t e r n 
S y d n e y . A l t h o u g h 1/4 of t h e p o p u l a t i o n of W e s t e r n Sydney was b o r n 
o v e r s e a s - t h e same p r o p o r t i o n as f o r t h e Sydney m e t r o p o l i t a n 
a r e a - t h e r e i s l i t t l e e v i d e n c e o f t h i s d i v e r s i t y . The d i s p e r s a l 
o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n and i s o l a t i o n of s u b u r b a n l i v i n g d o e s n o t 
p r o v i d e t h e i m p e t u s r e q u i r e d f o r t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t of s i g n i f i c a n t 
n u m b e r s o f e t h n i c b u s i n e s s e s such as a r e f o u n d i n t h e i n n e r a r e a s 
o f Sydney . 

A somewhat u n i q u e c o m b i n a t i o n of f a c t o r s h a v e c o m b i n e d i n 
C a b r a m a t t a t o e n a b l e t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e t o c r e a t e a s c a r c e 
r e s o u r c e , a l i v e l y and i n t e r e s t i n g s u b u r b a n c e n t r e . T h a t was t h e 
d i f f i c u l t p a r t and now t h a t i t e x i s t s i t s h o u l d be m a i n t a i n e d and 
e n h a n c e d t o t h e b e n e f i t of t h e e n t i r e c o m m u n i t y . 
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1.2 THEME 

This report is concerned with the maintenance of a valuable 
resource. One which cannot be created by merely improving the 
physical environment. In Cabramatta a vital urban area has been 
created in spite of the quality of the environment, which without 
trees, shelter or pedestrian spaces, does IittIe of its own 
accord to attract people and encourage them to stay. 

Even with this handicap Cabramatta has developed in a way which 
reflects and accommodates the needs of the people who use the 
centre. The creation of centres which do these things is an issue 
of concern to local area planners. Their quest in creating such 
centres is aided by a limited range of resources which usually 
concentrate on the quality of the physical environment. However, 
while improvements to the physical environment may improve the 
cen t re and its ability to be effectively used they will not 
necessarily create lively centres; this requires the 
participation of the people who use the centre. Therefore, when 
the users'have created such a resource the opportunity should be 
seized to maintain and improve the resource. 

This report attempts to come to grips with how and why a lively 
and interesting commercial centre has been established in 
Cabramatta in order to develop a context in which decisions can 
be made as to the appropriate actions to conserve and consolidate 
this resource. This will benefit not only the Indo-Chinese who 
created it but also the wider community providing a greater 
variety and interest in the range of urban experiences easi ly 
available to people living in the region. 

The experience at Cabramatta also introduces the secondary theme 
of the vulnerability of the local area to decisions made at 
Federa I and State level. Policies relating to i mmi grat i on I eve Is, 
type of migration and the location of migrant hostels have played 
a major part in altering the image and functioning of Cabramatta. 
Local governments must attempt to deal with the consequences of 
these policies although they have little input into their 
devel opmen t . 

1.2.1 A i ms 

T h i s r e p o r t a i m s t o : 

* r e a c h an u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e f o r c e s t h a t h a v e l e d t o t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t of a c e n t r e t h a t i s r e a d i l y i d e n t i f i e d w i t h t h e 
I n d o - C h i n e s e c o m m u n i t y i n C a b r a m a t t a . 

* i d e n t i f y t h e t r e n d s w h i c h a r e l i k e l y t o i n f l u e n c e t h e 
f u t u r e o f C a b r a m a t t a t o e n a b l e t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f f o r e c a s t s of 
t h e l i k e l y f u t u r e f o r t h e c e n t r e , w i t h o u t any p l a n n i n g 
i n t e r v e n t i o n . 

* d e f i n e p o l i c i e s and a c t i o n s w h i c h w i l l m a i n t a i n C a b r a m a t t a 
a s a r e s o u r c e f o r t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e and e n c o u r a g e i t s u s e by t h e 
w i d e r c o m m u n i t y r e f l e c t i n g i t.s d e v e l o p m e n t as a v a l u a b l e u r b a n 
r e s o u r c e i n o u r mu I t i - c u I t u r a I s o c i e t y . 
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1 .3 R e p o r t S t r u c t u r e 

T h i s r e p o r t f o c u s e s on C a b r a m a t t a C o m m e r c i a l C e n t r e and t h e r o l e 
t h a t t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e communi ty has p l a y e d i n c h a n g i n g t h e 
cen t r e . 

C h a p t e r 2 d i s c u s s e s t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e i n A u s t r a l i a i n c l u d i n g why 
t h e y a r e h e r e and who t h e y a r e . T h i s h i g h l i g h t s some o f t h e 
p a r t i c u l a r n e e d s of a r e f u g e e p o p u l a t i o n and t h e d e m o g r a p h i c 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e w h i c h may h a v e i n f l u e n c e d t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t of C a b r a m a t t a . 

C h a p t e r 3 d i s c u s s e s t h e r e a s o n s why t h e y s e t t l e d i n C a b r a m a t t a , 
p l a c i n g I n d o - C h i n e s e s e t t l e m e n t i n t h e c o n t e x t of s u c c e s s i v e 
waves o f m i g r a n t s e t t l e m e n t . 

C h a p t e r 4 p l a c e s t h e c e n t r e i n i t s m e t r o p o l i t a n c o n t e x t 
d e s c r i b i n g i t s e x i s t i n g s t r u c t u r e , c i r c u l a t i o n and e n v i r o n m e n t . 
T h i s , i n t u r n , p r o v i d e s t h e c o n t e x t f o r a n a l y s i s o f t h e e x t e n t of 
change i n t h e c e n t r e o v e r t h e p a s t t e n y e a r s and t h e impac t t h a t 
t h i s c h a n g e h a s had on each of t h e m a j o r l a n d u s e e l e m e n t s : 
r e t a i l ; o f f i c e ; and commun i t y u s e s . 

The n e e d s of t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e and t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of C a b r a m a t t a 
a r e d r a w n t o g e t h e r i n C h a p t e r 5 w h i c h c o n s i d e r s t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f C a b r a m a t t a a s an e t h n i c c e n t r e and p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t o f e t h n i c b u s i n e s s r e l a t i n g i t t o t h e r e s e a r c h 
a v a i l a b l e . T h i s e n a b l e s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of 
b u s i n e s s i n C a b r a m a t t a t h a t a r e c o m p a r a b l e w i t h e x p e r i e n c e 
e l s e w h e r e and t h o s e t h a t a r e u n i q u e t o C a b r a m a t t a . 

C h a p t e r 6 d r a w s on t h e p r e v i o u s d i s c u s s i o n t o i d e n t i f y t h e 
f a c t o r s t h a t a r e l i k e l y t o i n f l u e n c e t h e f u t u r e of C a b r a m a t t a . 
T h e s e can t h e n be used as t h e b a s i s f o r d e v e l o p i n g a p i c t u r e of 
b o t h t h e l i k e l y and t h e d e s i r e d f u t u r e f o r t h e c e n t r e . 

The d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n t h e s e f u t u r e i s t h e n u s e d t o d e v e l o p , i n 
Chap t e r 7 , p o l i c i e s and a c t i o n s w h i c h w i l l h e l p t o b r i dge t h e gap 
b e t w e e n what c o u l d and what s h o u l d h a p p e n . 
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1.4 Method 

This section describes the approach taken to the collection of 
information on which the project has been based. 

One of the concerns of this project is the impact of rapid change 
in a relatively small area over a time span of less than 10 
years. Changes on this scale cannot be appreciated through use of 
standard sources such as Census material. The change has been too 
rapid and too complex to be reflected in a survey carried out 
every 5 years. 

A survey of residents or businesses in Cabramatta would, however, 
be extremely difficult to organise due to the diversity of 
languages spoken by the Indo-Chinese. Consequently it was decided 
not to use a survey technique but to locate and interview, 
in-depth, key people in the community as listed in Appendix One. 
This was supplemented by a range of more casual interviews 
carried out by the author over the past few years through 
association with the area to build up a more complex picture of 
change. 

1 . 4 . 1 R e s e a r c h M a t e r i a l 

The development and characteristics of ethnic business is a topic 
that has received little attention in Australia.(Hearn 1982) 
Overseas research has, however, been more extensive and it seems 
to be an area of research that has recently begun to attract more 
interest.(Ward & Jenkins 1984) Research carried out in the USA 
and UK' provides a picture of the estab I i shman t of migrant 
enclaves and business that is relevant to experience in 
Australia. Although the migrant groups studied and the reasons 
why they migrated are different there are many parallels between 
their experiences in settling in an industrialised society. 

1.4.2 C en su s 

I n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i n g t o t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e 
i n A u s t r a l i a h a s a number o f s h o r t c o m i n g s . The C e n s u s o f 
P o p u l a t i o n and H o u s i n g , f o r e x a m p l e , w h i c h i s o f t e n u s e d as t h e 
p r i n c i p l e s o u r c e o f d e m o g r a p h i c d a t a , o n l y p r o v i d e s i n f o r m a t i o n 
r e l a t i n g t o t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e f r o m t h e 1981 C e n s u s . The f i r s t 
I n d o - C h i n e s e r e f u g e e s d i d n o t a r r i v e u n t i l 1975 and t h e r e w e r e 
a l m o s t no I n d o - C h i n e s e r e s i d e n t i n C a b r a m a t t a p r i o r t o t h e 
a r r i v a l o f t h e r e f u g e e s . T h e r e f o r e , t h e o n l y p o i n t o f r e f e r e n c e 
p r o v i d e d by t h e Census i s one t h a t i s now m i d - w a y i n t h e span o f 
I n d o - C h i n e s e s e t t l e m e n t i n A u s t r a l i a . 

D a v i d A n d e r s o n , t h e f i r s t M i g r a n t O f f i c e r a t F a i r f i e l d C i t y 
C o u n c i l ( F C C ) h a s i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e u s e o f t h e 1981 Census d a t a 
i n r e l a t i o n t o C a b r a m a t t a i s f u r t h e r c o m p l i c a t e d by 
u n d e r - e n u m e r a t i o n o f t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e p o p u l a t i o n . T h i s i s a 
p r o b l e m t o be e x p e c t e d amongs t a c o m m u n i t y w h i c h h a s n o t o n l y a 
l a r g e number o f p e o p l e w i t h p o o r E n g l i s h s k i l l s b u t a l s o a 
v a r i e t y o f l a n g u a g e s . F i g u r e 1:3 w h i c h p i c t u r e s t h e a w n i n g s i g n s 
on a g r o u p of s h o p s i n C a b r a m a t t a g i v e s an i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e 
number o f l a n g u a g e s i n common u s e i n C a b r a m a t t a . The p r o b l e m s 
t h a t t h i s c o m m u n i c a t i o n b a r r i e r c a u s e s a r e i n c r e a s e d w h e r e many 
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p e o p l e a r e r e f u g e e s who h a v e o n l y r e c e n t l y l e f t o p p r e s s i v e 
p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m s w h i c h may h a v e f o s t e r e d an a p p r e h e n s i v e 
a t t i t u d e t o p r o v i d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n t o g o v e r n m e n t o f f i c e r s . 

The D e p a r t m e n t o f I m m i g r a t i o n & E t h n i c A f f a i r s ( D I E A ) k e e p s 
r e c o r d s o f m i g r a n t and r e f u g e e a r r i v a l s and c o l l e c t s b a s i c d a t a 
on a r r i v a l w h i c h can be used t o u p d a t e t h e p i c t u r e g i v e n by 
C e n s u s i n f o r m a t i o n . T h e r e a r e , h o w e v e r , p r o b l e m s w i t h t h e 
a c c u r a c y o f t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n g i v e n t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f i t s 
c o l l e c t i o n , on a r r i v a l a t a i r p o r t s . ( V i v i a n i 1 9 8 4 : 1 2 8 ) The 
i n f o r m a t i o n c o l l e c t e d by t h e DIEA was a n a l y s e d a n d s u p p l e m e n t e d 
by t h e A d u I t Mi g r a n t Educa t i on Serv i ce (AMES) u n t i l l J u n e 1 9 8 1 . 
AMES m o n i t o r e d t h e movement of m i g r a n t s b o t h d i r e c t l y i n t o t h e 
c o m m u n i t y a n d f r o m m i g r a n t h o s t e l s , c o m b i n i n g t h e i n f o r m a t i o n 
f r o m t h e DIEA w i t h i n f o r m a t i o n o b t a i n e d f r o m m i g r a n t h o s t e l s t o 
p r e s e n t a p i c t u r e o f m i g r a n t s e t t l e m e n t i n S y d n e y . (P I i mmer 
1 9 8 2 ; 1 9 8 3 A&B) T h i s m o n i t o r i n g ceased i n 1983 d u e t o l a c k of 
f u n d s a n d h a s n o t been r e p l a c e d by t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f any o t h e r 
o r g a n i sa't i on . 

7 



8 





2 . THE I N D O - C H I N E S E 

T h e t e r m " I n d o - C h i n e s e " i s a c o n v e n i e n t g e o g r a p h i c a l t e r m u s e d t o 
r e f e r t o p e o p l e f r o m V i e t n a m , L a o s a n d K a m p u c h e a ( C a m b o d i a ) b u t 
t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e a r e n o t , a s t h e t e r m a p p I i e s , a n h o m o g e n o u s 
g r o u p o f p e o p l e a n d i n c l u d e o v e r 4 0 d i f f e r e n t e t h n i c g r o u p s . 

T h e s i m i l a r i t i e s o f r a c e a n d c u l t u r e h a v e , h o w e v e r , b e e n 
e m p h a s i s e d i n t h e t r a n s i s i t o n t o a W e s t e r n s o c i e t y . C o n s e q u e n t l y , 
f o r t h e p u r p o s e s o f t h i s r e p o r t t h e c o n c e p t o f " I n d o - C h i n e s e " 
d o e s r e p r e s e n t a n a p p r o p r i a t e g r o u p i n g . I t i s r e c o g n i s e d t h a t a s 
a s s i m i l a t i o n c o n t i n u e s i t may b e a l e s s a p p r o p r i a t e 
g e n e r a l i s a t i o n . 

2 . 1 I n d o - C h i n e s e M i g r a t i o n 

I n d o - C h i n e s e m i g r a t i o n t o A u s t r a l i a b e g a n i n A p r i l 1 9 7 5 w h e n t h e 
f i r s t V i e t n a m e s e a r r i v e d i n t h e N o r t h e r n T e r r i t o r y b y b o a t . 

T h e s e r e f u g e e s h a d b e e n p r o m p t e d t o t a k e t h i s u n o r t h o d o x a n d 
h a z a r d o u s a c t i o n b y t h e i r n e e d t o f i n d a p l a c e o f p e r m a n e n t 
a s y l u m . T h e y h a d a l s o b e e n e n c o u r a g e d b y t h e g o v e r n m e n t s o f t h e 
c o u n t r i e s o f f i r s t r e f u g e who w e r e d i s a p p o i n t e d i n A u s t r a l i a ' s 
l a c k o f r e s p o n s e t o t h e h u g e r e f u g e e p r o b l e m t h a t h a d b e e n 
p r e c i p i t a t e d b y A m e r i c a n w i t h d r a w a l f r o m V i e t n a m . ( V i v i a n i & 
L a w e - D a v i s 1 9 8 0 ) 

T h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f u n r e g u l a t e d " h o r d e s " f r o m t h e E a s t a n d t h e 
a d d i t i o n a l p u b l i c i t y g i v e n i n A u s t r a l i a t o t h e r e f u g e e s i t u a t i o n 
p r o m p t e d a r a p i d c h a n g e i n g o v e r n m e n t p o l i c y . T h e S p e c i a l 
H u m a n i t a r i a n P r o g r a m w a s e x p a n d e d t o a c c e p t V i e t n a m e s e r e f u g e e s , 
i n a c o n t r o I I e d m a n n e r , f r o m c a m p s i n M a l a y s i a a n d T h a i l a n d . S o o n 
a f t e r , w h e n o t h e r c a u s e s o f i n s t a b i l i t y i n t h e r e g i o n c a u s e d 
p e o p l e t o f l e e f r o m L a o s a n d K a m p u c h e a r e f u g e e s f r o m t h e s e 
c o u n t r i e s w e r e a l s o a c c e p t e d u n d e r t h i s p r o g r a m . T h i s l e d t o t h e 
common u s e o f t h e t e r m " I n d o - C h i n e s e " r e f u g e e s t o i n c l u d e p e o p l e 
f r o m a l I t h r e e n a t i o n s . 

A s i n d i c a t e d i n T a b l e 2 : 1 a t o t a l o f 8 8 , 1 1 2 r e f u g e e s h a d b e e n 
a c c e p t e d f r o m t h i s r e g i o n b y J u n e 1 9 8 4 o f w h i c h t h e g r e a t 
m a j o r i t y , 8 0 % , w e r e f r o m V i e t n a m . 

T A B L E 2 : 1 INDO-CHINESE REFUGEES IN A U S T R A L I A . 
A p r i I 1 9 7 5 - J u n e 1 9 8 4 . 

COUNTRY NUMBER % 

V i e t n a m 7 0 , 4 8 2 8 0 
L a o s 1 1 , 0 4 9 1 2 . 5 
K a m p u c h e a 6 , 5 1 9 7 . 5 
U n s t a t e d 6 2 

TOTAL 8 8 , 1 1 2 

SOURCE: D I E A 1 9 8 4 : 3 5 . 
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2 . 2 The P e o p l e Who L e f t I n d o - C h i n a 

R e f u g e e p o p u l a t i o n s can o n l y b e a s s e s s e d by r e f e r e n c e t o t h e 
p e o p l e who m i g r a t e d . They c a n n o t be assumed t o r e p r e s e n t t h e 
s t r u c t u r e o f t h e s o c i e t y t h e y l e f t . 

Whi I e r e f u g e e g r o u p s may d r a w f r o m a l I o c c u p a t i o n a I and 
e d u c a t i o n a l l e v e l s o f s o c i e t y i n t h e i r c o u n t r y o f o r i g i n t h e 
t e n d e n c y i s f o r c e r t a i n g r o u p s t o be o v e r - r e p r e s e n t e d . In t h e 
c a s e o f an e x o d u s f r o m a commun is t r e g i m e t h o s e p e o p l e who w e r e 
most c l o s e l y a l i g n e d w i t h t h e c a p i t a l i s t s y s t e m can be e x p e c t e d 
t o be h e a v i l y r e p r e s e n t e d . These p e o p l e a r e o f t e n t h o s e w i t h h i g h 
l e v e l s o f m a t e r i a l r e s o u r c e s and p r o f e s s i o n a l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . 
( S t e i n 1 9 7 9 : 2 8 - 9 ) 

T h i s t r e n d was p a r t i c u l a r l y e v i d e n t amongs t V i e t n a m e s e r e f u g e e s 
s e t t l i n g i n t h e USA b u t i s l e s s a p p a r e n t amongs t t h o s e who 
s e t t l e d i n A u s t r a I i a . ( S t e i n 1979) A much l o w e r p r o p o r t i o n o f 
r e f u g e e s w i t h a h i g h s o c i o - e c o n o m i c s t a t u s s e t t l e d i n A u s t r a l i a . 
F i r s t l y t h e r e f u g e e p r o g r a m was n o t o p e r a t i o n a l when t h e f i r s t 
r e f u g e e s w e r e l e a v i n g V i e t n a m . The USA a c c e p t e d t h e f i r s t waves 
of r e f u g e e s , 1 3 0 , 0 0 0 i n A p r i l and May 1 9 7 5 . S e c o n d l y many 
V i e t n a m e s e c h o s e t h e USA as t h e i r f i r s t p r e f e r e n c e f o r s e t t l e m e n t 
b e c a u s e o f t h e s t r o n g l i n k s d e v e l o p e d w i t h t h e USA d u r i n g t h e 
war . 

The c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of r e f u g e e s a l s o t e n d t o c h a n g e o v e r t i m e , 
w i t h c h a n g e s i n e v e n t s and by t h e t i m e t h e A u s t r a l i a n 
g o v e r n m e n t s r e f u g e e p r o g r a m was o p e r a t i o n a l i n 1 9 7 8 - 9 a s l i g h t l y 
d i f f e r e n t g r o u p o f p e o p l e w e r e l e a v i n g V i e t n a m . The c l o s u r e o f 
p r i v a t e b u s i n e s s by t h e V i e t n a m e s e g o v e r n m e n t i n 1978 p r o m p t e d 
t h e d e p a r t u r e of b u s i n e s s m e n w h i c h , i n V i e t n a m , meant t h e 
d e p a r t u r e o f many members of t h e e t h n i c C h i n e s e c o m m u n i t y . The 
e t h n i c C h i n e s e c o n t r o l l e d t h e m a j o r i t y o f b u s i n e s s and i n S o u t h 
V i e t n a m , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e y c o n t r o l l e d 90% of t h e w h o l e s a l e and 
80% of t h e r e t a i l t r a d e . ( V i v i a n i 1 9 8 4 : 1 2 9 ) C o n s e q u e n t l y a h i g h 
p r o p o r t i o n o f e t h n i c C h i n e s e a r e r e p r e s e n t e d amongs t t h e r e f u g e e s 
i n A u s t r a I i a . 

V i v i a n i e s t i m a t e s t h a t t h e V i e t n a m e s e p o p u l a t i o n i s a b o u t 50% 
e t h n i c C h i n e s e and 50% e t h n i c V i e t n a m e s e . ( V i v i a n i 1 9 8 5 : 2 4 4 ) 
T h e s e g r o u p s h a v e d i s t i n c t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . The e t h n i c C h i n e s e 
a r e : a c c u s t o m e d t o b e i n g a m i n o r i t y ; t h e y a r e s t r o n g l y o r i e n t e d 
t o w a r d s t r a d e a n d b u s i n e s s ; t h e y h a v e a r e a s o n a b l y e f f e c t i v e 
f a m i l y - c l a n - e t h n i c g r o u p s y s t e m ; an i n f o r m a l s t r u c t u r e w h i c h n e t s 
i n new a r r i v a l s p r o v i d i n g i n f o r m a t i o n , j o b s and w e l f a r e s e r v i c e s . 
The e t h n i c V i e t n a m e s e a r e n o t as c o h e s i v e . T h e r e a r e d i f f e r e n c e s 
i n : r e l i g i o n ; c l a s s ; s o c i a l s t a t u s ; e d u c a t i o n a n d p o l i t i c s w i t h i n 
t h i s s u b - g r o u p . 

V a r i a t i o n s i n t h e b a c k g r o u n d s o f r e f u g e e s f r o m L a o s and Kampuchea 
t e n d t o b e l e s s s i g n i f i c a n t b e c a u s e t h e s e c o u n t r i e s a r e l e s s 
d e v e l o p e d t h a n V i e t n a m and h a v e f e w e r p e o p l e i n t h e h i g h e r 
s o c i o - e c o n o m i c g r o u p s . 
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The I n d o - C h i n e s e who e v e n t u a l l y s e t t l e d i n A u s t r a l i a i n c l u d e d a 
f e w who w e r e w e l I e d u c a t e d , many who had f e w m a t e r i a l r e s o u r c e s 
a n d many who had s k i l l s i n r u n n i n g a r e t a i l o r who I e s a I e 
b u s i n e s s . They r e p r e s e n t a w i d e r a n g e o f c u l t u r e s , r e l i g i o n s and 
p e r s o n a l a s p i r a t i o n s . ( S e n a t e S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e 1 9 7 7 : 1 4 7 ) As 
many as 40 d i s t i n c t g r o u p s , d i f f e r e n t i a t e d by v a r i a t i o n s i n 
n a t i o n a l i t y , r a c e a n d r e l i g i o n can be i d e n t i f i e d amongs t t h e 
I n d o - C h i n e s e c o m m u n i t y i n A u s t r a l i a . 

2 . 2 . 1 I m p l i c a t i o n s o f b e i n g a r e f u g e e c o m m u n i t y 

T h a t t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e commun i t y was i n i t i a l l y a r e f u g e e commun i t y 
h a s had s i g n i f i c a n t i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r t h e r e s e t t l e m e n t n e e d s o f 
t h e commun i t y . 

A r e f u g e e c o m m u n i t y h a s n o t had t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o w o r k t h r o u g h 
t h e m i g r a t i o n p r o c e s s . T h i s p r o c e s s h a s been c o n c e p t u a l i s e d by 
M a r i a Pf i s t e r -Ammende as c o n s i s t i n g o f f o u r s t a g e s : 

* U p r o o t i ng 
* T r a n s i t i on 
* R e s e t t I e m e n t 
* A d a p t i o n t o t h e Hos t C o m m u n i t y . ( P f i s t e r - A m m e n d e 1982 :XV) 

R e f u g e e s d o n o t h a v e t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o come t o t e r m s w i t h t h e 
d e c i s i o n t o m i g r a t e and i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s . They a r e r a r e l y a b l e t o 
l e a v e i n an o r d e r l y f a s h i o n , as c o m p l e t e f a m i l i e s , w i t h t h e 
v a l u e d p o s s e s s i o n s t h a t make i t e a s i e r t o a d j u s t by p r o v i d i n g 
l i n k s w i t h t h e p a s t . T h i s d i s r u p t i o n of t h e U p r o o t i n g s t a g e makes 
t h e f o l l o w i n g s t a g e s o f t h e m i g r a t i o n p r o c e s s m o r e d i f f i c u l t f o r 
t h e r e f u g e e and t h e c r e a t i o n of an e n v i r o n m e n t w h i c h r e f l e c t s t h e 
p a s t p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t . 

R e f u g e e s v e r y o f t e n h a v e f e w m a t e r i a l r e s o u r c e s . The 1976 S e n a t e 
S t a n d i n g C o m m i t t e e (SSC)on I n d o - C h i n e s e r e f u g e e s f o u n d t h a t t h e 
g r e a t m a j o r i t y a r r i v e d w i t h o u t money, c l o t h e s o r p e r s o n a l 
b e l o n g i n g s . (SSC 1 9 7 7 : 1 4 7 ) As t h o s e r e f u g e e s a c c e p t e d s i n c e 1978 
a r e l i k e l y t o h a v e s p e n t l o n g e r i n t r a n s i t t h i s f i n d i n g i s l i k e l y 
t o h a v e b e e n r e i n f o r c e d o v e r t i m e . The SSC a l s o p o i n t e d ou t t h e 
d i f f i c u l t i e s t h a t t h e r e f u g e e w o u l d h a v e i n s t a r t i n g f r o m 
s c r a t c h a t a t i m e when many A u s t r a l i a n f a m i l i e s , w i t h g r e a t e r 
m a t e r i a l r e s o u r c e s , w e r e f i n d i n g i t d i f f i c u l t t o make ends m e e t . 
(SSC 1 9 7 8 : 1 4 8 ) 

The t r a u m a of m i g r a t i n g as a r e f u g e e p r o v i d e s some of t h e 
e x p l a n a t i o n f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f an e t h n i c c e n t r e . The 
p a r t i c u l a r p r o b l e m s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h b e i n g a r e f u g e e , when added 
t o t h e p h y s i c a l , l a n g u a g e and c u l t u r a l d i f f e r e n c e s made i t v e r y 
i m p o r t a n t f o r t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e t o e s t a b l i s h a p l a c e w h e r e t h e y 
c o u l d f e e l c o m f o r t a b l e . The e x p e r i e n c e of b e i n g a r e f u g e e 
c o m m u n i t y h a s a l s o b e e n i d e n t i f i e d by members o f t h e c o m m u n i t y as 
a f a c t o r i n d r a w i n g t o g e t h e r a g r o u p of p e o p l e w h o , i n t h e i r 
h o m e l a n d s , w o u l d f o r m a number of s u b - g r o u p s . 
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2 . 3 Demograph ic C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 

The v a r i a t i o n s i n t h e b a c k g r o u n d s o f t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e c o m p l i c a t e s 
any a s s e s s m e n t o f t h e c o m m u n i t y . 

H o w e v e r , t h e s i m i l a r i t i e s of c u l t u r e , a p p e a r a n c e a n d s e t t l e m e n t 
p a t t e r n c o m b i n e d w i t h t h e s m a l l numbers of many s u b - g r o u p s means 
t h a t a l m o s t a l I r e s e a r c h t o d a t e has d e a l t wi t h t h e m a s a g r o u p . 
O n l y t h e V i e t n a m e s e , who f o r m t h e l a r g e s t s u b - g r o u p h a v e 
a t t r a c t e d s e p a r a t e , i n - d e p t h a t t e n t i o n . ( V i v i a n i 1984 & V i v i a n i / 
L a w e - D a v i s 1980) 

The I n d o - C h i n e s e c o m m u n i t y , a t l e a s t i n C a b r a m a t t a , a p p e a r s t o 
h a v e m i n i m i s e d t h e d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n s u b - g r o u p s i n t h e i n i t i a l 
s t a g e s o f s e t t l e m e n t r e c o g n i s i n g t h a t t h e y h a d m o r e i n common 
w i t h each o t h e r t h a n t h e h o s t commun i t y . I t i s l i k e l y , h o w e v e r , 
t h a t as t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e become more s e t t l e d and i n c r e a s e i n 
n u m b e r s t h e d i f f e r e n c e s b e t w e e n s u b - g r o u p s may become more 
s i gn i f i c a n t . 

* 
2 . 3 . 1 Age s t r u c t u r e 

The r e f u g e e p r o c e s s d i s c r i m i n a t e s amongs t a g e g r o u p s i n f a v o u r of 
t h e y o u n g a n d , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n f a v o u r o f y o u n g m e n . The 
I n d o - C h i n e s e i n A u s t r a l i a a r e a young p o p u l a t i o n w i t h a h i g h e r 

p r o p o r t i o n u n d e r 15 y e a r s o f age and a l o w e r p r o p o r t i o n o f p e o p l e 
o v e r 55 t h a n t h e A u s t r a l i a n a v e r a g e . 

T h i s a g e s t r u c t u r e d o e s , as w e l l , r e f l e c t t h e a g e s t r u c t u r e i n 
t h e i r c o u n t r i e s o f o r i g i n w h e r e t h e a g e d p o p u l a t i o n i s r e l a t i v e l y 
s m a l l d u e t o l o w r a t e s of l i f e e x p e c t a n c y . ( V i v i a n i 1 9 8 4 : 1 3 0 ) 

The two m a j o r i n f l u e n c e s on t h e age s t r u c t u r e o f t h e c o m m u n i t y 
now a r e : 

The F a m i l y R e u n i o n P r o g r a m : T h i s p r o g r a m a l l o w s t h o s e who h a v e 
a l r e a d y m i g r a t e d t o c o n s o l i d a t e t h e i r f a m i l i e s . T h i s may b e 
a s s i s t i n g i n d e v e l o p i n g a more m a t u r e p o p u l a t i o n s t r u c t u r e as 
o l d e r members o f f a m i l i e s may choose t o m i g r a t e when t h e i r 
c h i l d r e n a r e e s t a b I i shed . (V i v i a n i 1984 p . 1 3 1 ) A s u r v e y o f 
I n d o - C h i n e s e i n C a b r a m a t t a c o n d u c t e d i n 1984 i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e 
s e c o n d w a v e o f m i g r a t i o n was l i k e l y t o i n c l u d e o t h e r members o f 
e x i s t i n g f a m i l i e s . (Wong 1 9 8 4 : 1 1 ) 

The R a t e of F a m i l y F o r m a t i o n : T h i s can be e x p e c t e d t o i n c r e a s e 
a s h o u s e h o l d s become more e s t a b l i s h e d and f e e l t h e y h a v e t h e 
r e s o u r c e s t o s u p p o r t a f a m i l y . F a m i l y f o r m a t i o n i s l i k e l y t o t a k e 
some y e a r s f o l l o w i n g t h e a r r i v a l of a new g r o u p o f m i g r a n t s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y when t h e y a r e r e f u g e e s w i t h f e w m a t e r i a l r e s o u r c e s . 
H o w e v e r , o n c e t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e become e s t a b l i s h e d t h e i r r a t e o f 
f a m i l y f o r m a t i o n can be e x p e c t e d t o be h i g h b e c a u s e o f t h e h i g h 
p r o p o r t i o n o f p e o p l e i n t h e c h i l d - r e a r i n g a g e g r o u p s o f 2 0 - 3 9 
y e a r s a s i n d i c a t e d i n F i g u r e 2 : 1 . T h i s r a t e c o u l d a l s o be b o o s t e d 
i n i t i a l l y a s p e o p l e who h a v e p o s t p o n e d p u t t i n g o f f f a m i l i e s u n t i l 
t h e y a r e s e c u r e f i n d t h e y c a n n o t w a i t any l o n g e r . 

12 



fcO+ 

50-S^ 

50-3R 

ZJO-Z^ 

10-iq 

nTNv^g> 

FOGIES 

2£>0 400 fcOO 800 1000 1200 

600K& •• /&££> |<J&1 ££N6US 

-ii^i 

AC* 6TK0OUKE NSW MM 



2 . 3 . 2 Ski I I l e v e l s . 

T h e r e i s o n l y l i m i t e d d a t a a v a i l a b l e on t h e s k i l l l e v e l s of t h e 
I n d o - C h i n e s e . The e n t r y f o r m s f i l l e d ou t by a l l m i g r a n t s on 
a r r i v a l i n A u s t r a l i a p r o v i d e t h e o n l y s o u r c e of i n f o r m a t i o n on 
s k i l l s on a r r i v a l . These f o r m s a r e p r o c e s s e d by t h e DIEA b u t t h e 
a c c u r a c y o f t h e i n f o r m a t i o n i s n o t h i g h as i t i s a s e l f 
a s s e s s m e n t by p e o p l e who a r e l i k e l y t o h a v e d i f f e r e n t s t a n d a r d s 
i n a s s e s s i n g s k i l l s . 

T h i s i s t h e o n l y s o u r c e of d a t a a v a i l a b l e on t h e s k i l l l e v e l s o f 
r e f u g e e s b u t i t d o e s p r o v i d e a c o m p a r i s o n f o r a s s e s s i n g c h a n g e s . 
T h e s k i l l l e v e l s o f r e f u g e e s a p p e a r t o h a v e d e c l i n e d o v e r t i me as 
i n d i c a t e d , f o r t h e V i e t n a m e s e , i n T a b l e 2 : 3 . T h i s i s t o be 
e x p e c t e d a s t h e r e f u g e e s e l e c t i o n p r o c e s s f a v o u r s t h o s e p e o p l e 
w i t h h i g h e r s k i l l l e v e l s and t h e s e a r e a l s o t h e p e o p l e most 
l i k e l y t o h a v e h a d t h e r e s o u r c e s t o l e a v e e a r l y . The c h a n g e i n 
s k i l l l e v e l s h a s i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r t h e emp loymen t p r o s p e c t s of 
m o r e r e c e n t a r r i v a l s . 

R e s e a r c h c a r r i e d o u t i n t h e USA, and A u s t r a l i a , i n d i c a t e s t h a t 
I n d o - C h i n e s e r e f u g e e s a r e l e s s l i k e l y t h a n o t h e r m i g r a n t g r o u p s 
t o seek f o r m a l r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e i r q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . ( S t e i n 
: 2 9 - 4 1 & Cox 1 9 8 3 : 3 3 9 ) T h i s i s a t t r i b u t e d t o : 

- d i s p a r i t y i n c u l t u r e 
- l a c k o f an e s t a b l i s h e d e t h n i c c o m m u n i t y 
- p o o r e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s on a r r i v a l , 

b u t i t c o u l d a l s o be a r e f l e c t i o n of a d e s i r e f o r s t a b i l i t y a f t e r 
t h e e x t r e m e t r a u m a o f t h e r e f u g e e e x p e r i e n c e . ( H o p Van Chu) 

A n a l y s i s o f t h e o c c u p a t i o n a l s t a t u s o f r e f u g e e s i n A u s t r a l i a who 
h a d p r o f e s s i o n a l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s i n t h e i r c o u n t r y o f o r i g i n f o u n d 
t h a t t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e had a Iow app I i c a t i on r a t e f o r A u s t r a I i an 
r e c o g n i t i o n . A s u r v e y of p r o f e s s i o n a l r e f u g e e s f o u n d t h a t o n l y 58 
o f 123 h a d a p p l i e d f o r r e c o g n i t i o n a f t e r 2 1 / 2 y e a r s . (Cox 1983 
p 3 3 9 ) T h i s r e s e a r c h i m p l i e s t h a t once t h e y a r e s e t t l e d t h e 
I n d o - C h i n e s e a r e l e s s l i k e l y t o want t o make f u r t h e r c h a n g e s , 
t h i s i s i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h comments made by members o f t h e 
c o m m u n i t y t o t h e e f f e c t t h a t a f t e r t h e t r a u m a of t h e r e f u g e e 
e x p e r i e n c e t h e y w e r e no l o n g e r i n t e r e s t e d i n c h a n g e . 

Many of t h e s k i l l s t h a t t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e b r o u g h t w i t h t hem a r e 
d i f f i c u l t t o t r a n s f e r d i r e c t l y t o a w e s t e r n s o c i e t y b u t many h a v e 
s k i l l s t h a t a r e e x t r e m e l y u s e f u l i n p r o v i d i n g t h e g o o d s and 
s e r v i c e s t h a t t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e commun i t y r e q u i r e s . H o w e v e r , 
p u t t i n g t h e s e s k i l l s t o u s e o f t e n r e q u i r e s t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e 
c o m m u n i t y t o p r o v i d e t h e o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 

T h e r e can be l i t t l e d o u b t t h a t t h e most u s e f u l s k i l l f o r f i n d i n g 
e m p l o y m e n t i s g o o d E n g l i s h . B i - l i n g u a l s t a f f a r e much s o u g h t 
a f t e r p a r t i c u l a r l y by f i n a n c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s and g o v e r n m e n t 
d e p a r t m e n t s . 
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TABLE 2:2 SKILL ON ARRIVAL IN AUSTRALIA 
VIETNAMESE REFUGEES AGED 15+ 1975-80 

YEAR SKILL CATEGORY 

1975 

1976 

1977 

1978 

1979 

1980 

TOTAL 

Prof essi ona1 
+ Techn i caI 

43 

13 

53 

278 

220 
* 
1 1 

618 

27% 

13.4% 

5.9% 

8.3% 

4.0% 

0.2% 

5.8% 

CI 
& 

eri caI 
Admi n. 

10 

13 

37 

275 

345 

112 

792 

Sk i I 1ed 

12 

29 

99 

399 

224 

68 

831 

Semi -
Sk 

2, 

:i I Ied 

1 1 

15 

328 

941 

701 

376 

, 372 

Unsk 

1, 

3, 

4, 

10, 

:i 1 1 ed 

83 

27 

373 

460 

880 

71 1 

534 

SOURCE : Viviani 1984:280-81 
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2 . 3 . 3 Unemp loymen t 

I m m i g r a n t s a r e g e n e r a l l y more a f f e c t e d by u n e m p l o y m e n t t h a n t h e 
n a t i v e b o r n p o p u l a t i o n , f o r e x a m p l e , i n J u l y 1981 t h e o v e r a l l 
A u s t r a l i a n u n e m p l o y m e n t r a t e was 5.3% b u t f o r o v e r s e a s b o r n 
r e s i d e n t s t h e r a t e was 6 . 3 % . ( C o x , 1 9 8 3 p . 3 3 8 ) The I n d o - C h i n e s e 
h a v e b e e n no e x c e p t i o n t o t h i s g e n e r a l i s a t i o n b e i n g d i s a d v a n t a g e d 
n o t o n l y by t h e s h o r t t i m e span of t h e i r s e t t l e m e n t b u t a l s o by a 
l a c k o f E n g l i s h a n d a p p r o p r i a t e s k i l l s and p h y s i c a l d i f f e r e n c e s . 

The e m p l o y m e n t p r o s p e c t s of t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e i n Sydney h a v e n o t 
b e e n e n h a n c e d t h r o u g h t h e i r s e t t l e m e n t i n t h e F a i r f i e l d LGA. The 
f o l l o w i n g b r e a k d o w n of t h e u n e m p l o y e d r e g i s t e r e d a t t h e F a i r f i e l d 
o f f i c e o f t h e Commonwea l th Emp loyment S e r v i c e (CES) i n A u g u s t 
1984 i n d i c a t e s t h a t a t t h i s t i m e o f t h e u n e m p l o y e d i n F a i r f i e l d 
18% w e r e b o r n i n I n d o - C h i n a . T h i s r e p r e s e n t e d a p p r o x i m a t e l y 18.5% 
o f t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e p o p u l a t i o n r e s i d e n t i n F a i r f i e l d a t t h a t t i m e 
e s t i m a t e d t o be 1 3 , 5 0 0 . The unemp loymen t r a t e f o r t h e F a i r f i e l d 
a r e a g e n e r a l l y a t t h i s t i m e was 9 . 9 % . 

TABLE 2 : 3 . CHARACTERISTICS OF THE REGISTERED UNEMPLOYED IN 
F A I R F I E L D . AUGUST 1 9 8 4 . 

r e g i s t e r e d u n e m p l o y e d 
aged l e s s t h a n 25 y e a r s 
b o r n o v e r s e a s 
b o r n i n I n d o - C h i n a 

SOURCE: F a i r f i e l d CES 

The h i g h u n e m p l o y m e n t r a t e and t h e l a c k of s a l e a b l e w o r k s k i l l s 
w o u l d seem t o be f a c t o r s i n e n c o u r a g i n g s e l f - e m p I o y m e n t . H o w e v e r , 
members o f t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e c o m m u n i t y h a v e i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e 
e c o n o m i c s i t u a t i o n o f t h e e a r l y 8 0 ' s and d i f f i c u l t y i n f i n d i n g 
e m p l o y m e n t d i d n o t i n c r e a s e t h e n a t u r a l p r e f e r e n c e , e s p e c i a l l y 
amongs t t h e C h i n e s e , t o be i n b u s i n e s s . 

13,862 
5,960 
8,455 
2,495 

(43%) 
(61%) 
(18%) 
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2 . 4 F u t u r e M i g r a t i o n 

The g r o w t h o f t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e p o p u l a t i o n w i l l r e f l e c t t h e r a t e 
o f n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e by t h e p o p u l a t i o n t h a t i s a l r e a d y e s t a b l i s h e d 
and t h e number o f new m i g r a n t s t o be a c c e p t e d . 

The t y p e o f m i g r a n t a c c e p t e d w i l l i n f l u e n c e t h e s e r v i c e s and 
s u p p o r t r e q u i r e d by t h e commun i t y i n t h e f u t u r e . T h o s e p e o p l e who 
a r e c o n s o l i d a t i n g e s t a b l i s h e d f a m i l i e s w i l l r e q u i r e l e s s s u p p o r t 
t h a n r e f u g e e s . 

2 . 4 . 1 F u t u r e I n d o - C h i n e s e m i g r a t i o n . 

P r e d i c t i o n of t h e g r o w t h and d i r e c t i o n of t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e 
p o p u l a t i o n i n A u s t r a l i a i s c o m p l i c a t e d by u n c e r t a i n t y a s t o t h e 
number o f p e o p l e f r o m any p a r t i c u l a r r e g i o n t o be a c c e p t e d as 
mi g r a n t s . 

The DIEA d o e s n o t p r o v i d e any p r o j e c t i o n s o f m i g r a n t i n t a k e i n t o 
A u s t r a l i a . Q u o t a s a r e se t y e a r by y e a r b u t even t h e s e a r e n o t 
d e f i n i t e a n d can be i n f l u e n c e d by changes i n p u b l i c and p o l i t i c a l 
op i n i on . 

The number o f p e o p l e b e i n g a c c e p t e d as r e f u g e e s f r o m I n d o - C h i n a 
i s d e c r e a s i n g . I n 1 9 8 3 - 4 1 0 , 9 0 6 r e f u g e e s f r o m t h e A s i a n r e g i o n 
w e r e r e s e t t l e d i n A u s t r a l i a of w h i c h 1 0 , 0 9 2 w e r e f r o m I n d o - C h i n a . 
T h i s was t h e l o w e s t a n n u a l i n t a k e of I n d o - C h i n e s e r e f u g e e s s i n c e 
1 9 7 8 . -

The r e d u c t i o n i n r e f u g e e s e t t l e r s i s , h o w e v e r , b e i n g o f f s e t by an 
i n c r e a s e i n p e o p l e b e i n g a c c e p t e d u n d e r t h e f a m i l y m i g r a t i o n 
p r o g r a m . In 1 9 8 3 - 4 11116 p e o p l e f r o m t h e A s i a n r e g i o n w e r e 
a c c e p t e d u n d e r t h i s p r o g r a m . T h i s r e p r e s e n t e d an i n c r e a s e of 166% 
o v e r t h e number a c c e p t e d i n 1 9 7 8 - 9 . The number o f p e o p l e e l i g i b l e 
f o r r e s e t t l e m e n t u n d e r t h e F a m i l y M i g r a t i o n p r o g r a m i s , h o w e v e r , 
f i n i t e a n d l i m i t e d n o t o n l y by t h e number o f r e l a t i v e s b u t a l s o 
by t h e s e v e r i t y o f e n t r y r e q u i r e m e n t s - r e f e r a p p e n d i x 3 . 
A c c e p t a n c e of a r e d u c e d number of r e f u g e e s l i m i t s t h e number o f 
new f a m i l i e s w h i c h can be r e - s e t t l e d . As t h e f a m i l i e s o f p e o p l e 
who o r i g i n a l l y m i g r a t e d as r e f u g e e s a r e c o m p l e t e d t h e number of 
I n d o - C h i n e s e e l i g i b l e t o m i g r a t e u n d e r t h e F a m i l y R e u n i o n p r o g r a m 
can b e e x p e c t e d t o d e c r e a s e . As b o t h new s e t t l e r s u n d e r t h e 
S p e c i a l H u m a n i t a r i a n and F a m i l y R e u n i o n p r o g r a m s can b e e x p e c t e d 
t o d e c l i n e f u t u r e i n c r e a s e s i n t h e c o m m u n i t y w i l l be l i m i t e d t o 
n a t u r a l i n c r e a s e o f t h e e s t a b l i s h e d p o p u l a t i o n . 
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TABLE 2:4 SETTLERS FROM THE ASIAN REGION. 

CATEGORY 1978/9 1980/1 1983/4 
No % No % No % 

Family 4171 24.2 5276 27.0 11116 32.7 
Reun i on 
Refugees 12064 89.7 15767 72.2 10906 73.8 
Other 3979 10.5 3871 5.5 3302 15.7 

TOTAL 20214 29.4 241914 22.4 25324 36.3 

NOTE: % refers to proportion of total migration in category for 
that year . 
SOURCE: DIEA 1984 p p . 2 4 - 5 . 

« 
2 . 4 . 2 M i g r a t i o n p o l i c y 

The i n c r e a s e i n f a m i l y m i g r a t i o n o v e r r e f u g e e s r e f l e c t s n o t o n l y 
t h e c h a n g e i n t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e commun i t y b u t a c h a n g e i n 
g o v e r n m e n t a t t i t u d e . I t d o e s n o t i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e r e f u g e e 
p r o b l e m i n I n d o - C h i n a h a s ceased t o e x i s t . As a t J u n e 1984 t h e r e 
w e r e 1 6 0 , 8 4 2 I n d o - C h i n e s e r e g i s t e r e d w i t h t h e U n i t e d N a t i o n s H i g h 
C o m m i s s i o n f o r R e f u g e e s f o r r e s e t t l e m e n t . 

O v e r t h e l a s t f e w y e a r s t h e r e has been a r e a c t i o n by some s e c t o r s 
o f t h e c o m m u n i t y a g a i n s t t h e i n c r e a s e i n A s i a n m i g r a t i o n . T h i s 
r e a c t i o n i s t y p i f i e d by t h e a r g u m e n t s p u t f o r w a r d by P r o f . 
B l a i n e y t o t h e e f f e c t t h a t t o o many A s i a n p e o p l e h a v e b e e n 
a c c e p t e d o v e r t o o s h o r t a t i m e p e r i o d and t h a t t h e y a r e 
d i s p l a c i n g o t h e r p o t e n t i a l m i g r a n t s f r o m E u r o p e a n c o u n t r i e s . 

T h i s a r g u m e n t i g n o r e s t h e t r e n d i n m i g r a t i o n t h a t was e v i d e n t 
p r i o r t o t h e a r r i v a l o f t h e b o a t p e o p l e f o r a much l o w e r m i g r a n t 
i n t a k e f r o m t h e t r a d i t i o n a l s o u r c e s as i n d i c a t e d i n F i g u r e 2 : 2 . 
The I n d o - C h i n e s e r e p r e s e n t e d an e x c e p t i o n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e w h i c h 
a l t e r e d t h i s t r e n d . 
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3 . MIGRANT SETTLEMENT 

C a b r a m a t t a h a s a c t e d a s a p l a c e of f i r s t s e t t l e m e n t f o r 
s u c c e s s i v e waves o f m i g r a n t s s i n c e WW2. The I n d o - C h i n e s e a r e t h e 
most r e c e n t g r o u p o f n o n - E n g l i s h s p e a k i n g m i g r a n t s t o f i n d t h e 
a r e a a c o n v e n i e n t p l a c e i n w h i c h t o s e t t l e . T h e i r s e t t l e m e n t i s 
c o n c e n t r a t e d i n t h e a r e a a r o u n d C a b r a m a t t a s t a t i o n and c o m m e r c i a l 
a r e a e n c o u r a g e d by t h e s u p p l y of r e l a t i v e l y cheap r e n t a l 
accommodat i o n . 

3 . 1 Why F a i r f i e l d ? 

F a i r f i e l d LGA, and C a b r a m a t t a i n p a r t i c u l a r , h a v e a c t e d a s p l a c e s 
of f i r s t s e t t l e m e n t f o r s u c c e s s i v e waves o f n o n - E n g l i s h s p e a k i n g 
mi g r a n t s s i n c e WW2. The u n i q u e p o s i t i o n of F a i r f i e l d i n f i l l i n g 
such a r o l e i s i l l u s t r a t e d i n F i g u r e 3 :1 w h i c h i d e n t i f i e s 
F a i r f i e l d as t h e o n l y o u t e r s u b u r b a n LGA w h i c h had a s t r o n g 
componen t o f o v e r s e a s b o r n m i g r a t i o n b e t w e e n 1947 and 1 9 6 6 . The 
m a j o r i t y o f n o n - E n g l i s h s p e a k i n g r e s i d e n t s s e t t l i n g i n Sydney 
d u r i n g th i»s p e r i o d t e n d e d t o c o n s o l i d a t e e a r l i e r s e t t l e m e n t 
p a t t e r n s w h i c h c o n c e n t r a t e d on t h e i n n e r s u b u r b s . ( B u r n I e y 
1 9 7 5 : 3 2 6 ) 

N o n - E n g l i s h s p e a k i n g o v e r s e a s b o r n r e s i d e n t s h a v e been a t t r a c t e d 
t o F a i r f i e l d f o r a number of r e a s o n s : 

* c h a i n m i g r a t i o n . P r i o r t o WW2 m a r k e t g a r d e n s w e r e 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n F a i r f i e l d by d i f f e r e n t m i g r a n t g r o u p s , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e Y u g o s l a v s and I t a l i a n s . A f t e r t h e war t h e s e 
c o m m u n i t i e s c o n s o l i d a t e d t h e i r s e t t l e m e n t i n t h i s a r e a t h r o u g h 
t h e p r o c e s s of c h a i n m i g r a t i o n . Tha t i s , t h e p r o c e s s w h e r e b y one 
member o f a f a m i l y m i g r a t e s , a c q u i r e s m a t e r i a l r e s o u r c e s and 
p e r s o n a I sk i I I s mak i n g i t e a s i e r f o r o t h e r members o f t h e f am i Iy 
t o f o l l o w . N a t u r a l l y t h e f o l l o w i n g members s e t t l e c l o s e t o 
e a r l i e r a r r i v a l s t o t a k e a d v a n t a g e of t h e r e s o u r c e s t h e y h a v e 
a c q u i r e d . E a r l y s e t t l e m e n t s t e n d , t h e r e f o r e , t o be c o n c e n t r a t e d . 

* t h e l o c a t i o n of t h e m i g r a n t h o s t e l s . T h r e e o f t h e f o u r i n 
S y d n e y , w e r e l o c a t e d i n t h e W e s t e r n s u b u r b s a t : L e i g h t o n f i e I d ; 
C a b r a m a t t a and E a s t H i l l s . P e o p l e a r r i v i n g i n m i g r a n t h o s t e l s as 
d i s p l a c e d p e r s o n s a f t e r WW2 o f t e n had l i t t l e E n g l i s h and f e w 
f i n a n c i a l r e s o u r c e s . They s e t t l e d w i t h i n t h e a r e a w i t h w h i c h t h e y 
w e r e most f am i I i a r , u s u a l l y d e f i n e d by t h e h o s t e l , w o r k and 
p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t r o u t e s . ( B u r n Iey 1982 p . 9 2 ) 

* l o c a t i o n c l o s e t o m a j o r i n d u s t r i a l a r e a s - a t Y e n n o r a and 
L e i gh t on f i e I d . P r o x i m i t y t o i n d u s t r i a l a r e a s i s a c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
F a i r f i e l d s h a r e s w i t h t h e i n n e r s u b u r b s . Many m i g r a n t s , and 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e whose E n g l i s h was n o t good i n i t i a l l y s o u g h t 
emp loymen t i n f a c t o r i e s . 

20 



Immigrant succession and Australian-born decline 

Immigrant succession converting decline to increase 

m U m Strong overseas-born component in moderate growth 

Strong overseas-born component in marked growth 

E . . . 1111,1 u n a 

•:::&::*%&:i Small overseas-born component in marked growth 

r 
10 

r 
o 10 

kilometres 

n 
20 

SOURCE - SURHLEr l<T75 • 3Zb 
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* a c c e s s t o p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t . The M a i n S o u t h e r n L i n e r u n s 
t h r o u g h t h e e a s t e r n p o r t i o n o f F a i r f i e l d w i t h s i x s t a t i o n s i n t h e 
LGA. The b e s t t r a i n s e r v i c e i s f r o m C a b r a m a t t a w h e r e t h e r e i s a 
l i n k t o R e g e n t s P a r k w h i c h r e d u c e s t h e t r a v e l t i m e t o t h e c i t y by 
8 m i n u t e s , t o 46 m i n u t e s , as compared t o t h e r o u t e v i a G r a n v i l l e . 
The r a i l w a y s t a t i o n s a c t as t h e f o c a l p o i n t s f o r t h e p r i v a t e l y 
o p e r a t e d b u s r o u t e s w h i c h s e r v i c e t h e r e s t o f t h e LGA. 

* l o w - c o s t r e n t a l accommodat ion . T h e r e a r e l a r g e a r e a s o f 
H o u s i n g C o m m i s s i o n d w e l l i n g s i n b o t h t h e new and t h e e s t a b l i s h e d 
r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s and t h e r e i s a l a r g e number o f f l a t s a r o u n d t h e 
r a i l w a y s t a t i o n s i n t h e a r e a , w h i c h i s n o t common i n t h e W e s t e r n 
s u b u r b s . 

The c o m b i n a t i o n o f t h e s e f a c t o r s , i l l u s t r a t e d i n F i g u r e 3 : 2 , 
e n c o u r a g e d F a i r f i e l d t o become an a r e a of f i r s t s e t t l e m e n t f o r 
m i g r a n t s f r o m many E u r o p e a n c o u n t r i e s . Each o f t h e s e g r o u p s 
s o u g h t t o r e t a i n t h e i r c u l t u r a l i d e n t i t y t h r o u g h e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f 
s p e c i a l i s e d s h o p s and s e r v i c e s , s o c i a l c l u b s a n d c o m m u n i t y 
s u p p o r t g r o u p s . 

22 





24 



3 . 1 . 1 . M i g r a n t h o s t e l l o c a t i o n 

The l o c a t i o n o f m i g r a n t h o s t e l s h a s b e e n , a n d c o n t i n u e s t o b e , a 
v e r y i m p o r t a n t i n f l u e n c e on t h e i m m e d i a t e s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n o f 
p e o p l e who spend some t i m e i n m i g r a n t h o s t e l s . 

I n f o r m a t i o n c o l l e c t e d by t h e AMES on m i g r a n t s s e t t l i n g d i r e c t l y 
i n t o t h e c o m m u n i t y and f r o m m i g r a n t h o s t e l s , s u m m a r i s e d i n T a b l e 
3 : 1 , i n d i c a t e s t h e i n f l u e n c e t h a t h o s t e l l o c a t i o n c o n t i n u e s t o 
e x e r t on F a i r f i e l d . 

In t h e f o u r y e a r s f r o m J u l y 1979 t o J u n e 1983 16 .3% of a l l new 
r e s i d e n t s f r o m c o u n t r i e s w h e r e E n g l i s h i s n o t t h e n a t i o n a l 
l a n g u a g e , s e t t l i n g i n t h e Sydney S t a t i s t i c a l D i v i s i o n (SSD) 
s e t t l e d i n i t i a l l y i n F a i r f i e l d . A v e r y h i g h p r o p o r t i o n , 8 3 . 7 % , 
o f new m i g r a n t s s e t t l i n g i n F a i r f i e l d moved t h e r e f r o m one o f t h e 
m i g r a n t h o s t e l s . 

A b o v e a v e r a g e p r o p o r t i o n s of m i g r a n t s f r o m V i e t n a m , L a o s , 
Cambod ia a*nd S o u t h A m e r i c a s e t t l e d i n F a i r f i e l d . V e r y f e w 
m i g r a n t s f r o m I n d o - C h i n a and C e n t r a l o r S o u t h A m e r i c a s e t t l e 
d i r e c t l y i n t o t h e c o m m u n i t y b e c a u s e t h e y d o n o t , o r d i d n o t , h a v e 
e s t a b l i s h e d c o m m u n i t i e s t o p r o v i d e s u p p o r t i n t h e i n i t i a l 
s e t t l e m e n t p e r i o d . F a i r f i e l d h a s been c o n t i n u i n g t o a c t a s a 
p l a c e of i n i t i a l s e t t l e m e n t f o r r e s i d e n t s w i t h o u t a f o c u s f o r 
s e t t I e m e n t . 

M i g r a n t h o s t e l s a r e e x p e n s i v e t o r u n and t h e i r o p e r a t i o n was 
c r i t i c a I I y r e v i ewed by t h e DIEA i n t h e e a r l y 1 9 8 0 ' s wh i ch 
r e s u l t e d i n t h e c l o s u r e o f t h e h o s t e l s a t C a b r a m a t t a a n d E a s t 
H i l l s . 

T h e c l o s u r e o f t h e s e h o s t e l s c o u l d h a v e b e e n e x p e c t e d t o r e d u c e 
t h e p r o p o r t i o n o f m i g r a n t s s e e k i n g t o s e t t l e i n F a i r f i e l d . 
H o w e v e r , m i g r a n t s a c c e p t e d s i n c e t h e c l o s u r e o f t h e s e h o s t e l s 
h a v e c o n s o l i d a t e d e x i s t i n g c o m m u n i t i e s . I f a s i g n i f i c a n t g r o u p o f 
mi g r a n t s f rom a. c o u n t r y w i t h ou t a p r e v i o u s r e c o r d o f m i g r a t i o n 
h a d b e e n a c c e p t e d c h a n g e s i n t h e s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n o f t h e new 
r e s i d e n t s may h a v e b e e n a p p a r e n t . 

T a b l e 3 : 2 p r o v i d e s f u r t h e r e v i d e n c e o f t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f h o s t e l 
l o c a t i o n w i t h o n l y f o u r LGAs a c t i n g a s p l a c e s o f f i r s t s e t t l e m e n t 
f o r t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e , 3 o f w h i c h a r e c l o s e t o W e s t b r i d g e H o s t e l . 
T h i s t a b l e a l s o i n d i c a t e s t h a t once an a r e a h a s a t t r a c t e d i n i t i a l 
s e t t l e m e n t l a t e r a r r r i v a l s t e n d t o c o n s o l i d a t e t h e s e p a t t e r n s 

The DIEA i s c o n t i n u i n g t o c r i t i c a l l y e x a m i n e t h e r o l e o f m i g r a n t 
h o s t e l s a n d f u r t h e r c l o s u r e s a r e p o s s i b l e . C u r r e n t t h i n k i n g 
f a v o u r s d i s p o s a l o f l a r g e c o m p l e x e s i n f a v o u r o f t h e a c q u i s i t i o n 
o f s m a l l b l o c k s o f f l a t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e m e t r o p o l i t a n a r e a . T h i s 
w o u l d a l l o w t h e a c c o m m o d a t i o n t o be m o r e r e a d i l y a d a p t a b l e t o 
m i g r a n t n e e d s . Such a c h a n g e i n p o l i c y w o u l d p r o v i d e m o r e 
h o s p i t a b l e a c c o m m o d a t i o n on i n i t i a l s e t t l e m e n t a n d i t w o u l d a l s o 
e n c o u r a g e a more d i s p e r s e d s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n . So t h a t t h e 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f p a r t i c u l a r g r o u p s o f m i g r a n t s e v i d e n t i n a r e a s 
such a s F a i r f i e l d w o u l d be l e s s l i k e l y t o o c c u r . 
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TABLE 3:1 MIGRANT SETTLEMENT FROM COUNTRIES WHERE ENGLISH 
IS NOT THE NATIONAL LANGUAGE 1/7/79 - 30/6/83. 

COUNTRY SYDNEY STATISTICAL DIVISION 
/REGION HOSTEL DIRECT TOTAL 

FAIRFIELD LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA 
HOSTEL DIRECT TOTAL % SSD 

to 
en 

EUROPE 

MIDDLE 
EAST 

VIETNAM 

LAOS 

CAMBODIA 

OTHER 
ASIA 

SOUTH 
AMERICA 

AFR ICA 

OCEANIA 

6, 508 

194 

14,483 

1 , 774 

2, 687 

388 

2, 268 

8 

_ 

8, 927 

4, 335 

443 

25 

10 

8, 101 

1 , 177 

357 

645 

15,435 

4,529 

14,926 

1 , 799 

2,697 

8,489 

3,445 

365 

645 

844 

9 

2,970 

1,181 

1 , 628 

40 

690 

182 

49 

5 

1 

277 

1 , 534 

191 

3, 019 

1 , 186 

1 ,629 

317 

9.9 

4.2 

20.2 

65.9 

60.4 

3.7 

442 135 

18 

28 

577 

18 

28 

16.7 

4.9 

4.3 

TOTAL 28,210 24,020 52,230 7,114 1,385 8,499 16.3 

SOURCE: Plimmer 1982, 1983 A & B. 

Note: HOSTEL - settlement from a migrant hostel 
DIRECT - settlement direct from airport 



TABLE 3:2 INITIAL SETTLEMENT INDO-CHINESE HOSTEL DEPARTURES BY LGA JULY 79 - JUNE 83 

to 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT AREA 

Marri ckv i 1 1 e 
South Sydney 
Sydney 
Other Inner City 

Burwood 
St rathf i eld 
Other Inner West 

Bankst own 
fcan t erbu ry 
Other Southern 

Aubu rn 
Fa i rf i el d 
Other West 

Li verpoo 1 
Other South-West 

J u l y -
Dec 
1979 
% 

1 .9 
2.2 
6.3 
5.5 

5.5 
6.5 
3.0 

7.4 
3.9 
1 .4 

5.4 
28.9 
4.9 

13.2 
0.2 

Jan-
June 
1980 
% 

4.7 
4.2 
5.5 
6.6 

5.2 
7.8 
2.9 

11.1 
2.5 
0.3 

4.4 
24.2 
4.4 

10.1 
2.2 

July-
Dec 
1980 
% 

5.5 
4.3 
5.2 
6.3 

4.9 
7.4 
1 .8 

8.3 
3.3 
1 .9 

1 .8 
29.5 
2.6 

14.7 
3.9 

Jan-
June 
1981 
% 

8.1 
4.5 
1 .2 
2.2 

4.0 
1 .3 
1 .7 

12.5 
10.7 
1 .8 

3.9 
33.9 
5.8 

4.3 
0.4 

July-
Dec 
1981 

* % 

16.6 
4.2 
2.1 
2.8 

2.5 
1 .9 
2.7 

13. 1 
10.4 
3.0 

5.4 
29.6 
2.2 

3.6 
0.4 

Jan-
June 
1982 
% 

7.2 
2.6 
2.0 
2.7 

2.3 
3.2 
2. 1 

11.1 
11.5 
. 2.6 

6.0 
28.4 
2.5 

1 .9 
1 .0 

J u l y -
Dec 
1982 
% 

16.4 
2.1 
1 .2 
4.3 

1 . 1 
1 .9 
1 . 1 

12.5 
1 1 .6 
1 .1 

4.0 
36. 1 
0.5 

3.3 
— 

Jan-
June 
1983 
% 

14.5 
1 .6 
1 .3 
5.3 

1 .7 
0.1 
0. 1 

12.5 
12.4 
1 .5 

4.5 
40.3 
4.7 

4.9 
— 

Northern 0.7 1 .6 1 .5 2.9 3.4 2.2 2.6 2.4 

TOTAL PERSONS 2531 2627 2766 2001 24333 2192 2009 2379 

SOURCE: PLIMMER 1982, 1983, A & B 



3 . 2 . I n d o - C h i n e s e S e t t l e m e n t in F a i r f i e l d 

T h e I n d o - C h i n e s e w e r e a t t r a c t e d t o F a i r f i e l d f o r t h e same r e a s o n s 
a s p r e v i o u s waves o f r e f u g e e s . They w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y i n f l u e n c e d 
by t h e m i g r a n t h o s t e l s b e c a u s e of t h e i r v e r y r e s t r i c t e d s p h e r e of 
a c t i v i t y , h a v i n g f e w o f t h e s k i l l s and r e s o u r c e s r e q u i r e d f o r 
I i v i ng i n Sydney . 

T h e i r t e n d e n c y t o s e t t l e i n F a i r f i e l d was a l s o p r o m o t e d b e c a u s e : 

* T h e DIEA t e n d e d t o d i r e c t t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e t o w a r d s t h e 
h o s t e l s i n t h e w e s t e r n s u b u r b s , o p e r a t i n g t h e E n d e a v o u r H o s t e l a t 
M a r o u b r a a s a s h o w p i e c e . C o n s e q u e n t l y a l m o s t a l I r e f u g e e s w e r e 
m o v i n g o u t f r o m h o s t e l s i n t h e w e s t e r n s u b u r b s . ( V i v i a n i 1 9 8 4 : 1 6 2 ) 

* T h e v e r y s m a l l n u m b e r s o f I n d o - C h i n e s e i n Sydney meant 
t h a t s e t t l e m e n t was n o t i n f l u e n c e d by t h e s e t t l e m e n t p a t t e r n o f 
any e a r l i e r , e s t a b l i s h e d g r o u p . 

* T h e management o f t h e m i g r a n t h o s t e l s e n c o u r a g e d t h e 
I n d o - C h i n e s e t o move o u t q u i c k l y b e f o r e t h e y h a d l e a r n t even 

b a s i c s u r v i v a l s k i l l s . M i g r a n t h o s t e l s i n A u s t r a l i a t e n d t o b e 
l a r g e e s t a b l i s h m e n t s w h i c h c a n n o t c a t e r f o r i n d i v i d u a l 
p r e f e r e n c e s . T h e I n d o - C h i n e s e f o u n d t h e m i g r a n t h o s t e l 
e n v i r o n m e n t , a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e f o o d , u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . I t was 
a l i e n i n s t y l e a n d i t d e n i e d f a m i l y p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n f o o d 
p r e p a r a t i o n w h i c h had p r e v i o u s l y been an i m p o r t a n t p a r t o f t h e i r 
I i f e s t y I e . T h e DIEA i n i t s e v a l u a t i o n o f I n d o - C h i n e s e s e t t l e m e n t 
f o u n d t h a t f o o d was t h e most s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t o r i n e n c o u r a g i n g 
t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e t o move ou t more q u i c k l y t h a n o t h e r m i g r a n t 
g r o u p s . ( DIEA 1982 4 2 - 4 3 ) 

I t h a s b e e n s u g g e s t e d by t h e f i r s t m i g r a n t o f f i c e r t o w o r k a t FCC 
t h a t P o l i s h r e f u g e e s a r r i v i n g a t t h e same t i m e a s t h e 
I n d o - C h i n e s e s p e n t l o n g e r p e r i o d s i n t h e h o s t e l s b e c a u s e t h e y 
f o u n d t h e e n v i r o n m e n t mo re a c c e p t a b l e and t h e y s u b s e q u e n t l y 
s e t t l e d i n a m o r e d i s p e r s e d p a t t e r n , a t l e a s t i n p a r t , b e c a u s e 
t h e y had h a d m o r e t i m e t o a d a p t . 

* T h e e x i s t e n c e o f a l a r g e a r e a o f r e s i d e n t i a l f l a t s a r o u n d 
C a b r a m a t t a s t a t i o n and c o m m e r c i a l a r e a e n a b l e d a c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f 
t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e who may h a v e o t h e r w i s e g r a v i t a t e d t o many 
s m a l l e r c e n t r e s i n an a t t e m p t t o f i n d h o u s i n g . 

C o n c e n t r a t i o n h a s b e e n an i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r i n a l l o w i n g t h e 
I n d o - C h i n e s e t o a s s i m i l a t e a n d cope i n an e n v i r o n m e n t w h e r e t h e y 
w e r e g i v e n v e r y l i t t l e a s s i s t a n c e once t h e y h a d l e f t t h e h o s t e l . 
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3 . 3 I n d o - C h i n e s e P o p u l a t i o n in F a i r f i e l d . 

The 1981 C e n s u s i n d i c a t e s t h a t i n t h e f i v e y e a r s f r o m 1976 t o 
1981 t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e p o p u l a t i o n i n F a i r f i e l d g r e w f r o m 14 t o 
4 4 3 0 , r e p r e s e n t i n g 22 .0% of t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e i n Sydney i n 1 9 8 1 . 

T h e n u m b e r o f p e o p l e l i v i n g i n F a i r f i e l d LGA who w e r e b o r n i n 
I n d o - C h i n a h a s c o n t i n u e d t o i n c r e a s e s i n c e 1981 c o n s o l i d a t i n g t h e 
c o m m u n i t i e s e s t a b l i s h e d b e t w e e n 1976 & 1 9 8 1 . 

R e c o r d s o f i n i t i a l s e t t l e m e n t o f m i g r a n t s b o t h d i r e c t f r o m t h e 
a i r p o r t a n d f r o m m i g r a n t h o s t e l s a n a l y s e d by t h e A d u l t M i g r a n t 
E d u c a t i o n S e r v i c e (AMES) beween J u l y 1981 a n d J u n e 1983 i n d i c a t e 
t h e s t r e n g t h o f t h i s c o n t i n u e d s e t t l e m e n t . I n t h i s p e r i o d 4577 
m i g r a n t s s e t t l e d i n i t i a l l y i n F a i r f i e l d o f w h i c h 2 9 2 8 , o r 64%, 
w e r e f r o m I n d o - C h i n a . ( P l i m m e r 1 9 8 2 , 1 9 8 3 A & B ) 

The AMES e s t i m a t e s d o n o t i n c l u d e s e c o n d a r y m i g r a t i o n i n t o 
F a i r f i e l d w h i c h can b e e x p e c t e d t o be s i g n i f i c a n t b e c a u s e o f t h e 
s t r e n g t h o f t h e c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e c o m m u n i t y i n 
Sydney w i t h i n F a i r f i e l d . An e s t i m a t e o f t h e t o t a l I n d o - C h i n e s e 
m i g r a t i o n i n t o F a i r f i e l d can be o b t a i n e d f r o m a r e p o r t p r e p a r e d 
by t h e U r b a n & E n v i r o n m e n t a l P l a n n i n g G roup f o r t h e DIEA r e l a t i n g 
t o t o t a l s e t t l e m e n t w h i c h e s t i m a t e d t h a t 9000 r e s i d e n t s b o r n 
o v e r s e a s i n n o n - E n g l i s h s p e a k i n g c o u n t r i e s s e t t l e d i n F a i r f i e l d 
b e t w e e n 1981 a n d 1983. (UEPG 1 9 8 1 : 9 6 ) I f t h e b r e a k u p o f t o t a l 
n o n - E n g l i s h s p e a k i n g s e t t l e m e n t i s assumed t o b e t h e same a s t h a t 
i n d i c a t e d i n T a b l e 3 : 1 f o r i n i t i a l s e t t l e m e n t t h e n i t can be 
e s t i m a t e d t h a t 5760 I n d o - C h i n e s e s e t t l e d i n F a i r f i e l d f r o m 
1 9 8 1 - 1 9 8 3 b r i n g i n g t h e t o t a l t o J u n e 1983 t o 1 0 , 3 3 4 . 

A s u r v e y o f V i e t n a m e s e i n C a b r a m a t t a c a r r i e d o u t by Mabe l Wong i n 
1984 i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e r e was a f a i r d e g r e e o f l o c a t i o n a l 
s t a b i l i t y a f t e r t h e i n i t i a l move i n t o t h e c o m m u n i t y . T h i s s u r v e y 
a l s o f o u n d t h a t t h e r e was a move i n t o F a i r f i e l d by V i e t n a m e s e 
h o u s e h o l d s , i n t h e s a m p l e 25% of h o u s e h o l d s h a d moved i n t o 
F a i r f i e l d f r o m o t h e r LGAs. (Wong 1 9 8 4 : 5 2 ) T h i s c o n c l u s i o n i s 
s u p p o r t e d by F C C ' s c u r r e n t M i g r a n t O f f i c e r , Mary S c h i l l e r , who 
f e e l s t h a t t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e a r e c o n s o l i d a t i n g t h e i r s e t t l e m e n t i n 
Sydney i n t h e F a i r f i e l d LGA. 

N e i t h e r D IEA o r AMES h a v e c o n t i n u e d t o m a i n t a i n r e c o r d s o f 
d e p a r t u r e s f o r new m i g r a n t s r e l a t e d t o LGA o r s u b u r b o f i n t e n d e d 
s e t t l e m e n t . C o n s e q u e n t l y e s t i m a t e s o f t h e c u r r e n t I n d o - C h i n e s e 
p o p u l a t i o n i n F a i r f i e l d can o n l y be a p p r o x i m a t e , b a s e d on p a s t 
t r e n d s a n d a s s u m p t i o n s as t o o t h e r i n f l u e n c e s . I f i t i s assumed 
t h a t t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e p o p u l a t i o n i n F a i r f i e l d h a s c o n t i n u e d t o 
i n c r e a s e a t t h e same r a t e a s i t d i d b e t w e e n J u l y 1981 a n d J u n e 
1983 t h e n e x t r a p o l a t i o n i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e r e w e r e some 15990 
I n d o - C h i n e s e r e s i d e n t i n F a i r f i e l d LGA i n December 1 9 8 4 . T h i s 
f i g u r e d o e s n o t , h o w e v e r , i n c l u d e t h e c h i l d r e n b o r n t o 
I n d o - C h i n e s e m i g r a n t s s i n c e t h e i r a r r i v a l w h i c h i s e x p e c t e d t o 
h a v e i n c r e a s e d t h e p o p u l a t i o n c o n s i d e r a b l y . T a b l e 3 : 2 s u m m a r i s e s 
t h e g r o w t h o f t h e I n d o - C h i n e s e p o p u l a t i o n i n F a i r f i e l d s i n c e 
1 9 7 6 . 
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TABLE 3 : 3 INDO-CHINESE SETTLEMENT IN FA IRF IELD LGA 1976 - 1 9 8 3 . 

COUNTRY 

• 

V i etnam 
Loas 
Cambodi a 

TOTAL 

1976 

14 
0 
0 

14 

1981 

3510 
237 
683 

4470 

Initial 
1981-3 

1232 
406 
1280 

2918 

1983 

Total 
1981-3 

2601 
792 

251 1 

5904 

TOTAL 
1983 

61 1 1 
1029 
3194 

10334 

NOTES: " I n i t i a l 1 9 8 1 - 3 " r e f e r s t o i n i t i a l s e t t l e m e n t e s t i m a t e d by 
t h e AMES. 
" T o t a l 1 9 8 1 - 3 " r e f e r s t o t o t a l s e t t l e m e n t e s t i m a t e d by 
U r b a n and E n v i r o n m e n t a l P l a n n i n g G roup f o r D I E A . 

SOURCE: ABS C e n s u s o f p o p u l a t i o n & H o u s i n g 1976 & 1 9 8 1 . 
P I i m m e r 1983 A & B . 
U r b a n a n d E n v i r o n m e n t a l P l a n n i n g G r o u p . p . 9 6 . 
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3 . 3 . 1 I ndo -Ch inese s e t t l e m e n t i n Cabramat ta 

I ndo -Ch inese s e t t l e m e n t in F a i r f i e l d has been c o n c e n t r a t e d around 
C a b r a m a t t a , p a r t i c u l a r l y in the r e s i d e n t i a l f l a t a r e a s 
s u r r o u n d i n g the c e n t r e . 

The i n f l u x of Indo-Ch inese has n o t , however , d i s p l a c e d e x i s t i n g 
r e s i d e n t s . The p o p u l a t i o n of Cabramat ta i n c r e a s e d between 1976 & 
1981 by 2644 p e r s o n s , which i s a p p r o x i m a t e l y t he same as the 
i n c r e a s e i n the Indo-Ch inese p o p u l a t i o n . The Indo -Ch inese 
" i n f l u x " appears t o have i n c r e a s e d , r a t h e r than d i s p l a c i n g , the 
Cabramat ta p o p u l a t i o n . The number of d w e l l i n g s i n Cabramat ta i n 
t h i s p e r i o d i n c r e a s e d by 552, m a i n l y t h r o u g h the c o n s t r u c t i o n of 
r e s i d e n t i a l f l a t s i n the a rea around the r a i l w a y s t a t i o n . T h i s 
i n c r e a s e i n d w e l I i n g s and a h i g h e r occupancy r a t e i n t he suburb 
f r o m 3 .05 i n 1976 t o 3.25 in 1981 account f o r t h i s p o p u l a t i o n 
i n c r e a s e wh ich i s s u b s t a n t i a l i n t h i s e s t a b l i s h e d r e d i d e n t i a l 
a rea . 

A n a l y s i s of the AMES d a t a in Tab le 3 :2 i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e 
a t t r a c t i o n of F a i r f i e l d f o r new Indo -Ch inese a r r i v a l s i s 
i n c r e a s i n g . The 1981 Census i n d i c a t e d t h a t w i t h i n F a i r f i e l d LGA 
i t s e l f t h e I ndo -Ch inese a r e c o n c e n t r a t e d i n Cabramat ta w i t h 76% 
of t h e I ndo -Ch inese r e s i d e n t in F a i r f i e l d , and coun ted i n the 
Census, were l i v i n g i n the suburb of C a b r a m a t t a . I f t h i s 
p r o p o r t i o n has been m a i n t a i n e d then over 12,000 Indo -Ch inese 
wou ld c u r r e n t l y be l i v i n g in C a b r a m a t t a . 

A f u r t h e r i n d i c a t i o n of the s t r e n g t h of I ndo -Ch inese s e t t l e m e n t 
i n Cab rama t ta i s g i v e n th rough an a n a l y s i s of t he home addresses 
of t hose p e o p l e who have sought A u s t r a l i a n c i t i z e n s h i p . T a b l e 3 :3 
p r e s e n t s c i t i z e n s h i p i n f o r m a t i o n f o r t he I ndo -Ch inese i n 1983/4 
and i n d i c a t e s t h a t more than 50% of t h e I ndo -Ch inese seek ing 
c i t i z e n s h i p l i v e in C a b r a m a t t a . 

W h i l e t hese r e c o r d s a r e b i a s e d towards m i g r a n t s t h a t a r e more 
e s t a b l i s h e d they do p r o v i d e an i n d i c a t i o n of t h e r e l a t i v e 
s t r e n g t h s of t he Indo-Ch inese i n d i f f e r e n t suburbs in F a i r f i e l d 
LGA. They a l s o i n d i c a t e t ha t B o n n y r i g g i s d e v e l o p i n g as a 
secondary c e n t r e of Indo-Ch inese s e t t l e m e n t i n t he new 
r e s i d e n t i a l a r e a s . 
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TABLE 3 : 4 CITIZENSHIP RECORDS 2 1 / 7 / 8 3 - 2 0 / 9 / 8 4 

Subu rb Country of Origin 

Vietnam Laos Kampuchea Total 

Establi shed 
Residential Area: 

Cabramat ta 
Fai rf i eld 
Other 

539 
125 
156 

78 
83 
77 

161 
31 
20 

778 
239 
253 

New 
Residential Area: 

Bonnyrigg » 
Other 

75 
41 

71 
22 

10 
1 1 

156 
74 

Total 936 331 233 1 , 500 

SOURCE Fairfield City Council Records 1985 
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