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Summary

This thesis examines the phenomenon of Australian middle class youth
subcultures in the period between 1975-1995 . The introduction discusses the antecedents
of contemporary middle class subcultures , the work of American , British and Australian
theorists and the approach and objective of the author . Chapter One examines the
economic , educational and social changes that have occurred since the mid 1970s and the
now vulnerable position of middle class youth . Chapter Two provides some possible
reasons for the lack of political radicalism amongst contemporary middle class
subculturalists . Chapter Three discusses the Gothic , Feral , Raver and Indie subcultures
analysing the activities , affective investments and consciousnesses of their members , as
well as noting continuities and discontinuities with the Counterculture of the 1960s/70s .
Chapter Four investigates to what degree contemporary middle class youth subcultures
can be seen as counter-hegemonic . Chapter Five explores the possible reasons for the
increasing popularity of subcultural subjectivities amongst middle class youth over the last
twenty years , the nature of those subjectivities and the significance of subcultural style .

The Conclusion offers some suggestions on possible future areas of research .

A wide range of subcultures , drawing their membership from diverse
groups exist in contemporary Australia . It is possible only to examine a small proportion
of these subcultures . This thesis confines itself to examining four subcultures which draw
their membership from middle class youth - individuals who have chosen ( for a certain

period of time ) to differentiate themselves from what they perceive as ‘mainstream’



Australian society . The study of those subcultures which draw their membership from
groups more permanently and comprehensively exiled to the margins of Australian society
and differentiated from the mass of their fellow citizens by more than style , leisure
activities and musical taste is a significantly different project and one beyond the scope of
reference of this thesis . Accordingly the author makes no attempt to examine subcultures
primarily drawing their membership from the gay and lesbian community , religious or
ethnic minorities , the indigenous population or those at the nadir of the class structure

such as the homeless and street kids .



INTRODUCTION

1. Antecedents of Contemporary Middle class youth Subculture -

Clarke et al (1976:13-14) have defined subcultures thus -

sub-cultures are sub-sets - smaller , more localised and differentiated
structures , within one or other of the larger cultural networks . . . Sub-cultures must
exhibit a distinctive enough shape and structure to make them identifiably different from
their ‘parent’ culture . They must be focussed around certain activities , values , certain
uses of material artefacts , territorial spaces etc , which significantly differentiate them

Jrom the wider culture .

More recently Brake (1985:8) has similarly defined subcultures as groups “where there is
some form of organised and recognised constellation of values , behaviour and actions
which is responded to as differing from prevailing norms ” . Brake’s (1985) and Clarke et
al’s (1976) definitions would seem to be the most adequate , least problematic and most
widely accepted definitions presently available' . While the social phenomenon of
subcultures may be long established in various contexts there seems little point attempting
to equate contemporary non-conformist groups with those that existed in distant
historical periods in far different - technological , material , political and religious -
circumstances . Writers on Punk and the Counterculture’ (Esler 1971, Yinger 1982,

Hewison 1986 , Marshall 1992, Marcus 1989 ) have been given to noting the similarities
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between late twentieth century counterculturalists and subculturalists the landless rural and
propertyless urban poor of medieval European Christendom who were members of
politico-religious movements such as The Heresy of the Free Spirit , the Anabaptists ,
Tabourites , Diggers and Ranters . (Similar parallels could also be drawn between these
groups and contemporary youth subcultures such as the Ferals) . While it is instructive to
note the similarity between the values and activities of non - conformists of the middie

+ s , o .
ages of those the twentieth century it is misleading to suggest the movements formed by

4\,
the adult and often middle aged , illiterate vagabonds of Feudal Christendom , which were
generally regarded as heretical and treasonous by Church and State and ruthlessly
persecuted as such (see Yinger 1982 , Marshall 1992) , are proto forms of those

subcultures later to be created by educated middle class youth in technologically advanced

industrial or post industrial secular capitalist democracies .

It is with democratic and industrial revolutions , the decline of religion ,
the emergence of the bourgeoisie , the spread of university education and systems of mass
communication in the nineteenth century that we see the emergence of subcultural groups
bearing a significant similarity to those which were later promulgated by middle class
youth in the twentieth century .One of the first clearly identifiable middle class youth
subcultures to emerge appears to have been that which cohered around the
Burschenschaft ( Student union ) Movement which existed in Germany between 1815 -
1819 . Its members - young' male bourgeois university students - embraced a subcultural
style made up of long hair and moustaches , unwashed skin and the rough costume of the

i‘,
real Volk (ie members of the class beneath them ) topped oﬁMth a long dagger or black ,
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red and gold sash hanging from the hip . Instead of participating in the prevailing student
culture of Fraternities , beer drinking , duelling and brawling , those in the Burschenschaft
prized physical fitness , believed in a muscular Christianity emphasising gymnastic
exercises and engaged in reverent study of great Teutonic works . Much of their time was
spent in vigorous hymn singing and bellowing marching songs with radical lyrics . In a still
divided and backward Germany the liberal nationalist Burschenschafter believed in
egalitarianism , individual freedom and unification of the Germanies into a single nation .
They even held the first youth Festival -the Wartburg festival of 1817 . Though those
involved in the Burschenschaft had strong political and religious beliefs and agendas they
more closely resembled members of a subculture with their spectacular style, narrow age
range of membership , enthusiasm for certain forms of art particularly music and tribalism

than a religious community or political organisation (see Esler 1971) .

The 1830s saw the emergence of arguably the first subculture without any
obvious political or religious agenda - the first of the ‘drop out’ bohemias . In 1820s
France the founding intellectual generation of French Romanticism - Dumas , Balzac ,
Berlioz , Delacroix and Hugo emerged . During the next decade sections of male |
bourgeois French youth adopted the Romanticism expressed in the new art as a way of
life . The French Romantics , known as les Bouzingos , were similar to the Gothics who
were to emerge a century and a half later in that they adopted a fantastic style of fashion,,

clothing themselves in exotic fabrics such as satin and velvet and displaying a wardrobe

with clear historical or artistic references - Robespierrean waistcoats , Renaissance
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capes , trunk hose , the kind of doublets featured in Reubens’ paintings and Spanish
cloaks . Like the Gothics they were also fascinated with death and contemptuous of
Christianity and were popularly believed to frequent graveyards and dissection rooms ,
wave human shinbones about and drink out of skulls ( see Esler (1971) and Yinger
(1982)) . Like the Gothics they also emerged in a period of reaction following a period of
high revolutionary hopes for a socialist Utopia . The subculture cohered around the work
playwrights , poets and novelists and came to public attention with the opening of Hugo’s
scandalously non-Classical play Hemmani in 1830 . The Bohemians rejected the
conformity , materialism , careerism , conservatism and philistinism of their class and
dropped out - abandoning their studies at the university , medical school , law school or
polytechnic their Fathers had sent them to , refusing to find respectable employment in the
professions , civil service or business , living in slum districts and subsisting on small
allowances while indulging their artistic pretensions . As with most of their successors

they had a hedonistic lifestyle and philosophy of aestheticism .

A variety of youth organisations that were to emerge throughout the
nineteenth century , notably the European student unions of 1848 and the Nihilists and
Narodniks of 1860’s and 1870’s Russia , share similarities with contemporary middle
class subcultures though they are most accurately viewed as political movements whose
members displayed a distinct style rather than subcultures . Less overtly political and
more romantic groups such as the Wandervogel , Futurists and decadent aesthetes of

Victorian England which emerged during the fin de siecle and early twentieth century were
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much more similar to contemporary subcultures though still at that time very much an elite
indulgence - the preserve of aristocratic or upper middle class youth , accessible and of
interest to only a minutely small segment of the population . By the twentieth century the
fundamental patterns for the subcultures created by middle class educated youth had been
established . All that remained was for these subcultures to grow from being the coteries
of a few hundred or at most few thousand youths found in a specific national context to
attracting a mass ‘membership’ spread across a variety of economically , socially and

politically diverse nations .

The first half of the twentieth century saw the emergence of what might be
described as State sponsored youth subcultures - the first , longest lasting and most
famous of these organisations being the scouting movement . Powell’s organisation
attempted to encourage nationalist , imperialist , generally conservative and , in particular ,
anti-socialist attitudes in British youth - particularly working class youth . Though the
scouting movement never achieved a broad base of support amongst the working class
youth it was aimed at it was successful in attracting a significant proportion of middle and
lower middle class youth (Murdock and McCron 1976) . In 1930’s Germany , the Nazi
Party , much of whose support in the previous decade had come from university students
in particular and youth in general , built a youth movement that included individuals from
all classes and by 1938 had a membership of over 7 700 000 (Esler 1971) . The Hitler-
Jugend was massively successful in directing the affective investments of the nation’s

youth into Fascism and Fuhrer-worship . The equivalent Soviet organisation , the
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Komsomol | attracted an even larger membership and was equally successful in directing

youth into attitudes and behaviours approved of by the State (Esler 1971) .

The post-war period with its shared prosperity and the emergence of an
increasingly long ‘moratorium’ period between childhood and the assumption of adult
responsibilities , such as full time employment and a family , for individuals from all class
backgrounds and especially for educated middle class youth saw an exponential increase
in the number of youth subcultures coming to being and recruiting a large scale
membership from otherwise normative suburban youth . The complicated relationship of
post-Counterculture middle class youth subcultures to their immediate predecessors which

existed between 1945 -1975 will be explored in detail below .

2. Australian Subculture and Subcultural Studies -

While a significant proportion of the 160 000 individuals transported to
Australia during the early stages of the Colony’s history were members of criminal
subcultures and oppositional political groups prior to their forced emigration it appears
few had the opportunity or inclination to form visibly ‘subversive’ organisations in their
new homeland , with the noted exception of those escapee male convicts who formed
themselves into gangs of bushrangers in the early decades of the nineteenth century . The
primitive and difficult conditions of a penal colony with a largely agrarian economy were

hardly conducive to the emergence of youth subcultures and it is not until the advent of
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industrialisation and the accompanying emergence of an urban proletariat in the later half
of the Nineteenth century that a distinct and fully fledged subculture was to emerge in
Australia - the Larrikin Pushes that existed between the 1850’s and 1880’s made up of
working class youth between the ages of 15 and 30 (see Finch (1993)) . There is little
documentation of any broadly established subcultural activity which may have taken place
between 1890 and 1950 ; with both middle class and working class non-conformists
typically coalescing around various types of progressive political organisations which
attracted a strong following from the 1890s depression and birth of the labour movement
onwards . As Murray (1978) and Stratton (1992) have observed there was no ‘lost
generation * in 1920s Australia and no real equivalent to the iconoclastic , hedonistic and
apolitical subcultures that emerged amongst upper class youth in Europe in the aftermath
of WWI or in Prohibition America . While working class youth may have continued to
gather in gangs on street corners during the first half of the twentieth century they did not

cohere together in fully fledged subcultures similar to the Pushes .

It was not until the post war period that distinct youth subcultures again
began to emerge and attract attention in Australia . The late 1940s saw the emergence of
the working class Bodgies and Widgies and the early 1950s the beginnings of the middle
class subculture which became known as the Sydney Push . From the mid 1960s onwards
involvement with some type of youth subculture was to be part of adolescence for a
significant proportion of both working and middle class Australian youth . Over the last

two decades a bewildering array of youth subcultures have emerged - some briefly , some
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for more prolonged periods . These subcultures have typically cohered around genres of
popular music - dance , hip hop , Indie , Gothic , Thrash , Heavy metal and/or activities
such as motorbike riding , car racing , surfing , dancing and/or ethnicity (especially in the
case of more recently arrived immigrant groups such as the Vietnamese , Lebanese and

Pacific Islanders) .

Despite the long history of youth subcultures in Australia and their
widespread popularity in recent decades amongst youth from both genders and from a
wide range of class and ethnic backgrounds they have received little attention . Interest ,
be it academic , journalistic , artistic or legal , in Australian subcultures seems to have
peaked in the 1880°s , when the Larrikin Pushes were viewed as a serious threat to law
and order , and a potential catalyst to a wider and overtly political working class
mobilisation by concerned middle class observers , and been in decline ever since .
Certainly there has never been a serious concerted attempt to understand and explain the
phenomenon of youth subculture by a school of academics in Australia as has occurred in
other countries . Post-war youth subcultures in general and post-Counterculture
subcultures in particular have received scant academic attention from sociologists and
cultural studies theorists and only a small number of books and articles examining this

vitally important aspect of Australian youth and popular culture presently exist .

Mc Donald’s 1951 B. A thesis The Bodgie appears to have the distinction

of being the first academic analysis of a post-war Australian subculture carried out . A E
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Mannings 1958 work The Bodgie - A study in psychological abnormality appears to be

the first book written on a post-war Australian youth subculture . The book features a
series of case studies of juvenile delinquent , supposedly psychologically disturbed ,
bodgies and widgies overlaid with moralising commentary from Manning (1958:6) , a
conservative psychologist , on “ the unhappy ‘youth in revolt’ in a neurotic world , a
world that has lost too many of the eternal verities in an insane scramble in the service of
Mammon” . Manning (1958:6) discusses the subculturalists’ “disturbed viewpoint and the
reasons for it 7 . Stratton was to give a more balanced account of the subculture in his

1992 book The Young Ones : Working-Class Culture , Consumption and the Category of

Youth . Clare and Brennan also discuss the emergence of the subculture briefly in their

1995 history of the postwar Australian Jazz scene Bodgie Dada and the Cult of Cool .

Incredibly the Sydney Push , a seminal influence on two generations of Australian
intellectuals , academics , artists , writers and political activists has had only one book ,

Coombs thoroughgoing 1996 work Sex and Anarchy : The life and death of the Sydney

Push, and two theses , Balzidis’s (1974) _Sydney Intellectual Radicalism - A Quest for

Change and White’s (1980) Sydney Libertarianism : a history and critique devoted to it .

There appear to be only three scholarly articles and two books in existence
devoted to post - Counterculture Australian youth subcultures . The Gothic subculture
as it emerged in late 1970s Melbourne has evocatively described (though not analysed in
any sociological sense ) by Riley (1992) in ‘Death Rockers of the world unite ! 1978-80 -

punk rock or no punk rock ? > . Murphie and Scheer (1992) have similarly , though with
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more academic rigour charted the birth and development of the dance party and Rave
subculture that cohered it in late 1980s metropolitan Australia in ‘Dance parties : capital ,
culture and stimulation * and Maxwell and Bambrick (1994) have incisively exposed the
media generated (rather than organic) development of the Australian hip hop subculture in

¢ Discourses of Culture and Nationalism in Sydney Hip Hop ~ .

Youth Subcultures : Theory . History and the Australian Experience

(1993) is a collection of twenty four short articles ( some previously published in the

journal Youth Studies Australia ) focusing on a variety contemporary and historical ,

working and middle class , male and female , ethnic and school based subcultures written
by a collection of academics , school teachers , youth workers and political activists .
Unfortunately the selection offers no in depth serious attempt to theorise the phenomenon
of Australian subculture and only a perfunctory overview emerges from the book . Much
of the analysis is , even within the context of a 1500 - 4000 word article aimed at a lay

audience , unsatisfactorily simplistic and superficial . Moore’s (1994) The Lads in Action

is an ethnographic account of the author’s time with a number of working class English

immigrant Perth skinheads . Moore (1994:4) generally succeeds in his aim of providing a -

microsociological account of how the members of an urban youth
subculture order their life and an interpretation of the reasons for the development and

perpetuation of their distinctive style
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but fails to engage with macrosociological issues such as ideology , hegemony and

resistance which need to addressed in any complete account of subculture

While books and articles revolving around popular music , youth and
youth culture in Australia frequently make some reference to subcultures , typically this is
done only in passing as an addendum to some more important subject . Those few authors
who have attempted to analyse an Australian subculture have had only the theoretical
work of foreign academics , produced in reference to societies significantly different to
Australia , to draw on . Tellingly the few examples of academic analysis of Australian
subculture that have been produced typically cite the canonical texts of the University of
Birmingham’s Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies (CCCS) but rarely refer to any
Australian works . Australian subcultures have not even attracted much intelligent
attention from outside the Academy . The high-brow , so called ‘style press ’ , in the UK
and to some extent in the U. S have frequently carried serious analyses on subcultures and
their socio-political significance authored by CCCS alumni such as Hebdige and Parsons
or by writers obviously well acquainted both classic CCCS work and more contemporary

academic ( generally post structuralist ) theory .

No such interest has been demonstrated by the Australian media which has
generally confined itself to descriptive rather than explanatory accounts on the rare
occasions it has attempted to examine youth subcultures . Neither | unlike their larrikin

predecessors , have contemporary subculturalists attracted much artistic attention .
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Subculturalists are curiously absent from the cast of youthful characters found in much
Australian television programming and nor are they commonly represented in the Nation’s
literature , drama , cinema or visual arts . One of the few recent examples of an Australian
artist examining subcultures is the work of social realist writer-director Geoffrey Wright .

His 1992 film Romper Stomper and 1995 film Metal Skin looked , respectively , at the

lives of working class skinheads and drag racers . The former was a commercial success
and generated considerable media attention , though this focused more on the motives of
Wright and the possible negative effects his work could have on its audience rather than
any examination of how and why the violent , racist and right wing skinhead subculture
appeals to a section of disenfranchised Anglo-Celtic working class youth . His more recent

work failed to attract either the audience or media attention of its predecessor .

3. American and British Subcultural Studies .

American and British academics have been far less reticent than their
Australian counterparts in examining youth groups . The study of post war youth
subcultures can be divided into three distinct stages . The first stage - that of the Liberal
American School can be seen to have lasted from 1955 to 1972 . Classic texts such as

(A) Cohen's 1955 book Delinquent Boys : The Culture of the Gang , Miller's article

‘Lower-class Culture as a Generating Milieu of Gang Delinquency ’ , Cloward and Ohlin's

1960 book Delinquency and Opportunity : A Theory of Delinquent Gangs , Matza and

Sykes 1961 article ¢ Juvenile Delinquency and Subterranean Values ° and Downes 1966
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work The Delinquent Solution all argued in a variety of ways that gangs provided

consolation and compensation for working class youth . Underachieving at school and
realising the implausibility of their achieving the major cultural goal of American society -
material success - some working class youth abandoned the 'correct' middle class values
of industriousness , a willingness to delay gratification , respect for authority and the law ,
conformity etc . These ‘corner boys ’ attempted to combat their alienation and sense of
failure and achieve the sense of status denied to them elsewhere within the confines of
delinquent gangs . For the liberal theorists this "reaction formation" (ie inversion of
middle class values and stressing of "subterranean " ones ) amongst working class youth

was a cause for concern .

(P) Cohen's seminal 1972 article © Sub-Cultural Conflict and Working Class
Community > marked the end of the first stage and the beginning of a distinctly British
Gramscian , Western Marxist theoretical perspective on youth subcultures . This second
stage lasted from 1972 to 1979 during which time a number of writers associated with
the CCCS wrote at length on "spectacular” British working class youth subcultures . Of
this wide variety of books and articles the two canonical texts are the 1975 publication

Resistance through Rituals - Youth subcultures in post-war Britain and Hebdige's 1979

work Subculture : The Meaning of Style . As is sometimes overlooked , the CCCS writers

drew heavily on the work of the liberal American school that immediately preceded them |,

but in line with their political preoccupations , inverted the conclusions they drew . Most

importantly the CCCS writers saw subcultural involvement as a form of (admirable)
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working class resistance , albeit tangentially expressed , to bourgeois hegemony rather

than a pathological adaptation to failure .

The third stage in the history of subcultural theory , the present stage |,
might be labelled in deference to the contemporary intellectual zeitgeist , the ‘post -
Gramscian’ stage . The onslaught of neo-conservatism on the wider society , and post-
structuralist and post-modernist theory on the Academy since the beginning of the Eighties
has lead to a re-appraisal of the political significance of subcultures and the plausibility of
CCCS subcultural theory . During the last fifteen years many theorists have justifiably
criticised the work of the CCCS and many CCCS writers themselves have had partial or
total apostasies’ . Yet no school has emerged since the CCCS to provide an alternative
paradigmatic theoretical model of subculture and it is obvious that despite its many flaws
the work of the CCCS writers still contains many valuable concepts . Subcultural theory
of the last fifteen years can be best characterised as post-CCCS . While contemporary
theorists are now very wary of infusing the style of subculturalists with grand political
symbolism or portraying any and all subcultural activities as insurrectionary acts |,
contemporary analysts still draw , if cautiously and critically , on the work of the
Birmingham School . Though reticent to over emphasise the subversiveness of subcultures,
contemporary theorists , like the CCCS writers , are generally sympathetic to
subculturalists and interested in how a subculture represents if not a ‘resistance’ to , then a
least a suspicious negotiation with , a society which seeks to marginalise and/or

subordinate and/or control the members of certain relatively powerless groups within it .
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What little academic analysis been produced on Australian subculture over
the last two decades has adopted this ‘post - CCCS ° position drawing heavily on the
work of writers like Hebdige , Clarke , Hall , Jefferson and Roberts to explain and
understand Australian subculture while avoiding the temptation to portray subculturalists

as heroic proto- revolutionaries .

4. A Balanced Approach .

The work of the CCCS in the later half of the 1970s can be seen to
represent one of the last great moments of Western Marxist theory before the Academy
was engulfed and transformed by post-structuralist and post -modernist theory . Ironically
during this very period capitalism throughout the Western world began once again to
function in the brutal manner classically envisaged by Marx , with advanced societies
witnessing the creation of a large reserve army of unemployed , immiseration of the
working class and proletarianization of the middle class . Marxist and Marxist influenced
theory was not critiqued and developed during this period but rather was largely or
completely abandoned by many theorists . At a time when both the working and
professional managerial class (PMC)* were increasingly subject to unemployment and
underemployment and increasingly constrained by and concerned about their economic
situation , the economic agent disappeared from Cultural Studies analysis replaced with
an all encompassing obsession with gender and sexuality and the prior concern with

individuals productive role ( or lack thereof ) was ignored in favour of enthusiastic
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scrutiny of their consumption practices . With the triumph of post-structuralism over
Marxism , Cultural Studies has ‘progressed ‘ from an economically deterministic view of
culture to the opposite extreme - an appropriately post-modern perspective in which
culture is seen as largely autonomous from the economic system (in classic Marxist terms ,
its base ) in which it exists and little or no attention is paid to how material exigencies
constraining and constructing those who produce and/or participate in a cultural practice

are reflected in that practice .

The CCCS theorists insisted the class system still existed and mattered
when other discourses were suggesting a degree of moderate shared affluence and
embourgeoisement arising of the post war boom appeared to be transforming Britain into
a classless society . Ironically with the end of embourgeoisement , onslaught of
proletarianization and attack on the social democratic compromise there has been a
puzzling withering away of class in contemporary cultural studies discourse while the

wider society has become increasingly inequitable and divided .

Hughes (1993:75) has observed that the Academic Left

would like to endow ordinary internal differences within a society - of
gender , race and sexual pattern - with the inflated character of nationhood as though
they not only embodied cultural differences but actually constituted whole "cultures” in

their own right .
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This suitably post-modern enthusiasm for multicultural identities has lead an intellectual

environment where -

what matters is the politics of culture , not the politics of the distribution
of wealth and of real events in the social sphere . . . The academic left is much more
interested in race and gender than in class . And it is very much more interested in
theorising about gender and race than actually reporting on them . . . the "traditional
left " has been left far behind , stuck with all that unglamorous and twice-told stuff about

the workers (Hughes 1993:76) .

Most youth subcultures cannot adequately be explained by theorists with an exclusive
interest in issues of gender and sexuality and the politics of culture and an utter disinterest
in the politics of the distribution of wealth . This is perhaps the reason subcultures have
been largely ignored by cultural studies academics and sociologists over the last fifteen
years in the West despite them continuing to play as significant a part , if not more so , in

Youth and Popular culture in Western Societies as at any time previously .

The weaknesses in both 1950s/60s liberal American and 1970s progressive
British analysis typically occur where the analysts have proceeded from their
( respectively liberal or Marxist ) theories to the empirical data rather than vice-versa . The

liberal American theorists generally portrayed non-conformist youth as pathological
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deviants while the Marxists of the Birmingham School typically constructed them as
revolutionaries involved (albeit unconsciously) in the noble struggle against bourgeois
hegemony . The CCCS writers in particular were guilty of allowing Marxist theory to
interfere with providing a sober and balanced account of the nature and significance of
subcultures . There is no reason to believe that the post-Marxist theories currently
'hegemonic’ within the Academy are not liable to generate an equally prejudiced and partial

account of subculture .

By the time Hebdige came to publish Subculture : The Meaning of Style in

1979 the Culturalist concern to tie cultural practice to material conditions - central to
earlier CCCS work - was already being de-emphasised . In Cultural Studies since that time
it has been largely abandoned . Whatever their other differences , the liberal American
school and CCCS writers were convinced the stylistic practices , behaviours , attitudes
and lifestyles of subcultural youth were constructed and constrained by the structural
location they found themselves in . This view of youth culture as dialectic rather than
discourse is one I share . The emphasis on class and to a lesser extent age and ethnicity ,
rather than the contemporary obsession with gender and sexuality is also something I
share with the Birmingham and liberal American schools. However unreconstructed and
"unglamorous" a (cautious and sober ) Western Marxist approach to subcultures may
appear in the present post-modern environment it is still the approach most likely to yield

a full and satisfactory analysis .
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5 . Thesis Objective .

A wide variety of youth and other subcultures , attracting
membership from a wide variety of social groups for a wide variety of reasons have
emerged in Australia since the mid 1970s . Any attempt to explore any but a small number
of these subcultures is beyond the scope of this thesis . The aim of this thesis is to explore
the largely neglected area of what subcultures have emerged amongst Australia’s PMC
youth since the mid 1970s and why they have taken the form they have . Clarke et al

(1976:16)  describe their project in Resistance through Rituals as an attempt to

reconstruct subcultures in terms of their relation to their parent and the dominant culture

and to show how -

subcultures are related to class relations , to the division of labour and to
the productive relations of the society , without destroying what is specific to their

content and position .

I will attempt to do essentially the same thing in examining the Indie ,
Gothic , Rave and Feral subcultures . I shall explore how Australia’s embattled PMC’s
class problematic is dealt with by subculturalists ; what , if any , political consciousness
subculturalists exhibit as well as the political significance of their actions ; the factors that
have lead to the emergence of retreatist apolitical subcultures rather than countercultures
amongst PMC youth ; whether or not these subcultures can be seen to be counter-

hegemonic ; and the nature of subcultural subjectivities and the significance of style .
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The approach and methodology employed in examining subcultures in this
thesis are best described as post-CCCS rather than post-structuralist . The post-
structuralist approach that presently prevails in most Cultural Studies work takes (like
Functionalism) an essentially conservative view of social relations seeing power as a
reciprocal relation underemphasising the large inequalities that exist in the distribution of
power . As (S) Willis (1993) has noted this approach sees popular and youth culture as a
discourse rather than as involved in a dialectic with the capitalist economic system . In
examining subcultures it typically isolates out and focuses on one or a small number of
style practices examining their significance to feminist or queer politics whilst ignoring the
wider issue of how the subcultures practices as a whole are generated as a reaction to the

economic system subculturalists find themselves trapped in .

The Post-CCCS approach recognises the validity of many of the criticisms
that have been made of Marxist theory in general and CCCS work in particular . It
attempts to avoid reductionist simplicitudes and crude economic determinism and it is
cautious about overestimating the oppositionality of subcultural practices . Nonetheless it
is closer to Marxism than Functionalism or its contemporary equivalent Foucauldianism in
recognising the existence of a world in which power and material resources are inequitably
distributed and emphasising the importance of the economic agent in determining the lives
led and cultural practices engaged in by individuals . It is sensitive to but not
overwhelming obsessed by issues revolving around gender and sexuality . The work of

Brake (1985) , Grossberg (1992) , Stratton (1992) , (S) Willis (1993) and Sercombe
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(1993) are all good examples of this post-CCCS approach . The methodology of this
thesis will follow that employed by these post-CCCS writers . It will attempt to trace how
the unemployment and underemployment suffered by the non-corporate faction of the
professional-managerial class since the collapse of the post-war economic boom ,
combined with the weakness of the progressive politics which have historically provided a
focus for this groups affective investments , has led to some members of this class fraction

embracing a subcultural identity .

Given this aim I am uninterested in producing a heavily ethnographic
account of the four subcultures studied by reconstructing in minute detail the lives of
Ferals , Gothics , Ravers and Indie subculturalists . Such accounts ( see Moore’s (1994)

The Lads in Action for an Australian example of this approach ) tend to present a

society’s subcultures as exotic epiphenomenon which mysteriously appear , operate largely
independently of and uninfluenced by the wider society in which exist , then , after a
period of time , just as mysteriously disappear . While a degree of ethnographic detail on
the subcultures examined , ( gathered from hundreds of hours observing , conversing ,
interviewing and , on occasion , living with subculturalists ) , is provided , it is only done
so when necessary in articulating the connections between the subculture and the wider

‘host’ social , economic and political environment it functions within .
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ENDNOTES

' There is some controversy over whether some groups labelled subcultures are in fact
non-normative enough to be defined as subcultures in the strict sociological sense of the

term . This issue is examined in Chapter Five .

?In referring to the Counterculture I am thinking of the movement made up of PMC youth
(typically university students ) subscribing to a New Left politics , adopting a hippy style
and frequently a bohemian lifestyle involving drug use , sexual experimentation , voluntary
unemployment etc . Members of a wide range of other groups and organisations joined
with the Counterculturalists in certain political campaigns throughout the late 1960s and
early 1970s and undoubtedly had a significant effect on its character and development over
time . Nonetheless the author believes it is more accurate to classify these organisations as
being occasional fellow travellers with rather than inextricable parts of the

Counterculture .

} See for example Hebdige’s (1988) work Hiding in the Light

*See Chapter One for a definition of and discussion about the Ehrenreich’s (1976) concept
ofa Professional Managerial Class distinct from a working class below it and ruling class

above it .
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CHAPTER ONE

The Rise and Fall of Australia’s Middle Class

1. The Professional-Managerial Class.

Contrary to Marx and Engel’s prediction , the small middle class that
existed during the nineteenth century was not proletarianized out of existence as society
polarised between the bourgeoisie and proletariat ' . On the contrary it grew massively in
Western societies throughout the twentieth century , particularly during the post war
boom period and probably no where more so than Australia (see Broom , Jones and
Zubrzycki 1968) . Confronted with this phenomenon of embourgeoisment , Marxist
theorists have typically tried to characterise the indeterminate middle class as either part
of , or enthusiastic fellow travellers with , the ruling class ; or as part of the proletariat
( arguing that all employees who do not own the means of production , regardless of the
salary or conditions they enjoy , are part of the working class) . CCCS theorist took the

2

former option describing middie class youth as part of the “dominant culture ” and

members of the “dominant class” (see Clarke et al 1976) .

Attempting to align the middle class to one of the two acceptable class
locations of orthodox Marxist theory is , no matter how elaborate the theoretical
contortions performed , untenable , as even many Marxist theorists have come to realise .

Several theorists (see Gorz 1982 , Poulantzas (1969) and (1973)) have examined the
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paradoxical position of the middle class . One notable analysis in this regard is that of the
Ehrenreichs (1976a) and (1976b) . Their analysis is directed to the U.S.A but most of their
observations apply equally well to other first world capitalist societies such as Australia .
Breaking with Marxist dogma the Ehrenreichs (1976a) posited the existence of a distinct
class in between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie - the Professional-Managerial Class
(PMC) . The PMC qualifies as a class in its own right , the Ehrenreichs (1976a) argue
because its members share a common relation to the means of production and a common

“lifestyle , educational background , kinship networks , consumption patterns , work

>

habits , beliefs ” (Ehrenreich and Ehrenreich 1976a:12) . The PMC is made up of .

salaried mental workers who do not own the means of production and
whose major function in the social division of labor may be described broadly as the
reproduction of capitalist culture and capitalist class relations . Their role in the process
of reproduction may be more or less explicit , as with workers directly concerned with
social control or with the production and propagation of ideology (e.g , teachers , social
workers , psychologists , entertainers , writers of advertising copy and TV scripts , etc) .
Or it may be hidden within the process of production , as is the case with the middle-level
administrators and managers , engineers , and other technical workers . . . these
occupational groups - cultural workers , managers , engineers and scientists , etc - share
a common function in the broad social division of labor and a common relation to the

economic foundations of society . (Ehrenreich and Ehrenreich 1976a:13-14).
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Members of the PMC are differentiated from those of the petit bourgeoisie ( artisans ,
shopkeepers , self employed professionals , farmers etc) in that the latter remain outside
the labour-capital polarity neither being employees or to any significant extent employers

while the former is employed by capital to in some form control and manage labour .

This relation of control over the working class leads to an antagonistic
relationship between the two classes despite both classes being in the common position of
having to sell their labour to capital . Interclass relations are characterised by “a complex
mixture of hostility and deference on the part of working-class people , contempt and
paternalism on the part of the PMC” (Ehrenreich and Ehrenreich 1976a:18) . However ,
the Ehrenreichs (1976a) argue , the PMC have never simply seen themselves as the
passive agents of capital . Rather they have seen that their role in society and their self
interest lay in preventing class war and mediating class conflict in order to create rational
reproducible social order . The PMC has a class outlook distinctly different to the
capitalist owning class and its ‘umpire’ role and desire for occupational autonomy brings it
into conflict with capital . Sections of the PMC are liable to develop anti-capitalist
outlooks and , during the first half of the twentieth century , a proportion of the PMC
became attracted to a vision of technocratic socialism in which the ‘decadent’ , inefficient
and self interested capitalist class would be abolished and the PMC would become the
ruling class rather than just its servants . Until the 1960s PMC individuals were generally
outnumbered in labourist , socialist and communist political organisations by working class

individuals while typically occupying a disproportionately high number of leadership
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positions within these organisations . Both the Counterculture and the ‘new social
movements’ that have grown from it in the last two decades have been overwhelmingly ,
both in terms of leadership and membership , PMC affairs a fact clearly reflected in their
preoccupations and objectives . The Ehrenreichs (1976b:10) describe the class
consciousness of progressive members of the PMC as being an “ambiguous mixture of
elitism and anti-capitalist militance ” with PMC political movements characteristically

defying “ “the system” but often with moralistic contempt for the working class

(Ehrenreich and Ehrenreich 1976b:10) .

The PMC can be broadly divided into two fractions which might be labelled
the corporate and non-corporate - those intimately involved in and in the direct employ of
the corporate sector and those employed in less ‘businesslike’ environments such as the
public service , schools , universities etc . The members of the former group who have
been variously labelled the “organisation man ” , “the man in the grey flannel suit ” and
more recently the “Yuppie” tend to enjoy high salaries and enjoy the prospect of
significant upward mobility possibly even into the ruling class itself . The corporate
fraction has little to gain and potentially much to lose from any change to the status quo
and tends towards conservatism . Members of the non-corporate fraction of the PMC
while typically enjoying somewhat better working conditions and wages than those who
are part of the working class are less well rewarded than their counterparts in the
corporate fraction of their class and are relatively fixed in their class location rarely having

the prospect of rising into the ruling class . This fraction has less to lose and perhaps
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something to gain from a change to the status quo . Sections of the of the non-corporate
fraction of the PMC tend to exhibit a cynical , suspicious and even antagonistic attitude to
capital . Post war progressive political movements have typically drawn the bulk of their
membership from the non-corporate fraction of the PMC . It is members of the non-
corporate fraction of the PMC conservative theorists are referring to when they talk of a
‘New Class’ of anti-capitalist fifth columnists who putatively dominate the media ,
universities and bureaucracy > . Since the mid 1970s youthful members of the non-
corporate fraction of the PMC appear to have become increasingly involved with youth
subcultures rather than the progressive political organisations that have historically
provided a focus for this groups affective investments . Writing of the American situation
in the mid 1970s the Ehrenreichs downplay the division between the conservative
corporate and lefi-liberal non-corporate fractions of the PMC insisting that despite their
differences both fractions formed a single coherent class and shared a common culture and
lifestyle . As will be discussed below the economic and educational changes of the last two
decades have significantly widened the division between the two fractions of Australia’s
PMC . As will be discussed in Chapter Three , this intra-class polarisation is clearly

reflected in the attitudes of both PMC subculturalists and their conventional peers .

The juncture at which young members of the PMC choose which fraction
of the PMC to consign themselves to typically occurs in this country upon the completion
of secondary education . Those aspiring to the corporate fraction typically pursue

vocational qualifications sought after by the private sector while those content to be part



36

of the non-corporate fraction pursue non-vocational generalist degrees or other

qualifications with little value in the labour market .

What distinguishes both fractions of the PMC from those classes above and
below it is their precarious position suspended between independent wealth and poverty .
Unlike either the ruling or working class individual , the PMC youth cannot simply expect
to inherit his or her parents class position . The PMC individual , lacking significant capital
resources has to live with the prospect of falling into the powerless and impoverished class
beneath him or her . As the Ehrenreichs (1976a:29) put it ““ The interior life of the class is
shaped by the problem of class reproduction . Unlike ruling class occupations , PMC
occupations are never directly hereditary ” . Writing in a society in which mass higher
education had existed for several decades the Ehrenreichs (1976a:29) noted “It is at
college young men acquire the credentials for full class membership and young women
acquire in addition to their own degrees , credentialled husbands ” > . The Ehrenreichs
(1976a:26) also highlight the importance of the PMCs near monopoly on higher education

observing :

claim to possession of specialised knowledge ensures that the PMC can
control its own reproduction as a class . . . Lengthy training has barred working class
entrance to the professions and given a decided advantage to the children of the PMC

itself .
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Mass higher education has until recently not existed in Australian society
and many members of what the Ehrenreichs (1976a) classify as PMC occupations (e.g
journalism) in Australia until recently lacked the tertiary education of their American
counterparts . Higher education has become far more common over the last two decades ,
especially since 1983 , and now plays as important a role in PMC membership in this
country as it has historically in the U.S.A . However the increasing level of education
undertaken by Australia’s PMC has not prevented the class , or at least its non-corporate

fraction , facing a declining economic position .

2.Globalisation , Post-Industrialism , Social Democratic Economic Rationalism and

the decline of Australia’s middle class.

From the time of WWII to the mid 1970s , Australia’s middle class grew
massively . At its peak in 1976 , after three decades of full employment and continuously
rising real wages 65% of all Australian household were part of the middle class (Mackay
1993:138)* . Since the mid 1970s , as the extraordinary post war boom stalled , the class’s
fortunes have declined dramatically . In the sixteen years from 1976 , the middle class lost
almost 40% of its membership with 15% of Australian households rising above and 10%
falling out of the middle class (Mackay 1993:138) . Many of the households that have
managed to remain in the middle class since its downsizing began were able to do so only

due to the contribution of a second income . McGregor (1997:160-161,163 ) , has noted -
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a big change in recent years has been the growth of two-income families .
During the eighties decade more than a third of employment growth went to households
which already had one person working . Families with two or more members working
increased by over half a million , or 30 per cent from 1983 to 1989 (Peter Saunders ,
Social Policy Research Centre at University of NSW) . These strategies significantly
buttress middle-class incomes and middle-class identification . . . Between 1983 and
1991 the total number of jobs increased by over 1.5 million , but part-time jobs grew by
50 per cent compared to 20 per cent for full-time jobs . Three-quarters of the new part-
time jobs went to women . The enormous growth in double-income households is largely

due to women going to work .

The image of Australia as an equitable , largely middle class society has ,
over the last two decades , grown increasingly divergent from the reality of an evermore
polarised income distribution . Stilwell (1993) has observed that , in the international
Luxembourg Study examining nine advanced nations , Australia ranks third highest in
terms of the proportion of income possessed by the top 20% of households , third highest
in terms of the proportion of income possessed by the poorest 20% of households and
with the exception of the U.S.A has the lowest proportion of households between the two
extremes of wealth and poverty . Dilnot (1990) using data from the 1986 ABS income
distribution survey has calculated that the top 1% of Australian wealth holders had 19.7%
of total national wealth , the top 10% had 55.2% and the top 20% had 72% . Bradbury ,

Doyle and Whiteford (1989) similarly found that throughout the 1980s those at the top of
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the income distribution increased their income share dramatically , those at the bottom
made some gains and the income share of those in the middle declined despite the big
increase in women’s labour force participation amongst middle income couples . King ,
Rimmer and Rimmer (1991) have found that there has been a persistent polarisation of
employee earnings for both males and females , with high and low wage categories rising
at the expense of the shrinking middle . Gregory (1992) has found that of the 1 379 000
jobs created between 1976 and 1990 , 983 000 (71%) were in the lowest quintile of wage
incomes , 243 000 (18%) were in the highest quintile and only 153 000 (11%) were in the
intermediate three quintiles . Gregory (1992) also found that since 1975 the middle three
quintiles of male weekly earning distribution has lost more than 400 000 jobs - one job in
three . Adjusting for population growth 25% of all full time middle income male jobs
disappeared between 1975 and 1990 . Gregory , quoted in McGregor (1997:164) has

observed -

Australia has quite clearly moved into a situation where real average
wages have not significantly grown for fifteen years (and) part-time employment at low

weekly earnings is being substituted for full-time work .

The evaporation of the middle class over the last two decades is a result of
the globalisation of the Australian economy , deindustrialisation , the decline of the
manufacturing sector , growth of the service sector and since 1983 the neo-classical

economic policies implemented by successive Federal governments . Labour market trends
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since the mid 1970s have been the reverse of those that were operating in the post war
boom and appear to have borne out Braverman’s (1974) prediction that technological
change would result in employees becoming increasingly deskilled , disempowered and
proletarianized . The last two decades have seen a rapid growth of employment
opportunities in what is called the secondary or peripheral labour market (which is
characterised by insecure employment , low wages and poor conditions , low skill work
and no career paths ) and the diminution of prospects in the primary or core labour market
( which is characterised by reasonably secure employment , high and rising wages and well
defined career paths ) . The industrial changes of recent decades have generated some high
income positions in financial services , communications , information technology and the
upper strata of the service sector but most of the employment generated , as is clear from
the findings of Gregory and others , has been low wage . Middle income middle
management positions and high skill well paid blue collar jobs in primary and secondary
industry have been disappearing to be replaced with low skill , low wage pink collar
positions as Australia has become the model of a post industrial service economy par

excellence .

Between 1981 and 1991 the recreation , personal and other services sector
of the Australian economy saw a 50.7% rise in the number of workers employed , finance ,
property and business services a 48.4% rise , community services a 34.3% rise and the
wholesale and retail trade a 22.2% rise . Conversely , long established primary and

secondary industries which were once major employers were during this period reducing ,
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often dramatically , the number of workers they employed ABS (1994) . The vast majority
of jobs created over the last two decades have been modestly paying low skill ones in the
service sector and it is these jobs that young people are now disproportionately highly
concentrated in . At the time of the 1991 census 28% of all 15-25 year olds were
employed in the wholesale and retail trade , 12% were employed in finance , property and
business services , 11.5% in community services and 10% in recreational ,personal and

other services (see ABS (1994)) .

A quarter of the population over the last two decades has not been earning
a wage at all but has become part of the so called welfare class relying on government
pensions (frequently unemployment and sole parent benefits ) as their principal source of
income . Government spending on social security as a percentage of GDP has doubled
since the mid 1960s . The proportion of the population dependent on welfare payments as
their principal source of income in 1971 was 10% . The major growth in unemployment
coupled with changes to family structures saw this figure rise to around 25% by the end of
the 1970s . This figure has remained relatively stable ever since staying at around 26%

throughout the 1980s and rising to 27.5% in the early 1990s (Mangan 1991) .

The dramatic economic , technological and political changes that have
occurred since the mid 1970s have lead to dramatic changes to Australia’s class structure .
The top 20% - 30% of households with significant capital assets and/or one or two

household members in the core labour market have found themselves increasingly well
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rewarded as national income has been redistributed upwards . The bottom 25% of
households have benefited from successive Labor Governments who were

prepared , unlike their conservative counterparts elsewhere in the Western world , to
deviate somewhat from orthodox neo-classical economic policy in remaining willing not
only to maintain but actually increase well targeted assistance to the disadvantaged and
low income earners . The middle class in contrast has experienced the evaporation of many
of the middle income jobs which sustained it and suffered the loss of 40% of its

membership .

3.Unemployment in Australia.

Figure One’ The Australian Unemployment Rate 1964 - 1994
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Between 1940 and 1973 Australia enjoyed full employment with the
unemployment rate during this period averaging less than 2% .At the end of 1975 Whitlam
lost government partly because the increase in the unemployment rate from 2% to 4.9%
during his period in office was seen as evidence of gross economic mismanagement . The
subsequent Fraser Government was unable to stop the unemployment rate steadily
climbing to a high of 10.2% by the time it lost government in 1983 . Unlike its
predecessors , the Hawke-Keating government did have some success reversing the trend
with unemployment falling slowly from 1983 , and at the conclusion of the positive effects
of the mid 1980s boom reaching a low point of 5.9% in October 1989 . The subsequent
recession however was to see the unemployment rate rise to a post depression high of
over 11% in 1993 . The Keating government with considerable effort and at considerable

expense was able to reduce the rate to just under 9% by the time it lost office in 1996 .

The last fifteen years have also seen a phenomenon emerge unknown since
the depression - long term unemployment . In 1973 the mean duration of unemployment
was 9.3 weeks . By 1985 that figure had almost quintupled to 49.5 weeks . Young people
fare slightly better than average when it comes to mean duration of unemployment but not
by much . In 1981 the mean duration of unemployment for 15-25 year olds was 29 weeks
and in 1986 35 weeks . In 1991 at the conclusion of the positive effects of the mid 1980s
boom young people could still expect on average to be unemployed for 33 weeks (ABS
1994) . The deep recession that followed meant the small trend towards declining mean

durations of unemployment was dramatically reversed during the early 1990s . While 15-
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25 year olds have enjoyed slightly lower mean durations of unemployment than average
and significantly lower mean durations than their over 45 counterparts they have still over
the last 15 years typically had to endure between 7 and 12 months without work after

becoming unemployed (EPAC 1992) .

While younger workers have a lower than average incidence of long term
unemployment they are two to three times more likely to be subject to the short term
variety and youth unemployment rates have ranged between 15% and 30% for the last
two decades (EPAC 1992) . Care must be taken in reading too much into these figures .
Unemployment rates for youth have always been higher than average , reflecting this
groups greater tendency to leave their jobs voluntarily and move in and out of
employment . Nonetheless it appears that younger workers , always a vulnerable sector of
the workforce , have disproportionately borne the burden of the economic reversals of the
last 20 years . Had not the massive increase in participation in education , discussed
below , taken place youth unemployment would presumably have reached crisis levels by

the early to mid 1980s .

Figure 2° Unemployment by Age and Level of Education in 1991
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While the poorly educated , as might be expected , have fared worst in the
weak labour market , the educated have by no means remained insulated from
unemployment . As the above graph illustrates while having no educational qualifications
at all certainly increases one’s chances of unemployment , possessing a university degree
for those under 35 does not significantly increase one’s employment prospects - university
graduates enjoy only a slightly lower unemployment rate than high school graduates and in
fact have a higher unemployment rate than tradespeople in the 20-24 age group . These
figures give some indication of what might be called the borgeoisification of
unemployment that has taken place since the mid 1970s . For the first time in the history of
the Australian labour market a situation exists where demand for tertiary educated
workers is not greater than supply ; and unemployment and underemployment has become

a concern of the PMC as well as the working class .

4.Higher education in Australia.

While the problem of unemployment has received a significant amount of
attention the phenomenon of underemployment has been largely ignored . It is however an
even larger problem for the PMC than unemployment . Since the mid 1970s there has been
an increasing imbalance between the supply of and demand for tertiary educated workers .
The causes of this are twofold - on the demand side (as discussed above ) , middle income

employment opportunities in the core labour market have been in decline while on the
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supply side , successive governments , particularly since 1983 , have enabled and

encouraged massive increases in participation in higher education .

Universities began appearing in Australia from 1852 onwards . For the first
ninety years of their operation they attracted few students . For instance in its first twenty
years Sydney University graduated fewer than 200 students and in 1921 , of all 17-22 year
olds , only 1.4% were university students (with this figure remaining stable for the
following twenty years ) . Up until WWII | growth in the number of students was slow ,
scarcely keeping pace with population increase . Then however the university system
doubled in size between the early 1940s and 1950s and doubled in size again by the early
1960s . From the mid 1950s the university system has been growing at a faster rate than
the population of school leavers . Nonetheless for much of the post war boom period , and
particularly during the 1940s and 1950s , demand for graduates , especially engineers ,
doctors , scientists and teachers , significantly outstripped supply to the point where the
Federal government and various government departments felt it necessary to create
various scholarship and aid schemes to entice individuals into university education

(Anderson 1992) .

In 1950 approximately 31 000 students were enrolled in 7 universities and
one university college . By 1985 370 000 students were enrolled in 19 universities and 57
institutions of advanced education (Maslen and Slattery 1994) . By 1996 , (following the

abolition of the two-tier university - college system) , there were 603 000 students
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enrolled in 36 universities (Aitkin 1996) . While Australia’s population has only doubled
over the last four decades its university student population has increased twentyfold .
Most of the growth has taken place in the last two decades . Between 1970 and 1992 year
12 retention rates more than doubled from 29% to 64% while over the same period the
number of students enrolled in tertiary education increased by 150% (Dusevic and Harari
1992) . Between 1983-1993 alone there was a 64% increase in university enrolments . In
1971 only 20% of the population had any sort of post-school qualifications . By 1991 that
figure had almost doubled to 39% due to the pursuit of qualifications by young people . At
the time of the 1991 census 31% of 22 year olds held a post school qualification and a
further 23% were attending an educational institution to obtain such a qualification . At
the time of the 1991 census 13.5% of those in the 25-44 age group had one or more
degrees while only 6% of those above the age of 44 possessed such qualifications (ABS
1994) . Between 1976 and 1991 the number of Australians with degrees almost

quadrupled from 3.7% to 14.7% of the population (Maley 1995) .

In the higher education field as in the labour market women have been the
gender who have been dramatically increasing their participation rates . In 1973 women
made up 37% of the student population . By 1981 women still made up only 41% of the
student body but by 1987 for the for the first time in 135 years they made up over 50% of
students and by 1993 , 55% . Between 1975 and 1994 female enrolments jumped by 133%
compared to 40% for those of men (Maslen and Slattery 1994) . As well as an increase in

numbers there has been a broadening of interest in a range of disciplines . While women
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are still proportionately overrepresented in Arts courses they are no longer ghettoized
there . While 72% of female students were enrolled in Arts courses in 1979 only 50%
were by 1994 with women making significant gains towards equality in most subject fields

and achieving strong representation in areas they had previously been unrepresented in

such as bustiness and science .

Figure 3’ Growth in university enrolments in 10 fields of study 1982 - 1992
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As indicated by the above graph , certain fields of study have benefited
more than others during the huge increase in participation in tertiary education in recent
times . Both governments and students have become increasingly utilitarian in their
academic decision making . Between 1981 and 1990 graduates in business related courses
more than doubled . The only category to show a larger increase in numbers was health
but that was only due to the training of nurses being transferred from hospitals to
universities (Rees 1995) . At the beginning of the 1980s 25% of students were enrolled in
the arts with only 18% of students enrolled in business related courses . By 1994 the
number of students enrolled in business related courses had risen to 21% while the number
enrolled in the arts had fallen slightly to 23% . In 1982 a third of all graduates came from
the education faculties of universities and colleges . By 1994 only a quarter of graduates
came from these education faculties . While total enrolments in higher education increased
by 42% between 1987 and 1992 faculties of arts , humanities and social sciences
increased their student numbers by less than 30% . While Arts has managed to retain its
long established status as the most popular discipline over the last 15 years students have
increasingly sought to study and governments to fund places in vocational courses

(Maslen and Slattery 1994) .

S. Credentialism and graduate underemployment.

There have been a number of reasons for the massive increase in

participation in tertiary education over the last two decades . An unfulfilled demand for
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graduates in the labour market has not been one of them . The dramatic expansion of the
tertiary sector that occurred in the immediate post war period was very much the result of
a booming economy requiring tertiary educated workers . Though both the 1957 Murray
and 1964 Martin reports argued the capacity of higher education should be vastly
increased on social justice grounds (i.e to encourage participation from the children of low
income families who were at that time even more underrepresented than presently ) , the
motivation of the government was not solely , or even necessarily , primarily to
redistribute life chances . Throughout the post war period , demand for graduate labour
exceeded supply and successive governments moves to increase the capacity of and
encourage participation in higher education throughout this period was as much a
response to the demands of both the private and public sector as an attempt to construct

an equitable meritocratic society .

It is likely that by the time of the 1974 Whitlam reforms the supply of
graduates , at least from certain faculties was , for the first time in 120 years , beginning to
outstrip demand . Certainly from the late 1970s there has been an increasing dislocation
between the tertiary education system and labour market resulting in an oversupply of ,
and diminishing prospects for , graduates - especially those with degrees which carry little
prestige in the labour market . While ever increasing numbers of people have been
obtaining professional qualifications over the last twenty years , the ratio of professional

positions to population has remained constant and as previously observed most of the
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employment opportunities that have arisen during this period have been in the secondary

labour market . Pace ‘clever country’ rhetoric , as Gregory (1992) has bluntly observed -

There is no evidence that the economy has been generating demands for
an increasing proportion of the population to be well-educated and available for middle-
pay jobs . There must be disappointed expectations as those seeking further education

are denied rewards they might have expected a generation earlier .

Graduate salaries and employment prospects have been in steady decline
since the late 1970s . In 1968-9 the tertiary educated earnt 2.8 times as much as the
uneducated .By 1988-9 graduates earnt only 1.8 times as much - a 25% drop (Dusevic and
Harari 1992) . In 1978 graduate starting salaries were at 100% of average weekly earnings
while by 1993 they had dropped to 80% of average weekly earnings (Ashenden and
Milligan 1995) . More significantly , graduate unemployment , once an almost unthinkable
phenomenon , has become increasingly common . In 1973 4.5% of graduates were still
seeking full time employment at April after graduation . By 1975 the figure had doubled to
9.5% , by 1979 it was 15.2% and by 1983 20.1% . Throughout this period the graduate
unemployment rate was always significantly higher and often double that of the general
population of 20-24 year olds (Coyte 1985) . Maslen and Slattery (1994) found that only
60% of new graduates were in were in full time employment in 1990 and less than 50%
were in 1992 . In 1993 17.9% of graduates were still unemployed 5 months after

graduating . In recent years less than half of all recent graduates have been entering the
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workforce . Around 25% of graduates now go on to further study , around 5% go

overseas and the rest experience unemployment (Ashenden and Milligan 1995) .

It appears that the high levels of graduate unemployment would have been
even higher had not many graduates been willing to opt for underemployment and take
relatively low skill , low wage jobs alongside of , or instead of the uneducated . For
instance in 1994 the most common destination for humanities graduates , accounting for
14% of their overall employment , was clerical work . Other common destinations were
modestly renumerated white collar jobs such as teaching (8%) , research work (5%) ,
library work (4%) and areas in which tertiary education is not a pre-requisite such as sales
and finance (10%) and public relations (4%) . Only 4% of humanities graduates became
business professionals . Graduates from fields of study such as languages , visual and
performing arts and psychology were similarly afflicted with widespread

underemployment (Ashenden and Milligan 1995) .

McGregor (1997:163-164) has observed -

Middle-class parents are having to get used to the fact that their kids may
not get the same sort of jobs they have , even if their children have university degrees ;
graduates find themselves working as kitchen hands and sales staff and in the hospitality

industry instead of in professional and management jobs .
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While a large scale comprehensive survey into underemployment remains to be
undertaken , the various graduate destination surveys presently available indicate it is a
widespread phenomenon and recent commentators on higher education ( see Coyte 1985 ,
Maslen and Slattery 1994 , Ashenden and Milligan 1995 ) have all identified it as a serious
and growing problem . Coyte (1985) and Maslen and Slattery (1994) both argue that the
massive increase in higher education has unleashed a vicious circle of credentialism . As
graduates have flooded a weak job market employers have raised the educational
requirements for positions . Graduates displace the non-tertiary educated doing low skill
work which once would have been done by the uneducated . Employees have to be more
and more educated to undertake less and less complicated tasks . The educated are
underemployed in the secondary labour market while the uneducated are crowded out and
find it difficult to find any employment at all . Paradoxically as the numbers of graduates
increase and the rewards available to them decrease it becomes increasingly important for
labour market entrants to have a degree because of the preference of employers for the
credentialled . The Keating government appeared to belatedly recognise the dysfunction
between the university system and the labour market in 1993 when it announced that the
massive expansion of higher education was over and the emphasis would shift into funding

places and encouraging participation technical education .

Prospects for graduates in Australia are largely determined by the degree
they undertake rather than the institution they attend . Though some universities in

Australia are more prestigious than others there is no clearly demarcated elite group (such
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as exists for example in Britain , France and the U.S.A ) attendance at which , largely
regardless of field of study undertaken , guarantees access to employment in the upper
echelons of the civil service and corporate sector . In Australia the specific degree remains
of primary importance . Those pursuing fields of study at the top of what might be termed
the degree hierarchy (Law , Medicine , Dentistry , Economics , Business , Architecture

etc ) have , despite the economic and educational changes of the last two decades ,
remained relatively assured of well renumerated attractive employment in the core labour
market or as self employed professionals . It is those at the bottom of the degree hierarchy
- most humanities graduates and those studying the physical and biological sciences - who
have experienced unemployment and underemployment ; and it has been their poor
performance in the labour market that has been responsible for figures showing a

deterioration in the overall level of graduate salaries and employment .

The prospects for those at the bottom of the degree hierarchy have never
been as attractive as for those at the top but when the overall supply of graduates was
much lower and the labour market differently structured those at the bottom still enjoyed
the prospect of reasonably attractive employment in the core labour market - generally in
the public sector and most frequently in teaching . In the mid 1970s over a third of all
graduates and almost half of all humanities graduates went into teaching positions (Coyte
1985) . While a significant proportion of humanities graduates and others at the bottom of
the degree hierarchy still manage to obtain middle income positions in teaching and

elsewhere in the public service , a sizeable proportion now find themselves trapped in the
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lower levels of the public service (typically in clerical work) or in the secondary labour
market employed alongside of , or instead of the uneducated in secondary labour market

( frequently in pink-collar service sector occupations ) . Exacerbating the problems of this
group , the public sector - the traditional employer of graduates from the lower end of the
degree hierarchy has been progressively scaled back in recent years in line with orthodox
neo-classical economic policy - between 1981-1991 the employment share of the public

sector declined from 26% to 23.7% of the workforce (ABS 1994) .

6.The erosion of Anglo-Celtic advantage.

In a multicultural society such as Australia , the role of ethnicity must be
accorded as much attention as that of class and the interconnections between the two
noted . Anglo-Celts , including those in the proletariat , have until recently constituted a
privileged group within Australian society . Over the last two to three decades however
their hegemony has come under increasing challenge from a large number of non-Anglo-
Celtic immigrants and their offspring who have arrived in Australia since 1945 . 5.7 million
immigrants came to Australia between 1945-1988 and 3.7 million settled permanently
( Inglis et al 1992:62) . Most , though not all , of these non-Anglo-Celtic immigrants ,
both during the immediate post war largely European phase and the more recent , post
White Australia policy largely Asian phase have entered Australian society in the lower
echelons of the class structure but have frequently achieved significant upward mobility

over a relatively short time period .
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During the post war period , Northern European and British immigrants
coming from mature industrial economies and possessing in demand industrial skills were
able to obtain upper working or middle class jobs upon arrival and assimilated quickly into
Australian society . Southern European migrants in contrast became a sub-proletariat
doing the most poorly paid , dangerous and low status work. Sherington (1990:146) has
commented “Immigrants from Southern Europe have formed the backbone of the post-

war Australian blue collar workforce ” while Markus (1994:197) has observed that

There is strong evidence that the labour market was segmented along
ethnic lines in the post war period , a development that has been highlighted by
researchers since the early 1960s . At the 1971 census , for example , Southern
Europeans were much more likely to be employed as tradespeople , process workers , and

labourers than the Australian born .

The skills and hence prospects of the more recent Asian migrants show a
similar regional dichotomy to their European predecessors . Immigrants from Hong Kong
and ASEAN nations (like their Northern European predecessors ) come from advanced
nations , a significant proportion also possess English language skills and significant
educational qualifications and these immigrants are generally able to secure attractive
employment or , in the case of business migrants start their own businesses with the large

amount of capital they bring with them from their previous country of residence . Those
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from Indochina (like their Southern .European predecessors ) come from under-developed
(and wartorn ) nations and typically possess little formal education (or if educated are
unable to get their qualifications recognised) ; have few marketable skills ; have poor or
non-existent English language skills and generally become members of the subproletariat

of Australian society . Sherington (1990:165) has written of the Indochinese refugees -

with little understanding of English and most of their overseas
qualifications not recognised , many initially ended up on the assembly lines of
Australian factories . In 1981 , 70% of the Vietnamese employed in Australia were

concentrated in process work or were tradesmen or labourers .

Coughlan (1992:101) drawing on 1986 census data has similarly observed “the majority
of the Indochinese-born workers are to be found in the blue collar occupations . . .

working as tradespersons , plant and machine operators and labourers ™ .

Migrants in Australia have not had significant obstacles placed in their way
to prevent them attaining full citizenship and access to middle and high income
occupations . Many of the Southern European and Indochinese migrants who entered
Australia on the lowest rung of the class ladder have managed to move into the middle
class relatively rapidly - typically by starting small businesses . Even those migrants who

have themselves remained trapped at the bottom of the class structure have seen their
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offspring achieve upward mobility frequently , especially in the case of Asian migrants ,

through educational attainments . Markus (1994:214,215) has observed

Although ethnic segmentation developed , there was little evidence of the
Sformation of an underclass in the first four decades after the war ; immigrants generally
did not experience the same degree of closure as ‘guest workers’ did in some European
countries . . . most found in Australia a relatively open society which offered the prospect
of economic advancement to many and the opportunity of citizenship , permanent

settlement , and formal political rights to all but a small minority .

By the late 1960s a significant proportion of postwar migrants had
achieved upward mobility and it was possible to speak of a rising ‘ethnic’ middle class sure
of its place in Australian society and beginning to become involved in the political process
in order to remove any barriers still in exis';ence blocking their further advancement .
Markus (1994) argues that the Fraser government’s championing of Multiculturalism in
the mid 1970s was an attempt to placate and incorporate the by then large ethnic middle
class . First and second generation European migrants having achieved a secure material
base were also in a position to be able to encourage their children to proceed to tertiary
education . Since the time of the 1974 Whitlam reforms the overwhelming domination of
Anglo-Celts of the professions and upper echelons of the public and corporate spheres has
been diminishing as the children and grandchildren of post-war European migrants have in

significant numbers entered the tertiary education and proceeded to high status
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employment . Castles et al (1988:35-36) have observed that the educational and
occupational mobility of migrant children “ is significant and means that the labour market
function of the first generation will not be altogether inherited by the second generation ™ .
Markus (1994:200) found that 11.6% of second generation Greek-Australians were in
professional and technical occupations compared to 1.5% of the first generation while the
figures for Italians were 10% for the second generation compared to 3.4% for the first
generation and for Yugoslavs 13.2% for the second generation compared to 3.2% for the

first .

The real challenge to Anglo-Celtic domination of tertiary education over
the last two decades however has not come from the long established children and
grandchildren of the postwar migrants but first and second generation Asian migrants who
have been arriving in large numbers since 1974 . It appears Asian -Australians , regardless
of what class location they occupied in their country of origin or what class location they
occupy in Australian society , place an extremely high value on higher education .
Whereas there was a time lapse of at least a generation between post war European
migrant groups arriving and entering the tertiary education system in significant numbers
Asian migrant groups had an almost immediate impact with many of the children of these
migrants undertaking higher education . At the time of the 1986 census for example , more
than half of the Asian born population of 15-24 year olds were attending educational
institutions compared to around a third of the general population and 16.8% of Asian born

15-24 year olds were full time university students compared to 8.4% of Australian born
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15-24 year olds (Inglis et al 1992:84) . Care must be taken with the figure of 16.8% as it
includes a large number of Asian overseas students studying in Australia as well as Asian-
Australians but nonetheless this , and other available evidence points to high levels of

participation in higher education by Asian-Australians .

A 1991 DEET survey found several Asian migrant groups were
overrepresented in the student population - students born in Malaysia , Brunei , Hong
Kong and Macau were present in greater numbers than proportion in the general
population would suggest . Other available data (see the annual DEET analysis of the
tertiary student population entitled Selected Higher Education Statistics ) show high levels
of participation in tertiary education by individuals born in China , Hong Kong , India ,
South Korea , Malaysia , Singapore , Shri Lanka , Taiwan and Vietnam over the last two
decades . In 1994 for instance 8% of the University student population (not including
overseas students ) had been born in Asia or the Middle East and just under 15% of
students came from homes in which a language other than English was spoken . Those
speaking Asian languages in particular Cantonese , Mandarin , Hindi , Korean , Tamil and
Vietnamese , made up a large proportion of this 15% (DEET 1995) . Coughlan (1992:85)
has observed that Vietnamese students are overrepresented in courses such as medicine ,
engineering and computing at the top of the degree hierarchy and underrepresented in
courses at the bottom of the degree hierarchy such as education , psychology , sociology
and social work . It seems reasonable to assume the same holds true for other Asian

groups . The reasons for this overrepresentation at the top of the degree hierarchy appear
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to be twofold . Firstly Asian-Australian students appear to be more highly dedicated than
members of any other ethnic group and achieve in disproportionately high numbers the
matriculation results necessary to access high demand courses at the top of the degree
hierarchy . Secondly there appears to be , to a greater extent than exists amongst other
ethnic groups , significant parental pressure upon students to undertake and succeed in
prestigious course which will lead to high status employment . It is also possible first and
second generation Asian-Australians feel they lack the advanced English language skills

and cultural capital necessary to successfully undertake Arts courses .

One of the successes of Australian multiculturalism has been that although
the majority of the millions of migrants who have settled here since 1945 have had to
endure membership of the proletariat or subproletariat for some period of time many
achieved upward mobility and , even if they themselves didn’t , many of their children did .
Had the extraordinary economic conditions and general upward mobility of the post war
period continued past the mid 1970s the arrival of large numbers of ethnic Australians into
the middle and upper class may not have lead to any diminution in the affluence and life
chances of the privileged Anglo-Celtic majority . As it was at the very time ethnic
Australians were emerging into the middle class the middle class was itself shrinking .
Once the economy and middle class stopped booming in the mid 1970s gains by one group
inevitably came at the expense of another . While the number of high income positions has
remained static and middle income ones have been disappearing , Anglo-Celts who once

enjoyed a monopoly on such positions have increasingly found themselves losing out in the
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competition for such positions to ethnic Australians . During a period when a university
education was becoming increasingly essential to gain access to middle and high income
positions second and third generation European-Australians and first and second
generation Asian-Australians began entering the university system in large numbers with
the latter group gaining a disproportionately large number of places in high demand degree
course . This ethnic influx transformed what until the early 1970s had been an almost
exclusively Anglo-Celtic preserve and reduced the number of places available for Anglo-
Celts . While Anglo-Celts still enjoy a dominant position in Australian society that
domination has been progressively reduced since at least the mid 1960s . This diminution
in Anglo-Celtic dominance and the visible affluence and increasing political assertiveness
of ethnic groups coupled with the economic reversals of the last two decades has lead to
the emergence of anti-immigration , anti-immigrant and anti -multiculturalism sentiments
amongst many older and/or working class Anglo-Celtic Australians * . The response of
PMC Anglo-Celts or at least PMC Angio-Celtic youth to the constriction of their
lifechances has been more subtle and less reactionary more frequently taking the form of

subcultural involvement than support for right-wing populists ° .

8.Class Problematic.

The ° class problematic’ of the Australian middle class individual since the

mid 1970s has been the age old one of the middle class - maintenance of ones relatively

privileged position and avoidance of slipping back into the proletariat one , or ones



63

forbears emerged from . From 1940 until the mid 1970s mobility in Australian society was
largely one way - upward . Since that time the position of the middle class has become
more precarious . 10% of Australian households have fallen out the middle class
altogether and many of the Australian households who remain in the middle class have
been able to do so only by coming to rely on two wages one or both of which are capable
of rapidly disappearing in a now volatile anc; insecure economic environment . Youth has
been emerging into a weak labour market in which most of the employment opportunities
on offer have been modestly paying ones in the service sector . The middle class , once
almost as large as the class above it and below it put together and doubled , is losing
members at an astonishing rate . The situation of Australia’s middle class since 1975
strangely mirrors that of London’s East End working class a quarter of a century ago as
described by Cohen (1972:17) in his seminal study on working class subculture with the

2

community “caught and pulled apart ” into distinct class fractions - those in “highly
specialised , skilled and well paid jobs  and those in “routine , dead end , low paid

unskilled jobs associated with the labour intensive sections especially the service

industries > .

Up until the latter half of the 1970s a fairly clear connection existed
between an Australian citizens educational achievements and likely future class position -
if an individual had a complete secondary education or better they were relatively assured
of a middle class lifestyle . Of course even without these qualifications such a lifestyle was

easily attainable for most but possession of such qualifications was , (accurately enough ) ,
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seen as a firm guarantee of middle class status or better . The creation of a post-industrial
service economy and the evaporation of middle income jobs over the last two decades
coupled with massive increases in participation in higher education have significantly
altered the previously simple equation between education and status . Much sociological
analysis has divided the population into three broad groups - the uneducated and
unskilled , skilled workers and the educated and assumed all members of the latter group
enjoy easy access to a middle class lifestyle . This is , as discussed above , no longer the

case .

In 1980 Gorz identified a “non-class” which he described as the “neo-
proletariat™ emerging in advanced Western nations as a result of the emergence of a highly

automated , high technology , post-industrial economy . Gorz (1982:69-70) observed -

The majority of the population now belongs to the post industrial neo-
proletariat which , with no job security or definite class identity , fills the area of
probationary , contracted , casual and temporary employment . . . The neo-proletariat
is generally over qualified for the jobs it finds . It is generally condemned to underuse of
its capacities when it is in work and unemployment itself in the longer term . Any
employment seems to be accidental and provisional , every type of work purely
contingent . It cannot feel any involvement wit ‘its’ work or identification with ‘its’ job .
Work no longer signifies an activity or even a major occupation ; it is merely a blank

interval on the margins of life , to be endured in order to earn a little money .
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Though the situation is not quite as extreme or simple as Gorz suggests his theory would
seem to apply relatively well to the experiences of many Australian youth , especially those

from the non-corporate fraction of the PMC , since the mid 1970s .

Those at the top of the degree hierarchy destined to become members of
the corporate fraction of the PMC are still relatively assured of entry into the core labour
market and a middle class lifestyle or better . However those from the middle to the
bottom of the degree hierarchy now face grimmer prospects . It is such individuals who
are most keenly aware of the class problematic of their parent culture - inability to
maintain a middle class lifestyle . Interestingly it is largely from the ranks of this group
rather than members of the corporate fraction of the PMC that youth subcultures that

PMC subcultures draw their membership .

8.Epigoni.

My generation was brought up being promised so much . Advertising
promised so much . The lucky country promised so much . We reached adulthood and
Jound it wasn'’t there ..

Richard King - winner of the 1995 Vogel literary award *°
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PMC youth coming of age since the mid 1970s have frequently found their
life situation strangely contradictory to both their own expectations and those of the wider
society . Australia is still constructed as , if not quite the ‘Lucky Country’ of yesteryear
then at least still the  Relatively Lucky Country * - certainly a country in which a middle
class lifestyle is still the norm and easily achievable . Unemployment and underemployment
are still generally believed to be working class problems . The ¢ Clever Country ’ is
supposed to richly reward its well educated citizens with attractive positions in the core
labour market . The startling contraction of the middle class has not featured prominently
in any of the dominant discourses of Australian society which still construct this society as
one of shared prosperity in which a middle class lifestyle is easily accessible , especially to
the credentialled . Failure to achieve such a lifestyle especially for an educated individual in
a society ideologically constructed as a prosperous , equitable liberal social democracy

could only be conceived as the result of some personal shortcoming .

The sense of relative deprivation and status inconsistency is likely to be
particularly acute for Anglo-Celtic youth from families long established in Australia .
While their grandparents and parents , generally with minimal education , were able to
easily achieve a middle class standard of living during the post war boom period , they ,
even with the benefit of a far longer education , are unable to access such a lifestyle . By
contrast ethnic youth , even if they themselves raised in middle class circumstances are
likely to have parents or grandparents who were some period of time members of the

proletariat or subproletariat . The Anglo-Celtic youth expects to enjoy the same easily
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won prosperity previous generations experienced . The experiences of the ethnic youth
and his or her family mean he or she views a middle class lifestyle as contingent rather
than normative .These different worldviews may be one of the reasons ethnic youth have ,
compared to their Anglo-Celtic counterparts , shown relatively little interest in the PMC

subcultures .

Subcultures , which have for decades allowed working class youth the
opportunity to forge an idehtity alternative and unconnected to the one ascribed them by
their place in the productive system , have come over the last two decades , on a scale
never before seen in Australia , to perform a similar function for PMC youth , especially
Anglo-Celtic ones , who like their class as whole are often finding the employment ,

lifestyle and status they expect difficult or impossible to attain .
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ENDNOTES

! «“Our epoch , the epoch of the bourgeoisie possesses . . . this distinctive feature : it has
simplified the class antagonisms . Society as a whole is more and more splitting up into
two great hostile camps , into two great classes facing each other - bourgeoisie and

proletariat ” from Marx , K and Engels , F (1848) Manifesto of the Communist Party

2McGuinness , P (26/4/97) in “The truth about the rise of the New Class ” in the Sydney

Morning Herald writes

It is accurate and useful to describe the social and political structure of
Australia as being dominated by a “New Class” which is roughly identified with the
educated white-collar middle class and professionals who constitute the political elite of
our society . . . any regime tends to come under the control of the educated political elites
who govern in their own interest . . . Over the past 20 years Australia has been producing
its own nomenklatura of bureaucrats , arts administrators , media gurus , official artists
and writers , and so on . . . The New Class hates business , unless properly regulated by
its members , it detests the market and any mechanism like pricing which exposes to the

vulgar gaze the reality of who gets what in our society .
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30f course even at the time the El_lrenreichs (1976a) were writing women had the option
of attaining full membership of the PMC by pursuing their own careers rather than simply

being reliant on “ acquiring ” a PMC marriage partner .

*Mackay classifies households as middle class if they have an income between $22 000

and $72 000 (in constant 1991-92 terms)

’Graph taken from Whitfield , K and Ross , R (1996) The Australian Labour Market

Harper Educational

§ Graph taken from EPAC (June 1992) Unemployment in Australia (Council Paper No.51)

’Graph taken from Ashenden , D and Milligan , S (1995) The Australian Good

Universities Guide to Getting In . Getting On , Getting a Job Reed Reference

¥ Such sentiments have been exacerbated by tabloid media reporting ( which ranges from
the sensational to the outright hysterical ) of various subcultures and gangs made up of
(working class) ethnic youth . Vietnamese youth gangs in Cabramatta involved in the
drug trade have been portrayed as members of triads with the suggestion they are part of a
sinister highly organised multinational Asian criminal cartel . The * homeboy ’ subculture
which appeals primarily to working class ethnic youth and which revolves an antipodean

aping of the culture of urban African-American underclass youth (i.e listening to and
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performing hip hop music , breakdancing , graffiting , wearing sportswear in particular
baseball caps , the use of ebonic slang ) has also periodically been subjected to moral
panics . Unfortunately I do not have the space within my particular focus to undertake
examination of any of the various outer-suburban working class ethnic subcultures
presently in existence . Se Maxwell and Bambrick (1994) , Forrester (1993) and Foote

(1993) for examinations of these type of subcultures .

® The author is unaware of any serious academic research presently in existence on the
Hanson phenomenon . However at the time of writing and on the evidence available it
appears that reactions to multiculturalism amongst Anglo-Celtic Australians broadly divide
along generational and class lines . It appears the anti-immigration/anti-multiculturalism
agenda appeals most to those now over 40 who came of age in a largely monocultural
society and are disturbed by the changes wrought to Australian society by large waves of
migrants and successive governments championing of multiculturalism over the last two
decades . It also appears that poorly educated working class individuals , who have fared
worst from the negative economic changes of the last two decades and who are seeking a
simple reason for and solution to their predicament ; and who lack the education and
cultural capital that frequently instils an appreciation or at least tolerance of other cultures
, are similarly attracted to such an agenda . Both the seats of Oxley and Kalgoorlie now
held by the anti-immigration and anti-multiculturalism Independents Pauline Hanson and
Graeme Campbell were previously safe ALP seats containing large working class

constituencies . Conversely most of the support for multiculturalism and (visible)
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opposition to Pauline Hanson appears to have come from PMC youth -notably political

groups largely made up of university students .

1 Quoted m Davis (1997:140)
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CHAPTER TWO

Epigoni in interregnum

1. Class Consciousness and political attitudes in Australia.

The class consciousness of Australians has been examined by a wide variety
of sociologists and political scientists in the post war period ( see Broom , Jones and
Zubrzycki 1968 , Broom and Jones 1976 , Aitkin 1977 and 1982 , Connell 1977 ,
Chamberlain 1983 , Baxter et al 1991 ) . None has found that Australians exhibit a
significant degree of class consciousness or perceive themselves to be members of an

unjust class society .

Connell (1977) has observed that Australians’ conceptions of class pass
through three stages as they mature . Between the ages of 12 and 16, ( the period when
most adolescents become involved in youth culture and some begin to become interested
and involved in subcultures ) , the third and final stage - the stage of true class schemes - is
reached . Adolescents come to recognise the major classes in society and their distinctive
attributes . They are aware of the social inequalities that exist but do not believe , as they
generally do at an early stage , that these inequalities are unjust . Adolescents upon
reaching the final stage of class schemes come to believe , like their elders , that the

existing class structure is a just one and one’s position within it is proportional to one’s
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efforts . The “disengaged consensus ” (Connell 1977:146 ) of those adolescents Connell
surveyed was that society was satisfactory and did not require a reordering to remove or
ameliorate inequities . Connell comments “ Most . . do not see class as a problematic
issue or feel themselves to be engaged in any type of class conflict ” ( Connell 1977:146) .

Connell (1977:150) comments of the adolescents he surveyed that :

very few indeed , have a firm consciousness of their own class position . . .
Class is not salient as a frame of reference for judging the self ... They do not have
that shared consciousness of class membership which is basic to class politics . . . their
political attitudes . . . are with a few exceptions entirely free of class considerations . . .
The most striking finding , overall , is that the children develop a detailed interpretation

of class without a firm consciousness of class membership .

Aitken (1977) found similarly low levels of class consciousness amongst
those Australians he surveyed between 1967 to 1969 . Asked to rate important sources of
identity class finished last of the five choices offered to respondents behind “Australian” ,
“British Subject” , “State” and “Town” . This and other data lead Aitken (1977:127 ,129)

to conclude -
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we are entitled to a strong suspicion class labels are worn lightly by many
Australians . . . although most people will readily place themselves into a social class ,

for perhaps two-thirds of them class labels carry little meaning or permanence .

It might be assumed that the economic reversals of the last two decades
and dramatic changes in the class structure would have lead to an increase in class
consciousness amongst Australians in the period since Connell and Aitken carried out their
surveys . No such phenomenon has taken place . The most recent and exhaustive analysis
of class in Australia carried out by Baxter et al (1991) found , as Connell and Aitkin earlier
had , that class carried little salience for Australians . Baxter et al found Australians were
class aware but not class conscious - that is they were aware of class differences in society
and understood the workings of class mechanisms but didn’t attach much significance to
these things . Only 46.8% of those they surveyed were prepared to say they belonged to a
particular social class . When the interviewers insisted respondents place themselves in a
class location 3.6% still refused to do so insisting classes didn’t exist . 29% of male and
42% of female respondents working in low skill , low pay occupations still classified

themselves as middle class .

When presented with three possible models of the class structure of
Australian society and asked to choose which provided the most accurate representation

42% of respondents in Baxter et al’s survey chose a money model which presented the
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class structure as based on income and wealth , slightly less than 30% chose a status
model which presented the class structure as based on a hierarchy of occupational prestige
and slightly under 30% chose the power or dichotomous class model (i.e “Australian
society is composed of employers and big business owners and workers and those who
have to depend on a wage for a living ” ) which came closest to representing a class
conscious image of society (Baxter et al:268) . When respondents were asked to rank
sources of identity that were important to them social class finished tenth behind ‘Family
Group member ° , ‘Australian’ , ‘Occupation’ , ‘Gender’ , ‘State’ , ‘Ethnic background’ ,
‘Town/District’ , ‘Age’ and ‘Religion‘ . Baxter et al (1991:274-275) comment on their

findings -

the picture that emerges is of a society whose inhabitants appear
relatively indjfferent to matters of class . . . A majority of Australians quite simply do not
think of themselves or their lives in class terms , and this indifference to class appears
borne out of a perception not simply that the class structure is relatively fluid and open ,
but also that class has no great cultural significance as a basis for social division . .
Australia cannot be considered a ‘classless ‘ society in an objective sense . . . However ,
our results appear to endorse one - albeit contested - component of Australian folklore :

that class remains a relatively unimportant cultural category for most Australians
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Along with low levels of class consciousness Australians exhibit low levels

' in 1967 - at a time of

of interest in politics. In a survey carried out by Aitkin
momentous social change of the sort which would seem to encourage an interest in
politics amongst citizens - nearly half of Aitkin’s sample declared they had no or not much
interest in politics ; more than half did not follow political news ; two thirds did not know
the name of their federal member of parliament ; two out of five did not care very much
which party won elections ; and barely half thought what the federal Government did
made any difference to their well-being . Only 4% of those in the sample were members of

a political party and of those only one in three considered themselves to be active party

workers . Aitkin (1977:18, 23) comments -

Survey data certainly support the view that politics is of small moment to
most of the electorate . . . the every day participants , the politicians , advisers , party
workers , trade union leaders and others in similar positions who really understand

politics are only a tiny handful of the citizens .

Subsequent studies have found similar ignorance and apathy amongst the electorate as
well as widespread acceptance of the status quo in terms of Australia being a capitalist

democracy .
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As referred to above, Connell (1977) found the overwhelming majority of
individuals he surveyed , including working class ones , had by the time they reached
adolescence , come to accept that Australia’s economic system was ,despite its
inequitable outcomes , fair . Chamberlain (1983: 45-51) similarly found that a majority of
respondents in all the class samples , he undertook , including the working class ones ,
endorsed the system of private enterprise . More recently Baxter et al (1991:225) found
high levels of ‘pro-capitalist’ as opposed to ‘pro-worker’ attitudes amongst those they

surveyed - results which at face value seemed to suggest -

Australia is the repository of an ‘enterprise culture’ of truly Thatcherite
proportions , with virtually all trace of socialist thinking eradicated from its upper strata
and only minimal support for such strategies evident within the lower echelons of the

class structure .

The respondents in Baxter et al’s survey also expressed little interest in political activity .
When asked what they would do if concerned about a social or political issue 88% said
they would not write to the newspapers , 86% said they would not join a campaign or
organisation concerned with the issue , 81% said they would not demonstrate or march or
actively promote the issue they were interested in , 60% said they would not attend public

meetings and 77% said they would not contact their Member of Parliament . The only
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form of political activity generating widespread participation was petition signing with

70% of respondents reporting having engaged in this activity .

Data collected National Social Science Survey conducted in 1984-85 and
published in Kelley and Bean (1988:47) presents a similar picture of a conservative
electorate . When asked to place themselves on the political spectrum , respondents
showed an overwhelming preference for centrism and demonstrated a greater aversion
for the left than the right . 55% of respondents said the were in the centre of the political
spectrum . 22% reported they were somewhat to the right and 9% strongly to the right .
In contrast only 3% of respondents claimed they were strongly to the left and only 12%
described themselves as somewhat to the left . 21% of respondents reported little interest
in politics , 47% reported some interest in politics and only 32% reported having a good
deal of interest in what is going on in politics . 9% of respondents reported they were very
satisfied with the operation of democracy in Australia and 64% said they were fairly
satisfied . Only 4% reported they were not at all satisfied with a further 19% reporting
they were not very satisfied . These figures lead Bean (1988) to conclude “ the mass
electorate in Australia , as in many other countries , is not highly politicised in the sense of

being psychologically involved in politics ” Kelley and Bean ( 1988 :49) .
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A significant body of evidence points to Australians exhibiting very low
levels of class consciousness , being very accepting of the status quo , taking a broadly
centrist position , having a greater aversion to radicalism than consérvatism and showing
little interest in politics or political activism . However one group of Australians has
typically demonstrated the exact opposite of these national traits . Members of the PMC
have always , as one might expect given their background and education , demonstrated
an above average interest and participation in politics (See Aitken 1977 , Kelley and Bean
1988 , Western et al 1991 , McGregor 1997 ) . Youth from the non-corporate fraction of
the PMC would seem to be the group within the PMC which has historically demonstrated
the most interest and willingness to participate in progressive politics . Over the last 100
years this group has frequently , in stark contrast to the mass electorate , exhibited a high
level of class consciousness in the sense of perceiving the class system to be unjust
(though not necessarily in the sense of identifying as part of the working class
themselves) , been highly critical of the status quo , taken a radical rather than centrist
position and have become involved in various forms of political activism . The apparent
political passivity of contemporary youth from the non-corporate fraction of the PMC may
be unremarkable in the general Australian context but it appears aberrant when it is
compared to the political engagement demonstrated by significant numbers of youth from
the non-corporate fraction of the PMC throughout Australia’s history particularly in
decades such as the 1890s , 1930s, 1940s and most recently from the mid 1960s to mid

1970s .
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2.Counterculture in Australia.

The non-appearance of a movement similar to the Counterculture over the
last two decades and the apparent quietism of those who have come of age since the mid
1970s has dominated discussion on Youth and Youth culture over the last 15 years ( see
for example Hebdige 1988 , Reynolds 1988 , Redhead 1990) . Before attempting to
explain the disengaged nature of many contemporary PMC subculturalists , it is necessary
to briefly examine their much mythologised antecedents . Non-conformist middle class
youth groups have typically been categorised as either bohemian or radical - with the latter
being interested in activism to bring about social change and the former in self imposed
exile from and uninterested in transforming their host society . Such a categorisation has
been and is simplistic and problematic given that many members of groups categorised as
bohemian have been interested in and sympathetic to radical ideas while many members
of groups categorised as radical have led bohemian lifestyles . Nonetheless while radical
and bohemian worldviews and philosophies typically co-exist within non-conformist
middle class groups , one or the other is generally dominant . The vast majority of
contemporary PMC subculturalists exhibit a bohemian rather than radical worldview
which is surprising given that historically most of the groups joined by non-conformist
PMC youth in Australia have been more radical than bohemian and Australian society ,
unlike some others , does not have a long history of generating bohemian youth

subcultures .
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There were no real Australian equivalents to the various bohemian groups
that European societies generated such as the Bohemians of 1830s Paris , the Fin-de-
Siecle Aesthetes of Victorian England and their European counterparts the decadents and
the German Wandervogel of the 1900s . Nor were there any Australian equivalents to
groups such as the Dadaists and Surrealists in Europe and ‘flappers’ and ‘jellybeans’ in the
U.S.A created by the ‘Lost Generation’ in the interwar period earlier this century . Up
until the mid 1850’s it appears Australian society was bereft of bohemian groups of any
type . Once a professional intelligentsia emerged from the middle of the nineteenth
century , small circles of hedonistic professional artists opposed to the reigning Victorian
values did begin to emerge . These groups as White (1981) has observed were elitist and
exclusionary with their membership typically restricted to a small coterie of aspirant and/or
professional artists and various ‘hangers-on’ . Even these bohemian artists (especially
the writers) , were in Australia , far more engagé than their more apolitical European
counterparts , frequently proselytising nationalist , republican and socialist ideas . It
appears that for the first half of the twentieth century small circles of artists remained the
only notable bohemian groups in Australian society . From the 1870s to the 1940s it was
various socialist and communist groups with their accompanying youth wings , art
associations and writers leagues rather than bohemian subcultures which typically served
as a focus for the affective investments of disaffected PMC youth in Australia® . The

Sydney Push which emerged in the late 1940s appears to be the first bohemian movement
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to attract a numerically significant and occupationally diverse membership . Like their fin-
de-siecle predecessors these 1950s Australian bohemians were more politically aware
than their foreign counterparts the European Existentialists and American Beats . Though
not believing in the possibility of the creation of a socialist utopia libertarian Push

members generally subscribed to a progressive set of values (see Coombs 1996) .

Australia’s Counterculture differs in several important respects to its
foreign , especially American , counterparts and these differences must be noted before
attempting to explain the current dearth of Australian countercultural youth groupings .
Foremost amongst the distinguishing aspects of the Australian Counterculture was its
small membership . As elsewhere the Australian Counterculture was made up of a fraction
of the student population . More specifically a sizeable minority of those studying the
Humanities and destined for employment in non-corporate PMC occupations . The
proportion of the Australian population in tertiary education was at the time relatively
small especially in comparison to nations such as the U.S.A and the Australian
Counterculture attracted a very small proportion of the overall Australian population . The
largest number of people to attend a Countercultural artistic event was 45 000 at the 1973
Sunbury festival . The number attending Countercultural political events was somewhat
higher . At the height of the moratorium demonstrations in 1970 one march in Melbourne
is estimated to have had 80 000 - 100 000 people in attendance but attendance at marches

in Sydney never rose above 25 000 ( Horne 1980:56 ) . These figures may seem to point
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to an impressively large Counterculture but it must be remembered that a large number of
people involved in moratorium marches were not members of the Counterculture but
unionists , ALP members , pacifists , Christians and members of a variety of other
organisations opposed to Australian involvement in the Vietnam War. This illustrates the
second unique feature of the Australian Counterculture - its relatively peaceful co-
existence with mainstream society . Counterculture - Mainstream Society relations never
escalated into violent confrontation in Australia as occurred elsewhere . There are no
significant examples of State brutality against the Counterculture in Australia and
conversely terrorist groups such as The Weathermen and The Angry Brigade did not
emerge amongst frustrated and impatient Counterculturalists in Australia as they did in the
US A, UK , Germany , Italy and Japan . While many of the members of foreign
Countercultures had , by the end of the 1960s , come to believe that revolution was
necessary most of those involved in the Australian Counterculture remained inside
mainstream political process and were content to work for the end of decades of Liberal
Government and the election of the ALP under Whitlam . This brings us to the third
unique feature of the Australian Counterculture - its lack of synchronicity with its overseas

counterparts .

While the Counterculture in Europe and the U.S.A reached the peak of its

influence in 1968 (see Hewison 1986 ) and went into decline from then on , the
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Australian Counterculture did not reach the peak of its influence until a few years later in
the 1970s. The Australian anti-war movement began in 1965 . In 1966 the Liberal Party
comfortably won an election by virtue of its support for , compared to the ALP’s
opposition to , Australian participation in the Vietnam War . It wasn’t until 1970 that large
numbers of people (i.e tens of thousands) began participating in the moratorium
movement and public opinion turned against the war (see Gerster and Basset 1991) . The
most significant long-term achievement of the Counterculture - its contribution to the
election of Whitlam didn’t occur until the end of 1972 . There were no Countercultural
rock festivals held in Australia until 1970 . Arguably the most significant Countercultural
festival - the Aquarius Arts Festival , which established Nimbin as an alternative lifestyle
epicentre , didn’t take place until 1973 . The most widely attended Counterculture rock
festival - Sunbury - started in 1972 , peaked in 1973 and was poorly attended and
thereafter discontinued in 1975 . Though Australia’s Counterculture got underway and
peaked later than its overseas counterparts it disintegrated far more rapidly . Like its
foreign counterparts it was in a state of collapse by the mid 1970s with the anti-Fraser
campaign at the end of 1975 the last notable example of Countercultural political activity .
Thereafter the remaining members , with the exception of some tenacious alternative
lifestylers largely concentrated in northern N.S.W ;| became involved in the more narrowly
focused and pragmatic ‘new social movements ‘ or retreated from political involvement

altogether .

3. The emergence of non-oppositional PMC subculture .
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Up until the mid 1970s radical groups , such as ‘Old Left’ socialist and
communist groups and more recently the New Left libertarian socialist counterculture ,
had been the prime sites for the affective investments of Australia’s disaffected PMC
youth . The interest shown in largely apolitical bohemian subcultures over the last two
decades by PMC youth is historically aberrant and puzzling in light of the emergence of

economic conditions which would seem to encourage rather than inhibit radicalism .

The CCCS writers saw the subcultures participated in by middle and
working class youth as distinctly different with the primary difference being the explicitly
oppositional nature of middle class subcultures . The CCCS writers frequently referred to
middle class subcultures as “countercultures” emphasising their political nature . Clark et
al (1975:61) who considered middle and working class subcultures so different that they

were unsure they could be dealt with within the same theoretical framework assert -

The objective oppositional content of working-class sub-cultures expresses
itself socially . . . The countercultures take a more overtly ideological or political form .

They make articulate their opposition to dominant values and institutions .
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The working class youth involved in a subculture was viewed by the CCCS
writers as having some conception , derived from experiences at school , on the street and
in the labour market and workplace , of being at the bottom of a stratified society . Thus
working class subculturalists had a basic form of class conscious - i.e a recognition of
their lowly position but were sufficiently deluded by various ‘State Ideological
Apparatuses’ that they did not possess a more developed form of class consciousness
which may have lead them to an understanding of the operation of their society and the
possibility of engaging in political action to create an alternative society .Working class
youth subcultures ‘profanely articulated ’ the existence of a subordinate and dissatisfied
group but did not engage in any (efficacious ) activities to change the circumstances of
either their members or the class as a whole from which they emerged . These subcultures
were a picturesque but futile attempt to solve the problems of a working class existence -

as Clarke et al (1975: 47,48) put it -

a resolution which , because pitched largely at the symbolic level , was
fated to fail . The problematic of a subordinate class experience can be , ‘lived through’,
negotiated or resisted ; but it cannot be resolved at that level or by those means . . .
Subcultural strategies . . . ‘solve ‘ but in an imaginary way , problems which at the

concrete material level remained unresolved .
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The primary and crucial difference between the  working class
subculturalist and his middle class peer according to the CCCS writers was that while the
working class subcultu;alist was ultimately little more than a hapless fantast his middle
class counterpart was a dissident . Ironically , disaffected middle class subculturalists were
seen to possess the class consciousness that their proletarian peers lacked - not so much
at the basic level of identifying as part of the working class - but at the level of
possessing a highly developed understanding of the workings of capitalist society and
having a vision of an alternative society . While middle class subculturalists , like their
working class peers , adopted a distinctive style this sartorial display was the starting
rather than end point of their resistance . The CCCS writers characterised middle class
subculturalists as hegemonically unincorporated and undeluded to the true workings of
the capitalist system and engaged in far more productive and politically significant forms
of resistance and opposition to their society than their less educated , less aware working

class peers.

It is now difficult to argue that the type of straightforward distinctions
between working and middle class subculturalists CCCS writers so confidently asserted
were fundamental can actually be seen to exist - at least in the contemporary Australian
situation . Though all four of the Australian PMC subcultures surveyed below in Chapter
Three share similarities with the Counterculture only one of the subcultures , the smallest

one at that , comes close to replicating its political consciousness and activism . The
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consciousness of the vast bulk of contemporary PMC subculturalists accords much more
closely with the confused and largely apolitical consciousness the CCCS saw as typical of
uneducated working class subculturalists than with the type of politically aware

worldview middle class subculturalists are supposed to hold .

The most commonly cited cause of the apparent political apathy of
contemporary PMC youth and their failure to create and participate in any movement
similar to the Counterculture over the last two decades has been the unfavourable
economic circumstances that eventuated once the post war boom and with it the ‘post-
scarcity” society came to an abrupt end in the early 1970s . Proponents of this position
argue that a depressed labour market and in particular a weak and crowded graduate job
market has lead to widespread conservatism amongst PMC youth concerned about the
prospect of a lifetime of underemployment or even unemployment . Hewison (1986:276)
one of the more perceptive and sober chroniclers of the Counterculture makes use of this

sort of argument commenting on the English situation -

we have to recognize that 1968 was an upheaval within the middle-class

that ultimately found an accommodation , partly through absorption , partly through

coercion , and , most important through changes in the economic conditions that had

helped bring the crisis about .
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Hewison (1986:298) argues the recessed economic conditions since the mid 1970s have

“for the economic optimism of the counter-culture” substituted “ a dole culture where
nihilism rules ” and ““ a new generation has emerged that has abandoned even the hopes of
the 1960s , and which can only replay the past in terms of pastiche , parody or irony ” .
Horne (1980:42,176 ) makes a similar argument about the reasons for the rise and decline

of radicalism amongst PMC youth in Australia .

By the mid 60s and early 70s . . . ‘youth’ was seen as a new civilisation ,
about to take over . This came from a confident generation that had grown up not in an
age of depression or war but in a period of previously unimaginable prosperity . . . With
the new prosperity , the provision of both more and more education and more and more
variety in more and more jobs could be taken for granted : there was plenty of safety in
risk ... What we do know now is that by 1972, although it did not appear so then , the
great post-war world boom was over . This in itself puts a dividing line between those
times and now . The line grew thicker when in 1973 the oil-producing countries put up

their prices . The basis of social change is no longer as easy as it could still seem in

1972
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Docker (1988:299) has written of Australian PMC youth’s reaction to the

strong labour market of the late 1960s and early 1970s -

Students could expect to get good jobs because of their tertiary training
... It was this very confidence in the possibility of employment - they could always drop
out because they knew they could always drop back in - that made employment itself ,
routinized work , seem contemptible . It was this that gave . . . young counterculturalists
the sense that anything in history was possible now , since a secure economic future

could always be deferred until they might want to take it up - hopefully on their terms .

Fbllowing Docker et al’s reasoning the cause of contemporary PMC youth’s lack or
radicalism is that those facing an insecure economic future do not believe “anything in
history is possible now ” . Both Maslen and Slattery (1994) and Gerster and Bassett
(1991) make use of exactly this type of argument in discussing the Australian situation
suggesting that PMC youth will be politically engaged in economically favourable
conditions but behave like apolitical careerists in recessed ones . Maslen and Slattery

(1994:160) aver -

The collective conscience of the modern student is drawn in ever smaller

arcs . The majority seem to have shrunk its shell , or got on with the business of building



91

careers . And why not ? Compared with the endless summer of the 1960s , students face a
tough , competitive world where jobs are scarce and good careers , more than global

peace , are to be fought for .

The problem with this argument is that while it may explain the last three
decades it is not borne out by historical experience . Youth from the middle to upper strata
of society have over the last two centuries frequently participated in radical movements in
recessed economic conditions - indeed it has been more common for bourgeois youth
finding themselves overeducated and underemployed to become radical and work for
social change than become conservative careerists frantically competing for the limited
career opportunities that do exist . Yinger (1982) has asserted that a existence of a group
of people experiencing relative deprivation and status inconsistency is one of the major
generating causes of countercultures . There are numerous examples of educated middle
class youth from the Russian Nihilists of the 1860s (see Esler 1971) to the Nazis of
Weimar Germany (see Fromm 1941 ) whose response to largely blocked opportunity
structures and underemployment was political activism . In the Australian context socialist
and communist groups both experienced a large influx of PMC youth during the depressed
decades of the 1890s and 1930s . More recently it is worth noting that the most influential
and successful political movement of recent decades arose out of the overeducation and

underemployment of PMC females (see Friedan 1963) .
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There is limited historical evidence to support the proposition the
radicalism of PMC youth is tied to favourable economic conditions and their conservatism
to unfavourable ones . While the constraints faced by contemporary PMC youth compared
to the advantageous climate their Countercultural predecessors enjoyed should be
recognised a simplistic economic determinist argument cannot be accepted as sufficient in

explaining the apoliticism of contemporary PMC youth .

4.Growing up Post-Marxist

The Ehrenreichs (1977) argue that the class interest of the PMC
especially its non- corporate fraction lie in the creation of a technocratic socialist society in
which the PMC would occupy the position now enjoyed by the capitalist class . The
unfavourable economic circumstances confronting the non-corporate fraction of the PMC
especially its younger members since the mid 1970s means many in the class fraction have
little to gain from the continuation of free market capitalism and conversely potentially
much to gain from the move towards a (technocratic) socialist society . However the
proletarianization of the non-corporate fraction of the PMC has not lead to increased

radicalism amongst its membership . On the contrary , interest in Marxism and
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transforming or reforming capitalism has dropped to it lowest level ever . This has less to
do with the failures of socialist societies than those of the Left , and in particular the

Academic Left , since the mid 1970s .

Many contemporary theorists (see for example Laclau and Mouffe 1985 )
are justifiably critical of the essentialist notion previously accepted within sociology that
individuals and classes are coherent unified subjects whose actions and consciousness
reflect an essence . Such theorists argue that the discourses an individual is exposed to and
accepts will play a large role in determining which identities will assume salience for
them . The proposition that an individual’s consciousness will be , to a large extent ,
constructed from available discourses rather than simply be an expression of their position
in the productive system ; would now seem to be reasonable and widely accepted amongst
theoreticians . For instance Baxter et al (1993:259-260 ) persuasively argue the lack of
class consciousness exhibited by Australians is a reflection of the absence of class as a
category in Australian political and industrial discourses . It would seem the different
consciousnesses and hence actions of the Counterculturalists and contemporary

subculturalists are a result of the different discourses available to them .

The Counterculturalists in Australia made use of a Western neo-Marxist

discourse . It is worth noting that they did not construct this discourse - it had been in
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existence for a number of years prjor to the Counterculture coming into being . In
Australia as elsewhere in the western world academics and intellectuals came together ,
particularly from the mid 1950s onwards , to consider the problem of how to create a
socialist society free from the deficiencies of the U.S.SR . By 1963 , several years before
the Australian student Counterculture began to emerge , a collection of Melbourne

intellectuals were publishing Arena and advancing the ‘Arena thesis > which , drawing on

contemporary European and American Western Marxist ideas , presented a revisionist
version of Marxism in which the intelligentsia was effectively substituted for the
proletariat . As Milner (1991:58 ) observes , once the antiwar movement got underway in

Australia in the mid to late 1960s -

students came to provide a peculiarly receptive and sympathetic social

milieu for a rapidly developing New Left , variously influenced by_Arena itself , by

libertarianism , Maoism , Trotskyism , by the US Monthly Review and by the various

western marxist thinkers successively translated into English by the British New Left

b4

Review 7.

The Counterculturalists of the 1960s and 1970s were the last in a long line
of PMC individuals who took on a radical consciousness and identity as a result of a

Marxist discourse . Before examining the discourse available to contemporary PMC
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members and its effects , it is worthwhile briefly examining the Marxist discourse which
has been crucial to the development of PMC radicalism until recent times . In the Marxist
discourse the social formation is an expression of the division of capital and labour . Those
who own the means of production possess power and use it to control those classes
beneath them in their own interests . By freeing oneself from the ideology which works in
the interests of the ruling class , individuals/classes can come to an accurate perception of
reality . Once an individual/class has done this it can begin working to bring about the
utopic society history has been progressing towards by attacking the ruling class and
creating a society in which the means of production are commonly owned and material
goods will be distributed equitably . In the teleological Marxist discourse there is a vision
of an alternative and utopic society and a clearly defined program of action offered on
how to bring it about . Given these features we would expect the Marxist discourse to
encourage individuals to engage in political action and of course it has a long history of

doing this . Sercombe (1993:8) has commented -

Marxism’s approach is sometimes savagely reductionistic . . . But .
Marxism is good at identifying targets for action . . . Marxism was developed for
activism , produces activists (sometimes) and activists like it . Even activists who are not
Marxist - such as feminists , liberation theologians , and ecologists - have found the
language , frameworks and constructs invaluable and adaptable to their contexts . This is

the advantage of a ‘totalising * theory .
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Marxist discourse has since the early 1980s been increasingly usurped and
replaced by a post-structuralist discourse within the Academy and elsewhere . This
discourse is a reaction to and antithesis of the Marxist discourse which preceded it . In
Foucault’s frameworks there is no central dynamic such as the economy which generates
and structures the social formation - the economy is merely one of many domains in which
power is exercised . Foucault (1980:142) is as uninterested in issues around class and

class struggle as Marxist are obsessed by them , and cautions -

one should not assume a massive and primal condition of domination , a
binary structure with “dominators ~ on one side and ‘“dominated” on the other , but

rather a multiform production of relations of domination .

In Foucault’s frameworks the power relation rather than the production
relation is the primary focus and like the Functionalists Foucault presents a relatively
benign picture of the operation of power in the social formation . For Foucault power is
not something possessed by the ruling class and used to serve their own interests and nor
i1s it subordinate to and in the service of the economy . Power is rather diffusely distributed
within a network and possessed by everybody . Relations are always reciprocal rather

than one sided . Power is productive creating new capabilities and aptitudes . It does not
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coerce and misrepresent but regulates and routinises . There is no distinction between
accurate and false perception of the real world , between truth and ideology -rather there
are only discourses which are themselves neither true nor false but which produce effects
of truth . Foucault and other post-structuralists are also anti-historicist - there is no notion
of progress or model of linear purposeful time in their work . The reductio ad absurdum of
this postmodern antihistoricism was reached with Fukuyama’s (1992) now famous
announcement of the end of history . Foucault argues that political activism if engaged in
at all should only involve local , specific struggles as global struggles merely replace one
domination with another . The role of the (PMC) intelligentsia in these struggles should be
a modest , non participatory , analytical one - “The project , tactics , and goals to be
adopted are a matter for those who do the fighting . What the intellectual can do is to
provide the instruments of analysis ” (Foucault 1980:62) . Foucault provides no grounds

for distinguishing the worth and importance of these different small scale struggles .

Whatever its other merits , it is difficult to conceive of a discourse less
likely to promote political activism and more likely to promote a relativistic nihilism or , at
best , impotent confusion . There is in stark contrast to the Marxist discourse no vision of
an alternative utopic society or program of action for bringing it about . There is in fact no
real world to transform as reality isn’t just reflected in but actually constructed by
discourse . A number of theorists have commented the enervating effects of post-

structuralist discourse . Sercombe (1993:9-10) has observed of post-structuralist theory -
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the kaleidoscope of vision , the plurality of voices , the voluptuousness of
the sociological landscape which such an approach develops is not good for organising
social movements . If , as Foucault says , power is everywhere , and every situation is
different , how are people to organise ? If power cannot be seized if there is no central
locus of power , where is the target for social action ? . . . Foucault paralyses action

because of his refusal to look at anything like the content of the power relation or the

meaning of power as a concept .

Sarup (1988:105) states -

There is no freedom in Foucault's world , nor does he have a theory of
emancipation . The more powerful the vision of some increasingly total system or logic ,
the more powerless the reader comes to feel . The critical capacity of Foucault's work is

paralysed because the reader is made to think that the project of social transformation is

vain, trivial , hopeless .

Milner (1991) who accuses Australia’s radical intelligentsia of existing in a state of

“state subsidised jouissance” (Milner 1991:116) has remarked -
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By comparison with. theoretical culturalisms . . . post-structuralism
appears both pedagogically and politically inconsequential . Its retreat into an indefinite
pluralism that is neither historical nor properly speaking critical (since criticism
presupposes some real object external to itself ) entails a kind of textual frivolity that is

. . intellectually self indulgent . . . Its textual erotics merely mimic the licensed

hedonisms of the officially established utilitarian culture of the (post) modern occident

Political events (or lack thereof) since the mid 1970s would seem to lend
credence to the thesis exposure to post-structuralist discourse inhibits radicalism . While
their counterparts in Eastern Europe , China , South Korea and Burma (societies where
Marxist discourse was still very much in evidence and which remained relatively
uncolonised by post-structuralist discourse ) , frequently became involved in large
numbers in projects of social transformation , PMC youth in societies in which post-
structuralism had become the dominant intellectual paradigm , remained quiescent . What
civil disobedience that did take place in these societies was typically carried out by groups
unexposed or uninterested in post-structuralist discourse such as uneducated members of
the underclass . In Australia student radicalism has been moribund since the late 1970s
(around the same time post-structuralism began to supplant Marxism in the Australian
Academy) with even such issues as massive overcrowding , the corporatisation of the

University system , the introduction of HECS and the Gulf War failing to generate any
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significant reaction amongst students (see Maslen and Slattery 1994:159-171) . It might
be argued that post-structuralism has significantly contributed to the political confusion
and apathy of Australian PMC youth since at least the early 1980s . As will be discussed in
Chapter Three , many subculturalists exhibit exactly the kind of despairing and politically
disengaged consciousness theorists such as Sarup and Sercombe argue is the logical result

of being incalculated with post structuralist discourse .

5. The role of the extra-parliamentary and parliamentary Left.

Historically political activism amongst Australian PMC youth has been
most popular during periods where the extra parliamentary or parliamentary left has been
strong and vibrant . During the 1890s and 1930s when socialist and communist political
groups were flourishing , significant numbers of PMC youth became interested and
involved in left politics . Similarly from the late 1960s to mid 1970s when the ALP under
leadership of Whitlam was in the political ascendant large numbers of PMC youth also
became affectively invested in left politics . While Counterculturalists elsewhere in the
western world , notably in the U.S A during the Johnston administration , found
themselves in conflict with and opposed to the parliamentary left the Australian
Counterculture was locked in a symbiotic relationship with the ALP with its parliamentary
leader having the status and role enjoyed only by student leaders in other nations

Gerster and Basset (1991:167) have noted -
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The story of Sixties radicalism in Australia . . . is inseparable from the
symbolic figure of Gough Whitlam and the Labor Party he lead to power in December
1972 . Along with opposition to Vietnam , support for Whitlam was the major political
factor during the period . . . To the politically-aware school students of the 1960s . . .

Whitlam was the man .

Whitlam , Gerster and Basset (1991:167) argue , brilliantly exploited -

.the spirit of unrest amongst youth , particularly amongst rebellious , but
ideologically chaotic , university students . . . The sniff of Establishment power was
enough to attract even the most intractable campus radicals . At Monash the final term of
1972 saw many staff and students working together to support the ALP campaign . . .

Despairing left-wing intellectuals embraced him with almost a religious fervour .

Part of the nexus between a vibrant left politics and PMC radicalism is
undoubtedly the previously discussed phenomenon of available discourses making certain
identities possible but this does not account for why PMC youth have remained quiescent
during periods when left discourses were available to them . It would seem reasonable to

assume that PMC youth like other groups are most inclined to become politically engaged
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when they believe significant political change is achievable while remaining fatalistic
during periods when political struggle seems pointless . During the depressed years of the
1890s and 1930s , when socialist and communist groups were thriving and during the
extraordinary boom years of the late 1960s and early 1970s , with the determinedly
reformist ALP in the political ascendant , it appeared that revolutionary change was
possible and PMC individuals young and otherwise became involved in significant

numbers in the political process .

Since the mid 1970s the Right has been in the ascendant in Australia as in
much of the Western world and PMC individuals have had little reason to believe left
wing political activism is likely to be effective in bringing about a socialist utopia . The
available vehicles for left wing political activism have declined dramatically . The extra
parliamentary left groups so in evidence in the 1890s , 1930s and from the late 1960s to
mid 1970s , have been in dramatic decline over the last two decades and the ALP , which
played such a crucial role in the Australian Counterculture , has abandoned the
(moderately) socialist agenda it once held and moved to the Right . In stark contrast to the
Whitlam government , the Hawke and Keating Governments embraced economic
rationalist policies inimical to the class interests of the non-corporate fraction of the PMC .
Reducing the size and role of the public sector , privatisation , the reintroduction of the

university fees Whitlam had abolished , the corporatisation , overcrowding and
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underfunding of the university system all disadvantaged members of the non-corporate

fraction of the PMC .

The cautious pragmatism of the post-Whitlam ALP may have translated
into long term electoral success but it was not designed to or capable of attracting the type
of intense affective investment from PMC youth that occurred during the Whitlam era .
The Australian Democrats and various Green Groups have , to some extent , filled the
vacuum created by the ALP’s move to the right and have the type of social
democratic/socialist agenda attractive to youth from the non-corporate fraction of the
PMC . However these groups have achieved only minority representation in state and
federal parliaments and none of these groups are in any position to implement their agenda
of radically transforming Australian society . Nor does it seem likely , at present , that they
ever will be . With few vehicles for progressive political activism and the relative
impotence of those that do exist it appears a large section of non-corporate PMC have
simply resigned themselves to the status quo believing an overtly political response to the

problems they confront and concerns they hold would be ineffective and pointless .

6.1dentity Politics , the new social movements and PMC youth
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Progressive politics has , since the rise of the New Left in Australia as
elsewhere in the western world , moved away from a focus on class and exploitation ( of
the working class by the ruling class ) to a focus on the oppression of various groups by
dominant structures and ideologies . Burgmann and Milner (1996:120) argue a situation
has come to exist where radical intellectuals “ could easily outbid their conservative
counterparts in their determination to distance themselves from any form of class analysis
and association with the labour movement ” . The new social movements are the
antithesis of the old (Labourist , Socialist and Communist) social movements with the
most significant difference being that while the old social movements were solely
interested in distributional issues and improving the plight of the economically
disadvantaged , the new social movements are proudly ‘post-materialist’ interested in
quality of life issues . One would expect that the post materialist new social movements
would appeal to those with a progressive political consciousness fortunate enough not to
be overly concerned with basic issues of securing and maintaining employment and a
sufficient income . Unsurprisingly the new social movements overwhelmingly attract their
membership and support from the non-corporate fraction of the PMC . Burgmann

(1993:5-6) has observed -

It does not appear to be the ‘new middle class’ in the human service
professions in private industry that form the support base for new social movements . . .

the crucial categories are those employed in the public sector , as teachers and
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academics , social workers , and public servants generally ; or else those deployed as
students , awaiting entry to these professions . The question then arises : does the nature
of their occupation , which is comparatively free of commercial imperatives and is either
human-focused or intellectual , incline them to new social movement activity ; or are the
people sympathetic to new social movements inclined to prefer this kind of occupation ?

Most likely , both forces are at work .

While the new social movements have since the demise of the
Counterculture provided a focus for the affective investments of a section of the non-
corporate fraction of the PMC there has remained a large pool of disaffected non-
corporate PMC individuals who feel alienated from mainstream society but uninspired by
and uninterested in the new social movements . The reason for the new social movements
unattractiveness to a large segment of its natural constituency may be a result of its
somewhat dated post-materialist concerns . The new social movements emerged in
favourable economic circumstances in which PMC individuals were relatively assured of
attractive secure employment in the core labour market - as Burgmann (1993:2-3) has

observed the post materialist culture shift was -

attributable to the economic prosperity , physical security and political

stability of advanced Western societies during the postwar boom , allowing young people
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in particular the luxury of ignoring material considerations and producing new forms of

consciousness .

As discussed in Chapter One , PMC youth over recent decades have been
increasingly confronted with “material considerations” in the form of underemployment ,
unemployment , low wages and job insecurity . That large section of non-corporate PMC
without secure , personally satisfying , reasonably well paid employment in the public
sector facing real concerns over issues of employment and income is unlikely to feel the
postmaterialist new social movements address or even recognise their most pressing
concerns . Impressionistic evidence would seem to point to something of generation gap
between the last wave of PMC baby boomers who established the new social movements ,
who came of age in the 1970s and were able to relatively easily secure employment in
academe , or elsewhere in the public service , and the post baby boom generation who ,
facing far less favourable economic conditions , find the postmaterialist agenda of the
movements , founded by their elders largely irrelevant to their circumstances and
concerns . Another possible reason for the disinterest in contemporary progressive politics
by non-corporate PMC youth is its narrow focus and a belief they are not part of its

constituency.

Frankel (1984:128) has observed -
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the old preoccupation or monopoly of class issues has been supplanted
within particular segments of social movements who place questions of gender , race ,
animal rights , sexuality , etc above all other issues . Or rather , all social relations are
single-mindedly filtered through the prism of one category - gender , race , species ,

sexuality or whatever .

In stark contrast to the relative unity of the 1960s and 1970s radical activity has become
highly fragmented with a wide variety of groups working generally independently of one
another for modest improvements in the situation those they claim to represent . There
seems no apparent possibility of these separate groups coming together in united action to
attempt to generate the kind of significant structural change that might improve the
economic situation of the non-corporate fraction of the PMC as a whole (as opposed to
just certain groups within it) . Such a weak and divided left can hardly be expected to
attract the affective investment of a large cross section of disaffected non corporate PMC

youth the way the Counterculture managed to do from the mid 1960s to mid 1970s .

That majority of non-corporate PMC individuals who do not identify as
homosexual , members of ethnic or religious minorities or feminists are also likely to feel

to feel their concerns are regarded as irrelevant or illegitimate by a left obsessed with of
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identity politics . The situation of the PMC male is particularly unenviable - at a time
when he finds himself increasingly economically insecure he is constructed as a
quasi -villainous all powerful oppressor ( and hence acceptable hate object) in much
progressive political discourse . As Grossberg (1992) has observed the white ,
heterosexual middle class male has been forced into service as the singular dominant other
against which every oppressed group can measure its subordination . It seems unlikely
that average (non-homosexual , non-ethnic) PMC males are going to be attracted to
progressive movefnents which take no interest in their concerns and indeed frequently

construct them as the enemy .

The PMC woman ( even when heterosexual , Anglo-Celtic and
economically privileged ) receives far less censorious treatment from the left than her male
counterpart . Feminism has undoubtedly been the most successful of all the new social
movements and has significant support among young PMC females . Nonetheless a large
proportion of young PMC women do not identify as feminists and do not feel Feminism is
particularly relevant to their lives or addresses their primary concerns . It would appear
the new social movements in particular and progressive politics in general have since the
demise of the Counterculture actively alienated or at best simply failed to address the
concerns of a large section of the non-corporate PMC which make up its natural

constituency.
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7.The end of ideology and the return of futilitarianism.

The present conservative political climate , and the reaction to it of youth
from the non-corporate fraction of the PMC , parallels the situation that existed from the
late 1940s to early 1960s . Long before Fukuyama’s 1992 truimphalist announcement
theorists such as Shils (1955) , Lipset (1959) and Bell (1960) had , throughout the later
half of the 1950s , proclaimed the ‘end of ideology’ by which they meant there was
general consensus , across the political spectrum , about the social democratic
compromise that had emerged in post-war western societies . At this time , many leftists
found themselves in a quandary - while still critical of capitalism , confronted with the
totalitarian police state of the U.S.S.R they believed they could no longer work towards a
socialist utopia for fear that the Soviet experience would repeat itself . Confronted with
the U.S.S.R many leftists embraced Pareto’s and Michels pessimistic ideas on the
‘circulation of elites ‘ and the ‘iron law of oligarchy - i.e that fundamental change to an
egalitarian society is impossible and that there will always be an elite and a powerless mass

in any society .

Dissatisfied with their existing societies yet unable to believe any more in

the possibility of creating a better one , youth from the non-corporate fraction on the PMC
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throughout the Western world in the postwar era tended to opt for a type of downbeat
largely apolitical bohemianism and affective investment in a philosophy of despair .
Throughout Europe , the U.S.A and Britain this meant embracing existentialism with its
focus on the individual isolated in an absurd universe . Existentialism never took hold
Australia’s PMC intelligentsia but a relatively similar philosophical position variously
described as ‘futilitarianism’ , ‘anarchistic futilitarianism’ , and ‘pessimistic anarchism’ did

(see Coombs 1996) .

Coombs (1996) in her examination of the Push returns again and again to
the paradoxical and hopeless position those PMC individuals making up the Push
themselves found themselves in being natural supporters of the left but unable to believe in
its vision of a socialist utopia . Coombs (1996:viii) notes the Push rejected the

conservative values of the Menzies era -

But they didn’t express their distaste for Menzies by supporting the Labor
Party or joining the Communists . Rather , they stepped outside the conventional
parameters of both social and political life . . . They were not out to change the world ,
but to interpret it . The Sydney Libertarians . . . were politically radical without being
either committed socialists or communists . Intellectually they were anarchists , but they

didn’t do much in the way of anarchist activity .
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Elsewhere Coombs (1996:x) describes the Push as “a non-activist social

movement ~” and Coombs (1996:53-54) also notes -

the Libertarians rejected what they saw as the ‘utopian ‘ socialism of
Marx . This reluctance to believe in a socialist revolution permanently affected the
political complexion of the Push and set it apart from other radical movements in
Australia . Essentially the Push was a leftist movement that did not believe in the goals of

the Left .

The futility the futilitarians lived with was a refusal to accept the present
society combined with the refusal to believe in the possibility of a better one . They
believed protest and struggle were good but were unconvinced that they would achieve
much . The only appropriate course of action was a type of despairing ‘permanent
protest’ against the status quo . One member of the Push summed up this futilitarian

position thus -

Contrary to the utopian , the libertarian looks not to some future society
in which authoritarianism will have been got rid of and freedom supposedly brought into

existence for the first time . Instead , he takes it to be a matter of keeping alive what
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already exists , of keeping up protest , keeping to struggling to emancipate himself from
myths and illusions , and of keeping going his own positive activities ” (in Coombs

1996:56 )* .

The conservative political climate that existed between the end of World
War Two and the mid 1960s seems to have reappeared . As the actions of the federal ALP
between 1983-1996 demonstrate once again broad consensus has emerged across the
mainstream political spectrum this time around the belief that the role of the State must be
wound back and the free market be allowed to operate with a minimum of regulation .
After the dissipation of the Counterculture , extraordinary success of the New Right in
implementing its agenda throughout the first world during the 1980s and 1990s and
finally the collapse of the Soviet Union many contemporary progressives would appear to
be as pessimistic about the possibility of challenging the status quo and creating a humane
socialist society as their 1950s futilitarian predecessors . Once again a Gallic philosophy
verging on the nihilistic , seemingly perfectly designed to promote a sense of despondent
ineffectuality , has become widely subscribed to amongst the PMC intelligentsia of the
western world . Foucault argues ,as Pareto and Michels did three decades previous , that
supposedly revolutionary change will only replace one domination with another . Marxism
1s once again judged a dangerous historicist ideology guaranteed to lead to tyranny . The
New Left belief that it is possible to create an utopic libertarian socialist society free from

the flaws of Communism as it developed in the U.S.S.R and elsewhere has been
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abandoned . Foucault teaches that only piecemeal change arising out of small scale local

struggles should be aspired to .

Contemporary disaffected members of the PMC dissatisfied with the status
quo but pessimistic about the prospect of reform or revolution have reacted similarly to
their 1950s counterparts stepping outside “the conventional parameters of social and
political life ” (Coombs 1996:viii) , opting for bohemianism and as their working class
counterparts haye historically done becoming involved in subcultures rather than political

activism .
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CHAPTER THREE

Contemporary Australian PMC Youth Subculture

1. The Indie Subculture .

(i) Genealogy -From the mid 1960s onwards , rock’n’roll music , supplanted jazz and
folk as the preferred music of youth from the non-corporate fraction of the PMC . During
the latter half of the 1960s ‘underground ’ artists began producing a more challenging ,
self consciously artistic and avant-garde form of rock aimed at attracting a PMC audience
with the cultural capital to appreciate it . The underground psychedelic rock scene in
Australia (revolving around bands such as Daddy Cool , Tamam Shud , Khavas Jute |
Russell Morris and the Captain Matchbox’s Whoopee Band ) came into being in the late
1960s/early 1970s . The poorly attended , fourth and final Sunbury festival in 1975 might
be seen as marking its conclusion . There was no cataclysmic watershed marking the
transition from one era to another in Australia but from 1976 onwards bands such as The
Saints , Radio Birdman and The Birthday Party began producing music aimed at and
consumed by the same audience as , but significantly different to , (aesthetically and
philosophically ) , psychedelic rock . Since the late 1970s indie music' has been the
favoured genre of music amongst those PMC youth who regard themselves as a cultural
elite uninterested in and uncatered for by formulised popular culture aimed at a mass

audience .
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(ii) Size and Make up - If all consumers of indie music were to be classified as members
of a subculture , ( a misguided assertion as will be latter discussed ) , then that subculture
would undoubtedly be the largest and most economically and culturally powerful
subculture in the country with only the Rave subculture coming anywhere close to
equalling its influence . Hundreds of thousands of individuals regularly consume indie
music in its recorded and live forms . There is a sufficiently large audience for the music to
support a large number of record companies , shops , music newspapers , magazines ,
zines , pubs and clubs , regular large festivals , a national radio network (JJJ) and plethora
of community and university radio stations . No serious research has been done on the
demographic characteristics of indie music consumers but impressionistic evidence
overwhelmingly suggests that both performers and consumers of indie music are from
PMC backgrounds and tend to be Anglo-Celtic . The music appears to appeal to males
and females equally . Though the age range of indie music consumers stretches from the
early teens to early 30s the majority of Indie fans , especially those who attend live

performances of the music , would appear to be in the 16-25 age group .

(iii) Activities and affective investments of members - Consumers of indie music can be

divided into two broad groupings . One group evidences low to moderate affective
investment - they may participate in major events such as festivals and attend
performances given by , and purchase the recordings of , certain artists but they do not
regard their participation in the ‘alternative scene’ as the , or one of the , most important

factors in the way they define themselves and are defined by others . The majority of
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consumers of indie music would fall into this category and it would be difficult to argue
these people are part of a discrete social group . Another group of indie music consumers
exhibits a far more intense affective investment and it would seem reasonable to argue that
the members of this group constitute a subculture . These are individuals who exhibit a
distinctive style , self-label themselves as ‘Alternative’ and for whom participation in the

alternative scene is a dominant source of identity , meaning and pleasure .

Even for the group exhibiting a high level of affective investment |,
involvement in the subculture is mainly a leisure time affair . Indie subculturalists , unlike
their Counterculture predecessors , do not ‘drop out > . Most members of the subculture
would , like their conventional peers , either be involved in higher education or
employment or some combination of the two . While members of the subculture typically
distance themselves from a conservative clean cut look few , unlike for example Ferals ,
make their appearance so confronting as to endanger their chances of keeping or acquiring
employment . With the exception of the consumption of illicit drugs Indie subculturalists
do not appear to commonly engage in any deviant or illegal activities . While Indie
subculturalists may congregate together in share housing , these living arrangements tend
not to be communes/collectives of the type experimented with by Counterculturalists . The
main common activity of the subcultures members is listening to indie music in its live or
recorded form . Consumption of alcohol and/or drugs while consuming the music in its

live form is common .
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(iv)Consciousness of members - When Rock began to attract a PMC audience , (PMC)
journalists , music critics and academics began the task of constructing rock as intelligent ,
challenging , liberating , instructive “art” rather than banal , formulised , escapist ‘mass
culture > . These various arbiters and opinion leaders did not reject the split between
(admirable) high culture and (contemptible) mass culture they merely sought to shift the
boundaries of high culture till they included those genres of popular music ( e.g folk

rock , psychedelic rock , art rock ) which attracted a primarily educated PMC audience .
Bourdieu (1984:18) has observed “nothing more clearly affirms one’s ‘class’ , nothing
more infallibly classifies , than tastes in music ” . The PMC , especially its non-corporate
fraction prides itself on being a cultural elite having the cultural capital to appreciate
challenging and complex cultural forms . From the mid 1960s until the present there has a
constant concern amongst youthful PMC music audiences to demarcate their “artistic”
popular music from the other genres of popular music attracting a mass (i.e uneducated ,
philistine working class ) audience . From the mid 1970s indie music has been , (as the
progressive rock of the late 1960s and early 1970s had previously been) , constructed by
its audience as pop music’s Other - ‘Art’ for a PMC audience capable of appreciating its

originality , inventiveness , intellectuality , subtleties , ironies , allusions and complexities .

Indie is the diminutive form of independent as in independent record
company . Indie music in its recorded form typically , (though not always) , emanates from
those record companies labelled as independents rather than majors . In the view of Indie

subculturalists as well as a large number of writers (see Gillett 1971 , Peterson and Berger
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1975 , Chapple and Garofalo 1977 ) the independents are the antithesis of the majors in
the same way indie music is the antithesis of pop music . The independents in this
argument are adventurous entrepreneurs prepared to record and disseminate innovative
and interesting music while the majors are lumbering behemoths who obsessed with risk
minimisation and profit maximisation will churn out bland , formulaic pop until such time

as the independents capture enough of the market to jolt them into action .

Rowe (1995:24 ) has written -

The term independent (often shortened to ‘indie’' ) is most commonly
deployed as both a noun and adjective in representing the relationship of an organisation
(such a group or a record company ) to its discursive opposite , which is usually referred
fo as a ‘major’ , itself a synonym for a corporation . The quality of independence is
often celebrated because of a posited distance between itself and the undesirable values
associated with the production of music in its most rationalized form - what is called here
corporate cultural capitalism . The music industry . . . has . . . undergone a pronounced
and increasingly globalized concentration of ownership and control . . . and a
commensurate increase in the size and complexity of its constituent organizations . This
development has produced a negative response among those cultural producers and
consumers who see the corporation as representing the triumph of profiteering ,
instrumentalism , control and manipulation over music making , romanticism , artistic

freedom and unmanaged pleasure . In contrasting independents and majors , the
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former’s apologists (such as Gillett 1971) do not necessarily see the ‘indies’ as entirely
insulated from capitalist practice , but rather suggest the possibility that , by operating
on a different scale , according to different motives and under different social relations
of production , independent aesthetics and politics will be more ‘authentic’ and

progressive than is possible under a corporate regime .

The simplistic and romantic anti-corporatist view described by Rowe
appears to enjoy wide currency amongst Indie subculturalists and Indie artists
Nonetheless it is not essential for an Indie artist to be on a independent rather than major
label in Australia in order to be seen as legitimate . The division between majors and
independents is , as most musicians if not their fans would presumably be aware , largely
illusory in the context of the Australian market in any case with the majors at any one
point in time typically supporting in some capacity or outright owning all or most

putatively ¢ independent ’ record companies ( see Breen 1992 , Walker 1996 ) .

An artist’s authenticity in the eyes of Indie subculturalists is not
determined by the size or nature of their record company but by the nature of their music
and the audience at which it is aimed . A relatively wide variety of musical styles at any
one time may be regarded as indie . In Australia indie music is essentially defined in
opposition to both pop music and so called pub or Oz rock . Both genres are assumed by
Indie subculturalists to be unartistic muzak aimed at a philistine audience - a primarily

teenage female one in the case of pop music and a uneducated male working class one in



121

the case of pub rock . “Artistic’ indie music in contrast is seen to be aimed at a culturally

elite PMC audience . As Indie musician Tex Perkins (in Walker 1996:207) puts it -

we 're not the ninety-eight percenters . We're catering to the last two
percent that don’t want 1o listen to . . . George Michael . Sure , it's a small group , but it

needs to be catered to .

Artists can still be considered authentically Indie whilst attracting audiences
other than a PMC one but only as long as they are not perceived to have cynically
sacrificed their artistic integrity in order to attract a wider audience . ‘Selling out ’ for
Indie subculturalists essentially consists of an artist moving from producing intelligent
music for a discerning elite and hence small PMC audience to producing blander music in
the hope of attracting a mass audience and financial success . The type of music produced
by Indie artists and the intention behind it is subject to constant scrutiny both in the music
press servicing the subculture (on the readers letters page particularly , as well as articles
by journalists ) and in discussions amongst Indie subculturalists . It is difficult for Indie
artists to attract the wide audience necessary to make a full time musical career viable in
the small Australian market without alienating their PMC audience ( see Battersby and
Valtwies (1992) for a description of one Australian band’s doomed attempt to attract a
pop music audience without losing its Indie constituency) . The simple elitist equation
subscribed to by many in the Indie subculture is that an artist’s worth is in inverse

proportion to their popular appeal . Indie music journalist David Brearly has observed
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“inner city audiences ”, (i.e Indie subculturalists ) , “like to own bands ” (in Battersby and
Valtwies 1992:29 ) . The (unconsciously) Adornoist conception of the dichotomy
between artistic integrity and popular success seems to be shared by Indie musicians as
well as their audiences . The following comment from Kim Salmon (upon leaving for

England) is typical of views frequently expressed by Indie musicians -

If we stayed here and tried to increase our audience , we'd have to
repackage ourselves - there's just no way around that . That would be okay for some
groups but not for us . We certainly wouldn’t mind mainstream success , we 're not trying
to avoid it , but we’'d never present ourselves in a way that wasn't totally honest just for

the sake of success (in Walker 1996:148).

Like the Counterculture before it the Indie subculture is inextricably
intertwined with a wider student culture . A large proportion of Indie subculturalists are
tertiary students or ex tertiary students (drop outs and graduates ) . As distinct from the
Counterculture , many of the musicians patronised by the Indie subculture share their fans
PMC background and educational qualifications . Many Indie bands are formed at
university , university unions frequently hold band competitions to encourage such new
talent and universities provide an established circuit for Indie bands , beginning or well
established , to play . Reviews of indie music performances and recordings and interviews
with Indie artists feature prominently in the student press . Like its predecessor , the

Counterculture , the Indie subculture recruits its members largely from the non-corporate
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fraction of the PMC . Indie subculturalists inhabit the same structural location as those
involved in the new social movements . However despite occupying the same position
which predisposed many of their Countercultural predecessors , as well as some of their
contemporaries to radicalism , Indie subculturalists don’t engage in activism or express

notably progressive political viewpoints .

Despite the absence of the explicit radical political agenda common to
members of the New Left , Feminists , Environmentalists , Queer activists etc , Indie
subculturalists believe that like these groups they are somehow at odds with a
‘mainstream’ culture - a view encapsulated in their self-labelling as ‘alternative ’
However attempting to identify anything clearly oppositional in the Indie subculture is

problematic . Reynolds (1986:253,254) labels the English Indie subculture as a < white

middle class bohemianism” and describes its members as existing -

in the interstices of possibility , those gaps in the social fabric where it’s
possible to convince yourself for awhile that you've not grown up , not given in . . . not
Just unworldly but prior to blame , not yet responsible for in or for the system . Sixth-
formers , students , art-schools , the new ‘dole cultures’ , alternative career
structures . . . wherever it’s possible to subsist outside the pressures of adjustment and
adaptation , the pressure to make your mind up . For many this exile/asylum will be only

temporary .
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Reynolds’ description of the English Indie subculture applies relatively well
to its Australian counterpart and Australian Indie subculturalists do appear to feel
themselves in “exile/asylum” from “the system” . Nonetheless Reynolds’ comments beg
the question of what , apart from perhaps a temporary reluctance to embrace adult
responsibilities , differentiates ‘alternative’ Indie subculturalists from their conventional
peers 7 The style of the subculture provides an obvious starting point in considering this
issue . Indie style draws heavily on traditional working class style . Cheap flannelette
shirts , t-shirts , jeans and workman like footwear are all items worn by both working class
youth and Indie subculturalists . The conclusion an analyst would be tempted to draw is
that this downwardly mobile standard of dress indicates that , like certain of their
predecessors in the Push and the New Left , Indie subculturalists possess a romantic

conception of and imagined affinity with the working class and their lifestyle .

On the contrary the romanticisation of and identification with the working
class ( “the people” ) which has been fairly common in various PMC subcultures over the
last 200 years (see above) is absent from the Indie subculture . The Indie style seems more
designed to differentiate its wearers from the expensively and conservatively attired
members of the corporate fraction of their own class rather than to claim membership of
the working class . Indie subculturalists see themselves as existing in similarly straitened
circumstances to the proletariat , a perception expressed by the inclusion of cheap and
quotidian , or at least seemingly cheap and quotidian , items into Indie style . However the

belief of Indie subculturalists that they share a similar material position with the working
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class does not translate into a more general positive identification with it . Indeed a
contemptuous attitude towards the working class is if anything more vehement within the

Indie subculture than in its parent class .

Riley (1992:120-121 ) drawing on a comment by Nick Cave that The
Birthday Party played to the thinkers rather than drinkers (i.e to Indie subculturalists

rather than working class pub rock audiences ) comments -

The schism between the ‘thinkers’ and the ‘drinkers’ reached a peak in
the late ‘70s . The drinkers were that primevally driven mass of philistinic , reactionary
suburbanites , the Oz Rockers . Traditionally , suburbia and its ambassadors have been
the natural enemy of the avant garde . . . Australia seemed to be , for all those who were

displaced from it , a kingdom of the yobbo .

The schism has remained wide since the late 1970s . Turner (1992:22) has written -

There was a point in the mid-1980s when there was a particularly sharp
division between those alternative rock music fans who lived in the inner city suburbs in
Sydney . . . and those who lived in the West . . . The westies cared little about their
counterparts in the city ; in contrast however they were a frequent topic of conversation
in the inner city pubs . To the cool cosmopolitans , the full on , unsophisticated

roistering raging of the westies was an affront , an unpalatable reminder of what the
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tacky basics of rock music and popular culture were really about : it was impossible to
attend a gig at an outer suburban pub and think you were taking part in some groovy

cool , scene .

Walker (1996) in his history of Australian independent music makes
constant reference to the delineation of indie music and its inner city bohemian audience
from pub rock and its working class audience from the outer suburbs . In a representative

passage Walker (1996:77) notes -

‘inner city ', independent bands were accused of elitism . . . The Agents
that had the suburban circuit stitched up didn’t want to touch any of this weird shit . And
if the bands ever did manage to play outside the city , they were greeted with apathy if
not outright hostility . There was diversity in both camps . But if the bands that
succeeded on the suburban circuit had one thing in common it was a bottom-line meat-
and-potatoes obviousness - the pub rock ethic - in contrast - the inner-city sound was

accused of pretension .

Indie subculturalists have the classically PMC conception of the proletarian
as a stupid , philistinic , vulgar , provincial , racist , sexist , homophobic and (especially
while drinking ) menacing figure . The proletariat is viewed by Indie subculturalists ,
depending on the circumstances , as amusing , contemptible or threatening but not as a

role model or ally . Unlike members of many previous movements made up of
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disaffected middle to upper class youth Indie subculturalists neither identify with , nor see
salvation in the working class . This does not however mean they identify as middle class .
That latest incarnation of the possessively individual , materialist , hard working ,
ambitious , conformist archetypally bourgeois figure - the so called ‘yuppie’ generates as
much animus if not more amongst Indie subculturalists as does the ‘westie’ > . The
animosity and contempt directed towards those pursuing well renumerated careers appears
to be more vehement than the mildly derisive and pitying attitude shown towards the
‘organisation man’ by previous groups of PMC bohemians such as the Push and
Counterculturalists . For instance it is difficult to imagine either of these groups
embracing a song entitled “Die Organisation Man Die ” in the manner contemporary

Indie subculturalists have embraced the Painters and Dockers song Die Yuppie Die . The

anti-bourgeois’ animus of Indie subculturalists , equal to or in excess of that exhibited by
working class subculturalists , displayed towards a different fraction of their own class

needs to be accounted for if a full understanding of the subculture is to be reached .

Indie musician Dave Graney has remarked “The Australian music
scene . . . wasn’t prepared for any concept of an inner-city audience being a leader of taste
or whatever . They were just overeducated losers” ( in Walker 1996:144) . The perception
of Indie subculturalists as overeducated losers is widespread . Indie subculturalists more
than any other group or subculture made up of young people have been presented in the
media as proving the existence of an overeducated , underemployed lost generation - the

so called ‘Generation X ** . Impressionistic evidence suggests that Indie subculturalists
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are primarily from the non-corporate fraction of the PMC working outside the core labour
market . Members , or those aspiring to become members , of the corporate fraction of the
PMC are not commonly found amongst Indie subculturalists . Those in possession of high
status , well renumerated employment appear to find the subculture unappealing .
Members of the subculture are generally outside the core labour market being students
surviving on Austudy and/or poorly paid part time employment , or graduates and drop
outs working low status , low pay jobs in the private sector or more frequently public
service , or musicians and aspiring musicians surviving on the dole , part-time work or
‘day jobs ’, artists and aspiring artists doing likewise , or the completely unemployed . It
does not seem unreasonable to suggest that , to use Bourdieu’s terminology , Indie
subculturalists possessing significant cultural capital but very little economic capital feel
resentful towards the members of the fraction of their class in high status , well

renumerated employment .

The relationship between Indie subculturalists existing outside the core
labour market , (in the “interstices of possibility” as Reynolds (1986:253) poetically puts
it ) , and the corporate fraction of the PMC mirrors that classically described in sociology
of education studies between academic achievers and failures . The conventional PMC
individual in possession of valuable credentials and able to achieve the material success
which is a dominant cultural goal in Australian society especially amongst its PMC is
subject to much the same derision , resentment , anger and perhaps secret envy from Indie

subculturalists as is the gifted student able to achieve academic success from his non-
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achieving student peers . The non-achieving student expresses disinterest at the dominant
educational goal of academic achievement and contempt for his peers who hold it and
chooses to measure success by criteria other than intellectual competence . The Indie
subculturalist expresses disinterest in the dominant cultural and in particular class goal of a
well renumerated , high status employment and contempt for those who hold such a goal
and chooses to measure success by criteria other than occupation and income . This is not
to argue there isn’t a proportion of individuals who combine participation in the Indie
subculture with attractive careers in the core labour market (or the prospect of such a
career upon graduation ) just as there are students who manage to combine some
participation in anti-school subcultures in which non-intellectual competencies are valued
with a reasonable academic performance . Nonetheless just as anti-school subcultures are
most attractive to and recruit most of their membership from academic low achievers , so
the Indie subculture primarily recruits it’s membership from that section of the PMC in the
weakest position in the labour market and as in anti-school subcultures it is those with the
least ability to achieve the approved dominant goal who exhibit the most intense affective

investment in the subculture .

This conception of subcultural involvement as a source of consolation and
compensation rather than a vehicle for dissent is of course much closer to the liberal
American than Gramscian-Marxist conception of subculture . Downes (1966:7) argument
that subcultures emerge from the interaction of “‘a number of actors with similar problems

of adjustment for whom , no effective solution yet exists for a common shared problem ”’
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seems more appropriate in explaining the apolitical Indie subculture than CCCS theories
which conceptualised middle class subcultures as explicit political challenges to the
dominant culture. The changing structure of the economy over the last two decades has
meant that a significant proportion of youth from the non-corporate fraction of the
Australian PMC , like the American working class youth studied by liberal American
theorists in the 1950s and 1960s , now need some type of collective solution to resolve
the tensions arising from an inability to attain a middle class lifestyle . Indie subculturalists
evidence the type of reaction formation described by Cohen (1955) , inverting the middle
class value system so as not to feel inadequate about an inability to achieve career and
material success . The Indie subculture is exactly that , a subculture rather than a
counterculture . Indie subculturalists’ values , attitudes , behaviour and lifestyle pose no
serious threat to their host society . Indie subculturalists are not ambitious careerists but
neither are they revolutionaries . The proletarianization of the non-corporate fraction of
the PMC has not , at least as yet , lead to its radicalisation . Rather proletarianized PMC
youth have typically responded to blocked opportunity structures in much the same
manner uneducated working class youth typically have - through involvement in seemingly

rebellious but ultimately apolitical and diversionary subcultures .

The political activism of Midnight Oil , especially it’s lead singer , has
attracted considerable journalistic* and academic attention (see Ariel and Attwood 1987 ,
Wark 1988 , Steggels 1992) . Two points need to be made about the Midnight Oil

phenomena . Firstly , the band emerged amongst a surfer subculture on Sydney’s
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Northern Beaches and captured a mass ‘pub rock’ working class audience early on in their
career . This being the case , it is difficult to classify the band as part of and
representative of the Indie genre . Walker (1996) confidently categorises Midnight Oil as
Oz rock rather than indie in his book - length analysis of indie music , and it appears most
Indie subculturalists agree with this classification . Secondly , it must be noted that
progressive academics in search of fellow travellers in the popular culture industry (and
journalists in search of an interesting story ) tend to focus on those exceptional artists
who transcend the role of entertainers to become political activists while paying little or no
attention to all the other artists who fail to exhibit the ‘correct * political attitudes . This
tends to give the impression that Australian musicians , Indie and otherwise , are more
highly politicised than is the case . The activism is of Midnight Qil is not in question but it
must be noted that such political engagement is extraordinary rather normative . Garrett’s
contemporaries - indie artists such as Nick Cave , Dave Graney , Tex Perkins , Ed
Kuepper , Kim Salmon , Robert Forster , Grant McLennan , Ron Peno , Ollie Olsen and
Steve Kilbey - have never demonstrated any ambitions to become involved in the political
process . While some Indie artists may , like Garrett , hold pacifist and/or environmentalist
and/or socialist beliefs and may express these views in interviews , or more rarely in their
lyrics and participate in benefit concerts , donate royalties to worthy causes etc it should
be noted that most Indie artists demonstrate a bohemian disinterest in the public world
and politics . Nick Cave’s comment on the philosophy of The Birthday Party is typical -

“we have never had , and will never have any desire to make any politically angered



132

statements about anything . They’re all totally selfish , personal statements ” ( in StJohn

(ed) 1985:70) .

Riley (1992:115) has observed of late 1970s Australian indie music -

Political activism or ‘linkage’ with social issues like Britain’s Rock
against Racism never gained currency in Australia . The impulse to campaign for social
change was displaced elsewhere , back to already existing forms of Australian working-

class rock .

Australian indie music has remained essentially apolitical since it emerged . The only form
of political engagement discernible for most Indie artists is occasional performances at
benefit gigs in support of progressive causes . There has not been a significant linkage of
Australian indie music to political and social issues as occurred in the late 1970s and mid

1980s Britain with Rock against Racism and Red Wedge® .

Unlike folk music , another genre of music that periodically manages to
attract a sizeable PMC audience (see Frith 1983) , indie music is concerned with the
private rather public sphere , in personal rather than class struggle . Unlike pop which
revolves around fantasies of success - be it sexual , romantic , social , occupational or
financial indie music typically revolves around portraits of failure and frustration .

Reynolds (1986:253-254) has observed -



133

Indiepop is like a parallel system , unacknowledged by ‘Pop’, but bound
in reaction : it deals with all the matter written out of pop’s script - squalor ,

antagonism , frustration , difficulty , doubt .

In Australian indie music , as in its overseas counterparts , it is the self rather than society
that is critiqued and it is subjects such as self doubt , self contempt , frustration and
despair rather than social injustice and visions of a better society which are explored . As
the Blues and Country and Western have done for their underclass/working class
audiences , indie music gives expression to feelings of personal failure and inadequacy
engendered by being trapped in low status , low pay employment . As with consumers of
Blues and Country and Western music , Indie subculturalists typically exhibit resignation

rather than radicalism .

Mann (1973) divided class consciousness into four categories : firstly class
identity - 1.e - the definition of oneself as sharing a particular class location ; secondly class
opposition -i.e - the perception of the class structure as centred on the permanent
opposition of capital and labour ; thirdly class totality - the acceptance that the two
previous elements define one’s own social situation and the whole of the society in which
one lives ; and finally the vision of an alternative social order towards which one moves
through class struggle . Using this model we can find little evidence of class consciousness

amongst Indie subculturalists . Indie subculturalists have a very vague class identity
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defining themselves only in opposition to other classes . As previously discussed they see
themselves as exiled from a conformist’, careerist , materialist middle class but distinct
from the working class . Apart from this Indie subculturalists do not appear to think in
class terms or see themselves as belonging to any particular location within the class
system . Rather Australian Indie subculturalists seem to possess a quasi-Nietzschean
worldview seeing themselves as a small number of exceptional individuals forced to band
together for mutual protection against a mass of vapid suburbanites . Riley (1993:120-
121) comments on the avant garde and its natural enemy “that primevally driven mass of
philistinic , reactionary suburbanites ” are a good example of the intellectually elitist rather

than class conscious worldview of Indie subculturalists .

An indeterminate sense of class identity is characteristic of PMC
subculturalists /counterculturalists whose non-normative lifestyles distinguish them from
the majority of their parent class ; while their educational qualifications , cultural capital
and backgrounds differentiate them from the working class . The lack of a firm class
identity does not preclude individuals reaching the higher stages of class consciousness .
Members of the libertarian-socialist New Left had similarly vague class identities yet were
very aware of the role capital played in shaping societies and individual’s destinies . Indie
subculturalists lack the sophisticated grasp of political economy possessed by their
Countercultural predecessors . Anti-corporate capitalist sentiment amongst Indie
subculturalists seems largely confined to the operations of large music corporations - in

particular  their supposed failure to support Indie artists and their
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encouragement/exploitation of the philistine tastes of the masses . A wider criticism of
Capitalism and an awareness of its pernicious effects (other than the encouragement of
talentless pop musicians ) is not typically present in Indie subculturalists . Rowe

(1995:61) has observed that with those involved in the Indie subculture -

critiques of the music industry are often not carried over into a general
political  position on power , culture and material inequality , resulting in a
compartmentalised radical condemnation of the domination of the majors in the rock
music industry which is not linked to the wider socio-economic system of which they are

key representatives .

Indie subculturalists and musicians have not attempted to subvert and
evade capitalist relations as their Countercultural predecessors did with free performances
by bands , free stores , co-ops etc . The only activity of Indie subculturalists that comes
close to any attempt to subvert capitalism is their support for independent record labels .
However these organisations though smaller in scale than the majors take essentially the
same form - they are capitalist enterprises aiming to make a profit and are not for instance
non-profit co-operatives . Also as previously observed the putative independents are
frequently locked into some interdependent relationship with and frequently owned by a

major .
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In regards to class totality , Indie subculturalists do not seem to perceive
their situation as an inevitable result’ of the workings of capitalist society . Indie
subculturalists affinity with depressive anti-heroes (Cave , Morrisey , Cobain et al ) and
their self condemnatory lyrics seems to indicate they have