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ABSTRACT

This study contributes to Edwardsean and Augustinian scholarship by examining the
importance of the relationship between the heart and the Trinity in the thought and experience of
two seminal Christian thinkers, Jonathan Edwards and Augustine of Hippo. Many scholars have
noted similarities between the two theologians but as yet there has not been a systematic attempt
to identify the basis for such judgments. This comparative analysis of their Trinitarian spirituality
demonstrates that the structure and integrity of Edwards’ theology can best be evaluated when
recognized as the recovery and renewal of two themes that were paramount in Augustine.

The first is a commitment to the foundational nature of the doctrine of the Trinity in
understanding Christian theology. The second is the importance of the heart in conversion and the
spiritual life. Underpinning their Trinitarian theology is a strongly aesthetic emphasis that places
both theologians within a tradition of Christian spirituality known as “heart-religion” in which the
“heart” is understood in its Hebraic sense as the centre of the spiritual life. There is no dichotomy
of head and heart in Edwards’ commitment to a spirituality that is decidedly Augustinian in mood
and literary expression. The affections are rehabilitated in their consideration of the Trinitarian
being of God and the relationship between God and the heart of the believer.

After an overview of methodological concerns this study examines the concept of the heart
as understood in classical antiquity and in the eighteenth century. It then considers Edwards’
kinship with Augustine concerning the relationship between the Trinity and the heart from four

-perspectives: conversion, the nature of the Trinity, spiritual epistemology and aesthetics. Each
chapter comprises an introduction to the theme to be discussed, an examination of Edwards’
approach followed by a comparison with Augustine’s foundational insights into the themes under
discussion. Without claiming any indebtedness on Edwards’ part to a familiarity with Augustine’s
writings, it becomes apparent that Edwards recapitulates an “Augustinian strain of piety” that

warrants his title of the “American Augustine.”
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