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Abstract	
  

Overview.	
  The	
  author	
  argues	
  that	
  an	
  assessment	
  of	
  the	
  influence	
  of	
  John	
  
Chrysostom	
  on	
  the	
  oratory	
  of	
  John	
  Calvin	
  is	
  needed.	
  After	
  acknowledging	
  
methodological	
  difficulties,	
  he	
  carries	
  out	
  a	
  comparative	
  study	
  of	
  aspects	
  of	
  their	
  
orations.	
  He	
  also	
  reads	
  Calvin’s	
  personal	
  annotations	
  to	
  Calvin’s	
  own	
  volumes	
  of	
  
Chrysostom’s	
  ‘complete	
  works’.	
  From	
  this	
  study	
  the	
  author	
  concludes	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  
credible	
  evidence	
  that	
  Calvin’s	
  method	
  in	
  preaching	
  was	
  influenced	
  by	
  
Chrysostom.	
  

Detail.	
  In	
  the	
  introduction	
  it	
  is	
  observed	
  that	
  recent	
  scholarship	
  on	
  Calvin’s	
  
formation	
  as	
  a	
  preacher	
  has	
  commonly	
  misinterpreted	
  the	
  1981	
  publication	
  by	
  
Ganoczy	
  and	
  Müller	
  of	
  the	
  marginalia	
  to	
  Calvin’s	
  personal	
  volumes	
  of	
  Chrysostom.	
  
It	
  is	
  argued	
  that	
  in	
  consequence	
  of	
  this	
  misreading,	
  Calvin’s	
  debt	
  to	
  Chrysostom	
  
has	
  not	
  been	
  properly	
  assessed,	
  and	
  the	
  importance	
  and	
  difficulties	
  of	
  doing	
  so	
  
are	
  reviewed.	
  With	
  methodological	
  problems	
  acknowledged,	
  the	
  author	
  makes	
  a	
  
comparative	
  study	
  of	
  various	
  aspects	
  of	
  the	
  two	
  preachers’	
  orations,	
  to	
  see	
  if	
  
credible	
  evidence	
  of	
  influence	
  can	
  be	
  discerned.	
  

In	
  the	
  first	
  major	
  part	
  to	
  the	
  project,	
  the	
  author	
  offers	
  a	
  comparison	
  of	
  the	
  two	
  
preachers’	
  debt	
  to	
  classical	
  rhetoric	
  (chapter	
  2),	
  the	
  structure	
  and	
  genre	
  of	
  their	
  
orations	
  (chapter	
  3)	
  and	
  the	
  key	
  theological	
  principles	
  (chapter	
  4)	
  that	
  would	
  
have	
  shaped	
  these	
  two	
  ‘pastor	
  theologians’	
  in	
  their	
  considered	
  preaching	
  method.	
  
The	
  author	
  offers	
  a	
  number	
  of	
  conclusions	
  about	
  each	
  of	
  these,	
  and	
  also	
  suggests	
  
that	
  Calvin	
  would	
  likely	
  have	
  seen	
  Chrysostom	
  as	
  an	
  appealing	
  preaching	
  mentor.	
  	
  

In	
  the	
  second	
  major	
  part,	
  the	
  author	
  studies	
  the	
  two	
  preachers’	
  engagement	
  of	
  
emotion	
  for	
  persuasion:	
  their	
  attitude	
  to	
  emotion	
  (chapter	
  5),	
  their	
  ambitions	
  for	
  
emotion	
  (chapter	
  6)	
  and	
  the	
  closer	
  emotional	
  detail	
  (chapter	
  7)	
  of	
  their	
  orations.	
  
The	
  author	
  concludes	
  that	
  there	
  are	
  profound	
  resonances	
  between	
  their	
  
approaches,	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  more	
  superficial	
  aspects	
  of	
  their	
  orations,	
  striking	
  
similarities.	
  He	
  suggests	
  that	
  there	
  is	
  credible	
  evidence	
  of	
  influence	
  upon	
  Calvin’s	
  
preaching.	
  	
  

The	
  study	
  concludes	
  with	
  a	
  new	
  interpretation	
  of	
  the	
  marginalia	
  and	
  the	
  
suggestion	
  that	
  it	
  is	
  credible	
  that	
  Calvin’s	
  method	
  in	
  preaching	
  was	
  influenced	
  by	
  
Chrysostom	
  and	
  that	
  Calvin	
  continued	
  to	
  engage	
  with	
  Chrysostom’s	
  homilies	
  over	
  
a	
  lengthy	
  period.
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  John	
  Calvin	
  to	
  the	
  Preaching	
  of	
  John	
  Chrysostom,"	
  Reformed	
  

Theological	
  Review	
  68,	
  no.	
  2	
  (2009);	
  "Plain	
  Talk	
  with	
  a	
  Gilt	
  Edge:	
  An	
  Exploration	
  of	
  the	
  

Relation	
  between	
  ‘Plain’	
  Biblical	
  Exposition	
  and	
  Persuasion	
  in	
  Chrysostom	
  and	
  Calvin,"	
  

Westminster	
  Theological	
  Journal	
  73,	
  no.	
  1	
  (2011);	
  Peter	
  Charles	
  Moore,	
  "Chrysostom’s	
  

Concept	
  of	
  Γνώμη:	
  How	
  'Chosen	
  Life’s	
  Orientation'	
  Undergirds	
  Chrysostom’s	
  Strategy	
  in	
  

Preaching,"	
  in	
  Studia	
  Patristica.	
  Vol.	
  LIV	
  -­‐	
  Cappadocian	
  Writers,	
  the	
  Second	
  Half	
  of	
  the	
  

Fourth	
  Century	
  (Greek	
  Writers),	
  Studia	
  Patristica:	
  Papers	
  Presented	
  at	
  the	
  Sixteenth	
  

International	
  Conference	
  on	
  Patristic	
  Studies	
  Held	
  in	
  Oxford	
  2011	
  (Leuven:	
  Peeters,	
  2013).	
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One	
  of	
  the	
  most	
  unexpected	
  phases	
  in	
  my	
  project	
  was	
  working	
  on	
  manuscripts	
  of	
  

unpublished	
  Calvin	
  sermons,	
  and	
  I	
  thank	
  Dr	
  Elsie	
  McKee	
  of	
  Princeton	
  Theological	
  

Seminary	
  for	
  her	
  invaluable	
  assistance	
  in	
  making	
  sense	
  of	
  the	
  16th	
  century	
  script.	
  I	
  

also	
  thank	
  Dr	
  Raymond	
  Laird	
  for	
  generously	
  supplying	
  a	
  copy	
  of	
  his	
  wonderful	
  

thesis	
  on	
  gnw&mh in	
  Chrysostom,	
  and	
  for	
  our	
  discussions	
  of	
  both	
  projects.	
  In	
  

similar	
  vein,	
  I	
  revelled	
  in	
  my	
  6	
  weeks	
  reading	
  at	
  Tyndale	
  House	
  in	
  Cambridge	
  and	
  

I	
  thank	
  Dr	
  Peter	
  Williams	
  for	
  his	
  hospitality.	
  In	
  like	
  manner,	
  I	
  thank	
  the	
  Society	
  for	
  

the	
  Study	
  of	
  Early	
  Christianity,	
  The	
  Geneva	
  Foundation,	
  the	
  Australian	
  College	
  of	
  

Theology	
  and	
  Richard	
  Johnson	
  College,	
  for	
  research	
  funds	
  that	
  sent	
  me	
  to	
  the	
  

United	
  Kingdom,	
  Switzerland	
  and	
  Turkey	
  in	
  the	
  course	
  of	
  my	
  studies.	
  

I	
  owe	
  a	
  debt	
  to	
  my	
  masters	
  at	
  Presbyterian	
  Theological	
  Centre,	
  Sydney	
  and	
  New	
  

South	
  Wales	
  Presbyterian	
  Youth,	
  as	
  well	
  as	
  Rev	
  Andrew	
  Clausen	
  and	
  fellow	
  elders	
  

(beloved	
  pastors	
  at	
  Sutherland	
  Presbyterian	
  Church.)	
  Without	
  your	
  support,	
  

encouragement	
  and	
  patience	
  this	
  project	
  would	
  have	
  been	
  far	
  more	
  difficult.	
  

Leaving	
  the	
  most	
  important	
  to	
  last,	
  I	
  acknowledge	
  the	
  debt	
  of	
  love	
  from	
  family:	
  

my	
  parents	
  Don	
  and	
  Margaret,	
  and	
  my	
  own	
  children	
  Caleb,	
  Hannah	
  (who	
  helped	
  

me	
  with	
  graphs	
  and	
  statistics),	
  Abigail	
  and	
  Jacob.	
  All	
  of	
  you	
  inspire	
  and	
  enrich	
  me	
  

in	
  ways	
  beyond	
  reckoning.	
  Most	
  importantly	
  of	
  all	
  I	
  acknowledge	
  the	
  ministry	
  of	
  

my	
  wife	
  and	
  love	
  of	
  my	
  life,	
  Ngaire.	
  I	
  believe	
  I	
  am	
  entitled	
  to	
  claim	
  after	
  33	
  years	
  

of	
  marriage	
  that	
  your	
  friendship,	
  longsuffering	
  and	
  respect	
  have	
  been	
  the	
  

delightful	
  human	
  source,	
  more	
  than	
  any	
  other	
  that	
  I	
  know	
  of	
  on	
  this	
  earth,	
  of	
  my	
  

own	
  happy	
  heart	
  and	
  happy	
  life.	
  	
  




