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ABSTRACT 

Cattle were important agriculturally and religiously to the ancient Egyptians and as a result 

they are depicted frequently in art. In some of these representations, cattle are depicted with or 

undergoing a physical modification of their bodies. Many studies have arisen in the last fifty 

years about or including cattle, but they focus on how cattle served the Egyptians and not how 

their handling may have affected the animals themselves. This appears to result from the 

assumption that the Egyptians were deeply connected with the animal world. Recently, 

scholars have challenged this assumption through a re-examination of art and archaeological 

material. However, the modification of cattle has not received the same attention.  

This thesis investigated a selection of the practices used by the Egyptians to modify their 

cattle, as represented in two-dimensional art scenes from elite tombs in the New Kingdom 

period (c.1550-1069 BC). Specifically, horn deformation, overgrown hooves, and physical 

adornment were examined. Due to the damage suffered in many tombs and the possibility that 

some of these modifications could be interpreted as artistic variation, the corpus was 

supplemented with scenes from New Kingdom temples, and also archaeological and textual 

evidence. The process, purpose and welfare implications of each modification was determined. 

To aid interpretation, ethnographic and veterinary studies were also considered. Evaluation of 

each modification practice revealed that, on balance, the Egyptians did not practice animal 

welfare with regard to their cattle. 
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GLOSSARY 

Allogrooming: the grooming of another, such as licking, and nose and body rubbing. 

Byre: a building where cattle are housed. 

Claw: also known as the hoof; the claw comprises of all the bones, joints, ligaments, 

tendons, fat, cushions, connective tissue, blood vessels and nerves at the end of the digit. A 

cattle’s foot is comprised of two claws. “Hoof” has been used to refer to two claws and 

“claw” when referring to the singular. 

Dyskeratosis: abnormal keratin growth in the hoof. 

Flank: the area of the animals’ body between the ribs and the hips. 

Gesso: gypsum powder or plaster mixed with glue. 

Hock: the projecting middle joint, of elbow-like appearance, on the hind legs of cattle. 

Lamellae: leaflets of hoof lining the inside of the hoof wall. 

Laminae: leaflets of connective tissue, collagen fibres blood vessels, and nerves that fit 

between the lamellae. 

Manger: an open container that contains feed for cattle. 

Pedal bone: also known as the third phalangeal bone; it is the last bone in the claw and is 

weight bearing. 

Poll: the top of an animal’s head between the horns and/or ears. 

Recumbent: an animal lying down. 

Sepal: usually small parts of the outer flower that surrounds the petals. 

Sexual dimorphism: distinct difference in size or appearance between the sexes of an 

animal in addition to the sexual organs themselves. 

Solar horn: produces the keratin for the sole of the hoof. 

Tongue rolling: in which the animal mimics eating grass, swinging the tongue from side 

to side outside of the mouth or rolling the tongue inside the mouth. 

White line: joins the sole of the hoof to the inner wall. 

Withers: the highest part of an animal’s back, above its shoulders. 
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