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I l l

A BSTR A C T

This p ro jec t is  an attempt to an aly se  the p resen ce  of Japan ese  

p ro stitu te s  in A ustralia , with p artic u la r  reference to T h u rsd a y  Island 

in the la te r  p a r t  of the n ineteenth  and early  tw entieth  centuries 

within van  den  B ergh e ’s typology  of race  - re la tion s.

Jap an ese  p ro stitu te s  (K ara-y u k i-san ) a lso , and not in ap prop riate ly , 

re fe rre d  to a s  im baifu, that i s ,  secre t p ro stitu te s , mainly from 

Kumamoto an d  N agasaki p re fe c tu re s , were brough t to A u stra lia  by  

Jap an e se  an d  other International syndicates a s  well a s  smaller 

Chinese Immigrant p rocu rers who functioned either a s  ind iv idu als or 

as sy n d ic a te s , fo r the p u rp o ses of p rostitu tion , predom inantly  in the 

p earlin g  in d u stry  - an in d u stry  which had rap id ly  become almost 

exc lu siv e ly  dependent on the labou r of Japanese  men.

The women who made the long and hazardous jou rn ey  ac ro ss  the 

Pacific Ocean to T h u rsd ay  Islan d ’s a lready  flourish ing  p lu ra l society , 

were predom inantly from w orking c lass backgrou n ds and poorly 

ed u cated , if a t  all. They were sen t out of Japan  c lan d estin e ly . The 

means b y  which th is p rocess was achieved included trav e llin g  under 

fa lse  nam es, u sin g  the p a s sp o r t s  of deceased women who had 

so journed to countries such  a s  America and India fo r  s imilar 

p u rp o se s ; a t  times they p a sse d  fo r  the wives or s i s t e r s  of the men 

en gaged  in th is tra ffic . More often  than not, h ow ever, they were 

sm uggled on board  fre igh t and p a sse n g e r  steam ers, h idden  in boxes



marked a s  fre ig h t , or in specially  built secret com partm ents, which 

at times becam e death cham bers a s  they caught on f ire  and burnt 

alive th ose  hidden  within it.

The fac t is  th at in 1902, the pearlsheU ing in d u stry  in Broome and 

T h u rsd ay  Islan d  officially became the only exception to excluding 

in den tured  coloured lab o u r. In the Comnionwealth A rch iv es the 

R e g iste r  of P rosecu tion s, commenced under the F ed eral Immigration 

R estriction  A ct, fo r the y e a rs  1902-3 indicates that no Jap an ese  

woman w as e v e r  re fu sed  en try  into A ustraha un der section  d . ( f ) .  

That i s ,  "a n y  pro stitu te  or p erso n  Living off the p ro stitu tio n  of 

o th e rs" . T h ese  two factors give some indication as to (a )  the extent 

of d epen d en cy  the in d u stry  had on Japanese  lab ou r, an d  (b )  the 

lengths a  b a sica lly  rac ist system  was prepared  to go to fu lfil its 

economic n ee d s.

The p re se n c e  of Japan ese  imbaifu and indentured lab o u re rs  in North 

Q ueensland, in p articu lar , due to their large num bers, an d  the role 

these p lay ed  in race relations in the area, can be an aly sed  by  

em ploying van  den B ergh e’s  typology  of race re la tio n s. The latte r 

closely  p ara lle ls  the well known distinction  in social sc ien ce  between 

’gem ein schaft’ and ’g e sse lsc h a ft ’ and is divided into two id eal t37p e s  - 

’p a te rn a listic ’ and ’competitive’ race  relations. T hese con cepts have 

been u se d  to  b rie fly  examine T h u rsd ay  Islan d 's p lu ra lis t ic  social 

s tru c tu re , economic inter-ethnic re la tio n s, Japan ese  ethnocentrism , 

as app lied  in p articu lar to the "Y okoham as", or Ja p a n e se  q u a r te r s , 

and Jap an ese-A b o rig in a l m iscegenation.



It is  a r g u e d  that the in troduction  of Japan ese  women to A ustrahan 

sh ores w as a concerted e ffo rt b y  governm ent o ffic ia ls and other 

in terested  g ro u p s to retain  a cheap  and effective lab ou r force  which 

could not b e  effectively  rep laced  b y  the indigenous community.



AUTHOR’S NOTE

Tn May 1984, ju s t  a fte r com pleting my Bachelor of A rts  d e g re e  at the 

U n iversity  of New England, A rm idale, I was employed b y  Language 

House I n c . ,  a  Japan ese  company, to teach  Enghsh to a d u lts  in Japan  

(T ak am atgsu , Shikoku). D uring my s ta y  there, b y  chance I came 

acro ss Tomoko Yamazaki’s work on the fate  of Ja p a n e se  p ro stitu te s  

o v e rse a s . Yam azaki’s Sandakan  Hachiban Shokan (B ro th e l Number 

Eight at San d ak an ) (1975), and the S to ry  of Yamada IVaka; From 

P rostitu te  to Feminist Pioneer (19 7 8 ), stim ulated me immensely and 

began  to make me question the "rem ote” p o ssib ility  of th ere  having 

been Ja p a n e se  brothels function ing in A ustraha around the tu rn  of 

the cen tu ry , particu larly  in a re a s  such  as T h u rsd ay  Islan d  and 

Broome - both  of which had a su b stan tia l population o f Japan ese  

males w orking in the pearh n g in d u stry  at the time.

L a te r , a v is it  to the Amakusa I s la n d s , the place from which most of 

the Ja p a n e se  women w orking a s  p ro stitu te s  o v erseas come, and 

Canton, the c lo sest port fo r th eir a r r iv a l, fu rth er in stig a te d  me to 

undertake some formal research  on the topic an d , in th e p ro c e ss , 

begin to b r in g  the puzzle of th e ir  experience as women, imm igrants 

and a s  members of the w orking c la s s  back  together.

During the time I have been involved  in research  fo r  th is  p ro jec t, I 

have encoun tered  a variety  of re sp o n se s  to it. T h ree , how ever, have 

predom inated. To some it has ap p eared  as an u n n e c e ssa ry  and 

somehow "d ecad en t"  subject to re se a rc h  in that it does n ot deal with 

the "re a l"  is su e s  and circum stances being faced  b y  Japan ese



p ro stitu te s  w orking either in Ja p a n  or o v e rse a s* on a fu ll or part- 

time b a s i s . Others have view ed the stu d y  a s  politicEilly 

inconsequential since it does not se e k  to b rin g  about an y  stru ctu ral 

changes to the conditions of work u n d er which Ja p a n e se  p ro stitu tes 

cu rren tly  function .

To some A nglo-Saxon-C eltic p ro stitu te s  with whom I had the 

opportun ity  to d iscu ss my su b jec t of re search , it h as seem ed as far 

too rem oved from ’’mainstream" p ro stitu tio n  to be able to authentically  

provide both  le sso n s and a lte rn ativ e s to the women - w orking c lass - 

p rostitu tion  = exploitation equation . When the ra c is t  dim ensions of 

prostitu tion  were raised , an A sian * p ro stitu te  I interview ed in 

D arlin gh u rst sarcastica lly  sa id : "P rostitu tion  is much sim pler now, we 

have only h ero in , crack , sp e e d , the cops and AIDS to w orry  about".

To the r e s t  it has seemed an ideal topic for re search  sin ce  "nothing 

much has been  done on it " .  All th e se  p e rsp e c tiv e s , how ever valid, 

fail to reco gn ise  that to examine the presence of the Imbaifu in 

A ustralia is  to confront one of the most desperate  attem pts in the 

h istory  of A u strah a by rac ist governm ents to retain  a cheap labour 

force and an  in d u stry  which would have collapsed without their 

labour - the Jap an ese  p earld iv ers .

U nfortunately , research  for th is w ork h as been hmited b y  both  time 

and sp ac e . To have done some re se a rc h  in the Diet L ib ra ry  in

While in Nepal during Decem ber 1988 I had the chance to speak 
to two Jap an ese  women who h ad  begun  w orking a s  p ro stitu te s  
in o rd e r  to be able to b u y  th e ir  a ir  fare  back  to Ja p a n . The 
conditions under which they  w orked were ap p allin g .

For re a so n s of p rivacy  e x a c t  details of re fe re n c e s  are  not 
p ro v id ed .



Jap an ; and  to have been able to re a d  more than ju s t  b a s ic  Jap an e se , 

to have v is ite d  T h ursd ay  Islan d , Broome and K algoorh e, a s  well as 

to have spoken  to the descen dan ts of the men and women th is stu dy  

exam ines, would have made the exp erien ce  of r e se a rc h in g  fo r  this 

work a much more rew arding one. The h isto ry  an d  poh tics of 

Japan ese  p ro stitu tion  in A u stra lia , unlike that of the p e a r l d iv e rs , 

req u ires much more attention than  th is stu dy  is ab le  to  p rovide . 

However, the word limit p laced on it only allows fo r  the q u an tity  of 

material I h ave  presen ted .

H arriett B lan k evoort, 

J a n u a r y , 1990.



INTRODUCTION

”The Sink of the Pacific”

Theoretical P erspective

It is expected  that some day  the menial work of the universe 
will be done by Chinamen and N egroes, whilst the Caucasian 
race is  to fill the high p laces on the earth and the other races 
are  to be squeezed out of ex isten ce .

Queensland F ig a ro , 6 October, 1893.

Rikichi Oguchi, Moka Nojima, Yasuko N akaniskti, Sato  O utsu, 

Toyokichi Ofuji, Kihichiro Ish iw arra’ , are a fragm ent of the 

su bstan tia l numbers of Japanese men and women, who, du rin g  the 

latter p art of the nineteenth and early  twentieth cen tu rie s reached 

A ustralian  sh ores hoping to find what the Chinese immigrants 

re ferred  to a s  the ’’gold mountain” . Amongst those who came, four 

major g ro u p s can be identified :^  (i) the ad v e n tu re rs , (ii) the 

rep resen ta tiv es of Japanese e n te rp r ise s , both of which p ay ed  their 

own p a s s a g e s ,  (iii) the indentured labourers who were engaged  in 

the Q ueensland Canefields (1842-1905) and in the h igh ly  controversial

’L ist of Persons to whom C ertificates of R esiden ce have been 
issu e d  b y  this Consulate from 31st December 1900, up to the 
P re se n t’ , V & P Q. L eg . A ss . 1901, Vol. 1, p . 1151.

D .C . S isso n s, ’The Jap an ese  in A ustraha 1871-1946’ , Section 
26, 45th ANZAAS C o n gress, Perth  1973.



pearlin g  in d u stry  (from 1883)"" and (iv) the ’Karayuki-san '^ or 

im baifu. ^

A n alysis of the presence of the latter category  of th is ethnic 

group d u rin g  this period involves essentially  the s tu d y  of race- 

relation s. The latter is characterised  by  two types of situ atio n . On 

the one h an d , is that which derives directly from the circum stances 

of colonial conquest and which involves the allocation o f the most 

menial work role to those conquered; such as was the ca se  for the 

A boriginal population. And, on the other hand, is the ca se  in which 

an ethnic group  of immigrants which are either cu ltu rally  or 

physically  d istinguishable from the mainstream population  a s ,  for 

in stan ce, the Japan ese , M elanesians, Indians, K anakas and other 

minority g ro u p s , are given no alternative but to c a rry  out task s 

which in the society’s own terms are regard ed  a s  morally 

questionable ro le s . The common denominator is that g rou p s of 

d ifferent ethnic or national origin function under a s in g le  economic 

system , and are considerably limited in their a c c e ss  to legitimate 

poUtical pow er. The A borigines, the Chinese, Indian , M elanesian, 

Jap an ese  and other Coolie indentured labourers a s  well a s  the

T here ap p ears to be no evidence in A ustralia to su p p o rt the 
a sse rtio n  made by the Japan ese  Legation in London in 1900 that 
Jap an e se  pearl-d ivers had been engaged in th is in d u stry  at 
T h u rsd ay  Island since as early  as 1875. R efer to enclosure  in 
H ayashi to Chief Secre tary , Queensland, 30 Ju ly  1900, 
reproduced  at p .l9  of ’Admission of Japanese into Q ueensland - 
fu rth e r  correspondence relatin g  to’ , Q ueensland Legislative  
A ssem bly , Votes and P roceedings, 1901, vol. 4, 1139.

The ideographs which form this word (kara ; China; Y uk i; verb 
to go) translate literally as ’China go in g ’ and  denote 
prostitu tion  since China was the p ro stitu te s ’ c lo se st  port of 
a rr iv a l a s  most came from the Island of K y u sh u .

Secret prostitu te . This term re fers to the condition under 
which some Japanese women left their country of o rig in .



Jap an ese  Im baifu, all fall under this definition. In colonial 

Q ueensland, th is system , how ever, underwent a fu rth e r  p ro cess of 

sophistication  and the groups did not continue to function  under a 

’single socio-economic system®, bu t instead were even tu ally  ’negated ’ 

and ’ex c lu d ed ’ . Examples of this additional refinement can be found 

in (a ) the concentration camps which went un der the name of 

’r e se r v e s ’ , where Aborigines who were not considered a s  fulfilling 

any function  in the White socio-economic stru ctu re  w ere forced  to 

socially  and economically d isin tegrate  and die;"^ (b ) the restriction  

of p earlin g  lease s from Asian labourers in 1886 in Sh ark  B ay  and (c) 

the re fu sa l in the North in 1892 of aU ship licences to ahen 

applican ts on the grounds that the activ ities, of both  Chinese and 

Jap an ese  owned boats, by  ’un fair means’ excluded white pioneers 

from the in du sti’y ® Further examples can be found in the 

reputation  and deportation m easures which were taken  agednst the 

’su p e rflu o u s ’ Chinese and Melanesian labourers.

John R ex argues that this particu lar system  is  ’” . . .  ju stified  

by appeal to some kind of determ inistic theory”®, a c lear example of 

the la tte r  is  made mainly in the fac t that when a p artic u la r  group is 

sub ject to discrimination it is rationalised on the b a s is  of an 

incapacity  to carry  out certain ta sk s  or a special cap ac ity  to behave

6. J .  R e x , ’The Concept of Race in Sociological th eory ’ , in 
S . S iibaida (e d .)  1970, Race and Racialism , London , Favistock  
P u b lication s, 1970.

7. C .D . Rowley, 1970, The D estruction of A boriginal Society , 
C an b erra , A ustrahan National U niversity P re s s .

8. Q .P .D .,  20 Dec. 1896 for telegram from Prem ier W.A. to 
Prem ier Queensland, outhning anti-Asian re g u la tio n s.

9. R ex , in Zubaida, o p . c it . ,  p . 49.



in sp ec ific  w ays which are genetically  transm itted. ”  It is thus that 

A borig ines, M elanesians, Chinese, Indians as well a s  Ja p a n e se , on 

the b a s is  of the ch aracteristics generally ascrib ed  to them by 

Europeans, were regarded as capable of only perform ing a limited 

number of work ro les.

However, the European’s monopoly over the so u rces of wealth 

and political power did not go unchallenged. In a social stru ctu re  

where there  were no commonly acceptab le stan dards of behaviour for 

achieving certain  goals, ’group organisation  was the k ey  to su ccess 

in g u ard in g  or furtherin g ethnic economic i nteres t s ’ . Of the 

plethora of ethnic groups p resen t on T hursday Islan d , the two which 

were ch aracterised  by  their organ isational skills and socied cohesion 

were the Europeans and the Jap an ese . The form er controlled 

economic pow er and the latter joined forces to reach their position.

Ja p a n e se  immigration to A ustralia  during the period in question 

was overshadow ed by immigration restrictions and discrim inatory 

internal leg isla tion . The b asic  assumption was th at Japanese 

settlem ent should not be perm itted. There w ere, how ever, some 

exceptions to this criterion.

In 1902 the pearlshelling in d u stry  in Broome, Darwin and 

T h u rsd ay  Islan d  achieved d istin ct sta tu s in the Commonwealth’s 

a ffa irs  b y  officially being made the only exception  to the

1 0 . Ib id .

11. G. E v an s, T hursday Island - A Plural Society (unpublished 
B .A . H ons. T h esis, U n iversity  of Queensland, 1970.



controversia l policy of excluding indentured coloured l a b o u r . A n d ,  

in the Commonwealth A rch ives, the R egister of Prosecutions, 

commenced u n der the Federal Immigration R estriction  Act for the 

period 1902-03, indicates that no Japan ese  woman was ever denied 

entry  into A ustralian  soil under Section d ( f ) ;  namely, 'an y  prostitute 

or person  liv in g  on the prostitu tion  of o th ers’ .

F ig u re s  provided for T h u rsd ay  Island’s ethnic composition 

indicate th at à s  early  as 1894 there  were 14 Japan ese  fem ales hving 

on the is lan d . There is no record  a s  to their occupation but it is 

more than likely  that they were w orking as p ro stitu tes in the rapidly 

developing and highly organ ised  ’Yokohama’ d istr ic t.

B y  Septem ber 1916, a retu rn  on the Jap an ese  p rostitu tes 

within the a re a , provided by  The Consul General to the Foreign 

M inistry, indicated that Freeman tie and Perth had a total of 12 

Japan ese  p ro stitu te s , Broome had 20, Rockhampton 3, C airns 9, and 

New B ritain  7, a total of 5 1 .’ ^

The official and clandestine exceptions to these two categories 

of Jap an ese  immigrants from the 1901 Immigration A ct, reveal an 

industrial relationsh ip  between white and coloured people durin g  the 

post Federation  events. And, more im portantly, g iv e  a  clear 

indication a s  to (a) the extent of dependency the pearlsh elling  

in d u stry  had on Japanese indentured labourers, and (b )  the sex ist

12. A .T . Yarwood, 1964, A sian  Migration to A u strah a , The 
B ack grou n d  to Exclusion, 1896-1923, 1, p p . 104-14.

13. D .C . S is so n s , ’K ayayuki-san : Japan ese  P ro stitu tes in A ustralia 
1887-1916’ , Part II, H istorical S tu d ie s , 17, 1976-77.

14. G. E v an s, o p . c it .



dimensions of institutionalised racism  and its role in se rv in g  the 

in terests of the mainstream political and economic power stru ctu re . 

White opposition  to the introduction of Japanese a s  well a s  other 

Asiatic inden tured  workers into A u stra lia  was varied and extensive. 

Economic opposition  to their labour was expressed  in term s which 

were fundam entally illogical and contrad ictory . They were opposed on 

the one h an d , on the grounds of their serv ility ; in 1897, for 

instance, the Kalgoorhe Miner w arned its  readers that A siatics were 

a danger to the community ’by  reason  of the ch eapness of their 

l abour’ . D e s p i t e  the fact that in this ascribed  work role they 

fulfilled ind ispensab le  ta sk s  which white w orkers re jected  with 

disdain . A nd, on the other h an d , the few who escaped  this 

condition and entered the competitive market - such a s  the Japanese 

who became owners of the p earlin g  lu g g e rs  and were able to function 

independently were perceived a s  an even greater economic threat.

An artic le  published b y  the Bulletin in 1897 re g ard in g  the 

minutes of evidence of the Q ueensland Commission on the Mining and 

Pearlshelling In d u strie s, concluded b y  admonishing the public that 

’the day is  a t hand when the J a p s  will be so firm ly settled  in 

A ustralia that nothing but gunshot will sh ift them’ . ’ ® In Septem ber 

1901 the Bulletin  attacked the Hindoo for their read in ess to accept 

even lower w ages than the M elanesians and in November of that year 

criticised  the ” Ja p ” at T h u rsd ay  Island  for ’’ learn ing to str ik e” 

again st his low-wages and poor w orking conditions. In sy n th esis , 

coloured lab o u r, whether free  or u n free , was rejected  on the basis 

of its  racial n atu re .

15. The K algoorhe Miner, ’Vital S ta t is t ic s ’ , 7 Ju ly , 1897.

16. The B u lle tin , 29 May, 1897.



Economic opposition to Jap an e se  and other indentured  labourers 

was not, how ever, made manifest a s  an isolated objection, b u t rather 

was often e x p re sse d  in terms of an  entire Corpus of Xenophobia as 

well a s  o th er social fe a rs . A part from viewing in te r-rac ia l relations 

as a means of infectious contam ination, coloured labour was 

ch aracteristically  emotively p o rtray ed  a s  a form of d isease  - a 

"plague sp o t impossible to e rad ic a te " , a "sore" and "a  gan gren e in 

the body pol i t i c " . The Kalgoorlie Miner in 1897 considered  the 

presence of A sian  labourers in th is  town as "a  sou rce  of grave 

danger to the community" due to "th e ir filthy h abits".^®  Non

economic foundations for argum ents ag a in st coloured labour appear to 

have ru led o v er those purely  economic in nature. V arious schools of 

thought, am ongst them Social Darwinism, G enisistism  and 

polygen isistism  were constantly utilized to explain  p a ttern s of 

"genetic inheritance" and the consequent behavioural a s  well as 

physical ch arac teristic s  of these so-called "in ferior" ra c e s . T h u s, the 

Jap an ese , the Melanesians and the Chinese as well a s  the A borigines 

on the b a s is  of the ch aracteristics generally  ascr ib ed  to them by 

A n glo-Saxons, were permitted to perform  exclusively  menial and low 

paid work ro les such as thrash in g  can e, or growing v egetab le s - or 

categorised  re sid u ally , and hence reg ard ed  as unable to fu lfh  any 

role within the socio-economic s tru c tu re . Both p earld iv in g  and 

prostitution w ere better financial e n te rp r ise s , and gave  the Japan ese  

involved in th e se , a greater degree of economic independence.

17. M. W illiard, 1923, H istory of the White A u strah a  Policy, 
M elbourne, M .U .P ., p p . 102 an d  200.

18. The Kalgoorlie Miner, o p .c it .



O verrid in g  social fears and economic objections to the presence 

of coloured lab o u rers was the sp e c tre  of sexual re lation sh ip s between 

the ra c e s , indicating a fearfu l in crease  of m iscegenation , in ter

m arriage and "p ieb ald ” children. M iscegenation, a term  which re fers 

to the in ter-b reed in g  of race s , e sp ec ia lly  between w hites and  b lack s, 

was officially  u sed  in the T e rr ito ry  to refer to all w hite/black 

liaisons and implied an immoral a c t , a sin and o v era ll, a crime 

again st both one’s race and se x . On the basis of th ese  argum ents 

northern plantations were v itrioh cally  attacked not only as 

undesirable economic bodies in th e ir p resen t s tru c tu re , bu t more 

im portantly, a s  "d isease sp o ts"  from which rad ia te  piebald 

children. The greatest d an g er perceived was undoubtedly

"piebalism " and in Ju ly , the B u lletin  put the situ ation  in clear 

perspective b y  g iv ing two exam ples"

A su g a r  p lanter has a h a lf-c a ste  illegitimate so n , whose mother 
is an Aboriginal gin. This y o u n g  man recently  m arried his half 
caste  cousin whose mother is  a  Kanaka woman who is  "kept" 
indiscrim inately by Chows and other aliens. A nother case  is : 
an A boriginal European half c a ste  g ir l had a child b y  h er white 
uncle and lives with her white relations a s  one o f the family 
. . .  now what sort of citizen s will the p ro p e rty  of these 
sp eath en s be?

The su p p osed  threat to the health  and economy of the white 

community was associated with p rev a len t moral and se x u a l objections 

to racial m inorities. In 1901 the B ulletin  again  put it su cc in c tly :

The objection to coloured im m igrants is racial and econom ic, an 
objection founded on the fac t  that we cannot eat with them, 
m arry with them, work with them, without the certa in ty  of 
national deterioration and d egrad ation  . . .  in the mind of every 
healthy Austrahan Providence or something h as p lan ted  an 
ineradicable repugnance to asso ciatin g  with th e se  racial

19. The B u lle tin , 17 A u g ., 1901.



in fe r io rs , a conscience which w arns against in ter-m arry in g  with 
them.

The objection to social relationships with "A siatic, A frican  or Kanaka 

tr ib e", a s  seen  b y  the Bulletin , w as b ased  upon the sim ple racist 

premise that "A u stralia  doesn’t want to be m ongrel":

It o b jects to . . .  [these ra c e s]  because  they in trodu ce  a lower 
c iv ilisation . It objects b ecau se  they in ter-m arry  with white 
women and thereby lower the white type and b e c au se  they 
have a lread y  created the beg in n in gs of a mongrel race  . . .

It was b a sica lly  this sexual repugnance which overshadow ed any 

other consideration  be it social or economic. Questions su ch  a s :  Wh 

o is th ere , however great may be h is admiration of J a p  en ergy , 

courage and p ro g re s s , that would p leasu rab ly  regard  the p ro sp ec t of 

the most enlightened Jap  forming a matrimonial alliance with one of 

his o^vn fa m i ly ? e x e m p l i fy  this a ttitu d e .

The B u lle tin , one of the most effective, how ever, rac ist 

journals in the country, was fo rged  in a wave of nationalism  and 

ethnocentrism . 1901 - the year which w itnessed nationhood being 

nominally proclaim ed, and the White A ustralia Policy b e in g  officially  

implemented - gave the journal its  s tro n g e st  ideological p i l la r s .  A .T . 

Yarwood pu t the journal’s influence on its public into p ersp ectiv e  

when he noted that ’on the mind of the A ustralian A n glo-Saxon  with

20. The B u lle tin , 25 May, 1901.

21. Ib id .

22. The B u lle tin , 28 Sept. 1901, ’The Ja p  on the H orizon’ .



his special aversion  to miscegenation and his race co n sc io u sn e ss ’ , the 

impact of the Bulletin ’s propaganda was immense.

Close an aly sis  of the social content of the journal exem plifies 

Yarwood’s  comment. During 1890, for instance. The Bulletin 

published a total of fifty  racially  oriented cartoons, a breakdow n of 

which in d icates that fourteen were sign ificantly  anti-Sem itic and ten 

vitriolically attacked  Aborigines. The re s t  evoked the th rea t to White 

A ustraha from Indians, K anakas, C hinese, Jap an ese , or re ferred  

den igratin gly  toward unspecified coloured p eo p le s. ’̂ '*'

It is  evident that the pubhcation of such re p o rts  had as a 

major objective to instigate in the already Xenophobic white 

community feeh n gs of m istrust and general antagonism . It did, 

however, fa r  more ihan th is; it instilled in the white labourer 

delusions of persecution when it came to competition fo r a place in 

the mainstream economy; and created  in the pubhc mind the concept 

of being invaded and dominated b y  coloured ’ah ens’ . The B u lletin , 

for in stan ce , managed to do th is by  pubhshing f ig u re s  to 

dem onstrate that although, in the la s t  six  y ears , 10,637 coloured 

aliens had le ft Queensland, 14,585 had arrived  - a su r fe it  of 3,948 

remaining.

T h u rsd ay  Island, in p articu lar , was utilised to exem plify a 

dangerous imbalance of Europeans and o th ers. It w as described

23. A .T . Yarwood, op . c it. ,  p . 34.

24. R . E v an s, K. Saunders, K . Cronin ( 4 d s .) ,  1975, E xclu sion , 
Exploration and Exterm ination: Race Relations in Colonial 
Q ueensland.

25. The B u lle tin , ’The Inflowing N ig g er ’ , 21 Septem ber 1901.



f irstly  a s  a  ’Japan ese  community’ and later as a p iebald  human

’̂ amp’ In November of 1901 the Bulletin pubhshed some fig u re s  to

indicate that the mixed aggregate  of Jap an ese , C hinese, A borig ines, 

Filipinos, K ak ak as , Malays, C in galese , New Guineans, In d ian s, and 

’other mixed r a c e s ’ out-numbered whites by  nearly two to one.

In fa c t ,  the situation was v e ry  d ifferent. In 1898 a C ensus 

upon coloured ahens undertaken b y  the Queensland police revealed , 

for exam ple, that Cloncurry had only a total of s ix  C hinese males 

and seven  C hinese females, two Jap an ese  males the three fem ales and 

one other (m ale) A siatic.

The p re sen c e  of Japanese p ro stitu te s  and indentured labourers 

in North Q ueensland and their role in race relations in the area can 

be an aly sed  b y  employing van den Berghe’s typology  of race 

relat ions . The latter closely p ara lle ls the well known distinction  in 

social sc ien ce between gemeinschaft and gesse lsch aft and is  divided 

into two ’ideal ty p e s ’ - ’p atern alistic ’ and ’competitive’ race  re lation s. 

In a p a te rn a listic  system race relations follow the m aster-serv an t 

model. The dominant group, often a small minority of le s s  than ten 

per cent of the total population, su p p o rts  its role of an ideology of 

benevolent despotism , and views the subordinate g rou p s a s  ch ild ish , 

immature, irresp o n sib le  and above all, inferior. The su bord in ate  

group , in tu rn , accommodates to its  ascribed  in ferior s ta tu s  and 

often u n d erg o es a process of internahsation  of feehngs of in fe r io rity , 

these are  m an ifested , for instance, through lack of se lf-e steem .

26. Ib id . ,  ’A P icture of T h u rsd ay  Islan d ’ , 17 A u gu st, 1901.

27. P ierre  L . Van den B ergh e,1967 , Race and R acism . A
Com parative P erspective.



Iri a p atern alistic  system roles and sta tu ses are sh arp ly  defined 

within racial lines with a str ic tly  a sc r ip tiv e  division of labou r and a 

great asym m etry and complementarity in social re la tio n sh ip s . It is 

in terestin g  to note that racial p re ju d ice  by the dominant group 

appears to be  d irectly  related to economic and social position  than to 

any psychodynam ically based fa c to r s . This brand of p re ju d ice  is 

ex p re sse d  in a  system  of 'p seudotolerance" where p ro fe ss io n s of love 

exist fo r the subordinate group a s  lon g  a s  the fundam ental a reas of 

inequality a re  not challenged. It is  usually  in quite complex but 

p re-in d u str ia l societies in which agriculture and handicraft 

production form  the basis of the economy. M iscegenation in this 

brand of sy stem  is not only frequ en t but accepted by  the dominant 

group a s  a legitim ate prerogative.

The "p u r e s t"  case of p atern alistic  relations can be found in 

large scale  production  of a cash -crop  on slave p lan tations, a s  shown, 

for in stan ce , b y  the pre-abolition regim es in n orth -eastern  B raz il, 

the Southern  United States and o th e rs . Many of the ch aracteristic s 

of this sy stem  are also exhibited in lan d-based  serfdom  a s  was the 

encomienda sy stem  in Spanish America.^® Mobility in the colour line 

is not allowed except within c a ste s . This system is so s tr ic t  that 

even em ancipation in slavery  system s seldom improved the lot of 

those who w ere freed .

28. See fo r  exam ple, Evaristo de M oraes, A Escravidao A fricana no 
B ra z il , Sao Paulo, 1933, and A. Kardiner and L . O v esey , The 
Mark of O ppression , 1951.

29. A lfonso, C aso, et a l . .  Methods y  Resultados de la  Pohtica 
In d igen ista  en Mexico, Mexico: Memorias del in stitu to  Nacional 
In d ig en ista , 6, 1954.



The competitive t}7pe of race relations found in North 

Q ueensland, is  characteristic  of in d u stria lised  and u rban ised  societies 

with a  complex division of labour and a m anufacturing b a s is  of 

production. A colour bar is p re sen t and racial membership remains 

ascrib ed , bu t c la ss  d ifferences become more salient re lative  to caste . 

In a complex in d u stria l economy that necessitates high sk ill levels the 

labour force h as to be relatively  fre e  and mobile, and race  does not 

play a major role in the criterion  for job selection . In the 

competitive model of race relations the mechanisms of subserv ien ce  

and social d istan ce presen t in the 'paternalistic ’ bran d  of race 

relations a re  rep laced  by acute competition between the subordinate 

caste and the working c lass within the dominant g ro u p . This 

phenomenon found expression  in North Queensland in the concerted 

efforts b y  w orking class Anglo-Seixon pearl d ivers to exclude 

Japanese  lab ou r from the pearl sh ellin g  industry .

As social distance d e cre a se s , physical segregation  is  employed 

by the dominant group as a secon dary  defence mechanism for the 

preservation  of the dominant g ro u p 's  s ta tu s . The level of contact 

between c a ste s  diminishes a s  a re su lt of the society 's increasing

compartm entahsation into racially  homogenous ghettoes which

generally p o s se s s  an almost se lf-su ffic ien t institutionalised s tru c tu re . 

A regu lar  corresponden t, 'T ro tte r ', ad d ressed  this p articu lar  aspect 

of race re lation s in North Q ueensland when it reported  that ” . . .  

there is a Chow qu arter, a Ja p  q u arte r , and a Dago and Syrian

quarter" a n d , as it was the stan d ard  fashion in rac ia lly  based

rep o rts, it went on to embody many of the racial objections generally  

held b y  White Queenslanders in 1901 by  saying that th ese  q u arters

30, O p. cit



were ’redolent of macaroni h ovels, tomato stew , opium and the 

omnipresent ban an a’ .^'’ M iscegenation in a competitive system  of race 

relations declines in frequency and becomes more clandestine and 

stigm atised in both dominant and subord inate g ro u p s. In North 

Queensland men gu ilty  of th is crime aga in st society  w ere given  the 

name of ’combo’and referred  to a s  ’g in  Jo ck ey ’ if they  ’’ in d iscreetly ’ 

associated  with Aborigine women and treated  with p articu lar  scorn if 

the attachm ent was emotional in n atu re . This attitude apphed in 

particu lar to relationships which involved a white woman and a 

coloured man. A burnt cork was u su a lly  given to the man who had 

fathered a child by  a black woman a s  a  symbol of h is ’blackened’ 

character. X av ier H erbert’s C apricornia points clearly  to the sexual 

and racial paranoia of North Q ueensland’s  dominant g ro u p .

. . .  sh e  learnt to her h orror that the men of C apricornia said 
that once a man went combo he could never again  look with 
p leasu re  on a white woman u n le ss  he blackened h er face .^^

In the com petitive typology of race  relations the dominant group ’s 

image of the subordinate group v arie s  from one of backw ard but 

grown up children to one of a g g re s s iv e , in so lent, dishonest 

competitors fo r  limited resources and challengers of the estab lish ed  

cultural and socio-economic sy stem . Paternalistic benevolence 

becomes v iru len t hatred and as th is occurs the o p p re ssed  group  or 

groups find exp ressio n  in political con sciou sn ess. Race r io ts  are an 

example of the confhct which evolves from this type of social 

stru ctu re .

31. ’T ro tte r ’ , rep ort, 16 March, 1901.

32. X av ier H erbert, 1938, C ap ricorn ia , p . 36.



On the b a s is  of th is, it m ust be pointed out that the plural 

society p ro v id es the stru ctu ral b a se  fo r genocide. The p resen ce  of 

a d iversity  of racia l, ethnic an d /o r  religious gro u p s bein g  the 

structural ch aracteristic  of the p lu ra l society  and genocide a crime 

committed ag a in st these gro u p s. It should not be assum ed, however, 

that genocide is inevitable in the h isto ry  of plural so c ie tie s, bu t only 

that th is type  of society p ro v id es the required conditions for 

domestic genocide. The b a rrag e  of genocidal confUcts in p lural 

societies (a s  -for example India on partition , or in B angladesh ) 

indicate that there is a very  close relationship between the plural 

society and genocidal p r a c t i c e s . C o l o n i s a t i o n  h as been a major 

instigator of p lu ral societies an d , a s  the h istory  of A u stralia  and the 

Americas show, colonial and se tt le r  societies conformed to the 

extreme bran d  of plural s t ru c tu re s . In A ustralia a s  in South 

America and the West Indies fo r  in stan ce , substan tial num bers of 

indigenous peoples were wiped out, sometimes as a consequence of 

wars and m assacres^ '', or of d isease  and ecological ch an ge; more 

often than not, however, by deliberate policies of exterm ination.

O verall, as this paper hopes to point out, rep risa l ra id s and 

race riots such  a s  those which took place in Cairns (1876); Cape 

River (1869), C loncurry (1981), Crocodile Creek (1867), Normanton 

(1888), Lam bing Flat (1861) ju s t  name a few, are  only the most 

pronounced exam ples of the marked antipathy and violence which

33. Leo K u p er, 1981, Genocide, it s  Pohtical Use in the Twentieth 
C en tu ry .
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'h aracterised  T*ace relations in the colony. The most su b tle  of racial 

violence are  ex p re sse d  in the police reluctance to in tercep t the illegal 

traffic  of Jap an ese  women into the colony b e c au se , as the 

Commissioner of Police, W.E. P erry  Okeden argu ed : ” The su pp ly  of 

Japanese  women for the Kanaka demand is le s s  rev o ltin g  and 

degrad in g than would be the case were it met by  white women” 

and the unchecked spread of venereal d isease  among A borig ines and 

in the institutionalised  perm ission of force implicit in the reserve  

system , the plantation stru ctu re  and in official discrim ination again st 

Chinese, K anaka, Malay, Indian , Japan ese  and other coloured 

indentured lab o u rers . The experien ces of Japan ese  im baifu and 

Japan ese  p earld iv ers should be understood  within th is con text.

Van den B ergh e's model of race  relations provides an effective 

theoretical framework within which the presence of ethnic communities 

in a p lu ral society , such as T h u rsd ay  Islan d , and the in ter-ethnic 

relations which these developed may be more w holistically and 

critically exam ined. The model not only serv es to s tu d y  socio

economic s tru c tu re s  bu t, also an d , perh aps more im portantly , the 

ways in which those within the s tru c tu re s  associate and re la te  to , as 

well a s  influence one another. It is  hoped that th is ap p roach  puts 

into a more clear perspective the Jap an ese  p ro stitu tes ex p erien ces.

35. Police Commissioner’s R eport, F e b .,  1899, Q ueensland State  
A rch ives ( Q . S . A . ) .



T hursday Islan d ’s  Ethnic Composition

Specim ens of nearly all the European and A siatic nationalities 
are  in evidence. A frica sen d s h er woolly-headed son s from 
X anzibar and the Soudan. The "b lack  broth er" of the United 
S ta te s  answ ers for North A m erica, while South America has 
sp a tted  [sic ] its w anderers in B razilian s, P aragu ay an s and 
C hilians. Creoles from the M auritus mingle with the sea- 
spumed Maltese of the M editerranean and A rabs sw ap lies of 
the d e se rt  with "boy s" from the Coralline ato lls of the 
Pacific.^®

According to C.M.  Young’s A Y ear in the B arrier R eef. The story  

of Corals and of the G reatest of th e ir  C reation s, p u b lish ed  in 1930, 

it was the numerous wrecks and a ttack s made on the su rv iv o rs  by  

the indigenous population from the mainland and the is la n d s , rather 

than the d iscovery  of pearl f ish e ry  which in stiga ted  the first  

settlement on the island. In 1862, Mr. John Ja rd in e , Police 

M agistrate of Rockhampton was appointed Government R esiden t in the 

T orres S tra it  and he established a small settlement on A lbany Island 

which, a y e ar  la ter, was tran sfe rre d  to Somerset on the mainland 

opposite. Som erset was not a port of p articu lar im portance an d , for 

the rap id ly  developing pearling in d u stry , its distance from the actual 

fisheries p resen ted  a major draw back . In 1875 the settlem ent was 

moved from Som erset to T hursday  Islan d . When the Q ueensland Coast 

Island’s Act was p assed  three y e ars  la te r , the whole of the T orres 

Strait Islan d s - hitherto nominally independent - were an nexed  to the 

State of Q ueensland.

36. R eport of the Departmental Commission on the P earl shell and 
Beche-de-M er F isheries, Qld.  V & P, 1, 1897, vo l. II, p .
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The dominant factors which produced  and fo rged  T h u rsd ay  

Island’s  p lu ra l society , however, were p u rely  economic in n atu re . In 

fact a s  Evans has argued , without the incentive of capitalism 

T h u rsd ay  Islan d  would have n ever gone beyond the p h a se  of being 

merely a s tra te g ic  base for the Q ueensland governm ent. ^

T h u rsd ay  Island managed to reach  such  an e x trao rd in ary  racial 

d iversity  that it soon came to be commonly known a s  the ’s in k  of the 

Pacific’ . The V arious nationalities p re sen t on T h u rsd ay  Islan d  were 

directly  or indirectly  involved in some aspect of the f ish e r ie s . 

Europeans held a monopoly over the managerial and adm inistrative 

positions su ch  as bank m anagers, governm ent and church  o ffic ia ls, 

pearl and p earl shell dealers and m anagers of f ish in g  station s. 

Others were also  hotel-keepers and sto rek eep ers. Those "in  charge" 

were mainly white men, a situation which p ersisted  fo r many y e ars . 

There were even  a number of Europeans on a rtic le s .  ̂® Similarly

the variou s g rou p s identified a s  "b lac k s"  - that is "every o n e  not 

absolutely  white" - were not ch aracterised  by  factors of occupational 

specialisation . T hus, Japanese and Indians perform ed the work of 

boat b u ild ers a t one stage , while other Asian nationals w ere involved 

in running b oard in g  houses or w orking a s  se rv an ts . The Chinese 

operated m arket gardens and other s to r e s , and the M alays controlled 

the illicit and highly popular Che fa  dens^^ - opium sm oking dens 

which gen era lly  functioned at the back  of general s t o r e s . In

sy n th esis , indentures and other coloured w orkers en g aged  in

37. G. E v an s, o p . c it . , p . 113.

38. C.M . Y oun g, 1930, A Year on the B arrier R eef. T he S to ry  of
C orals and of the Greatest of th eir C reations, London, p .  163.
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• •ecupations which a primarily rac ist system - one whose basic 

motivation was the maximisation of p ro fits  - allowed them to perform .

A sim ilar hierarchical s tru c tu re  was found among the 

indigenous population. The supposed  superiority of is lan d ers over 

Papuans and Aborigines being reflected  in the hard cash  of wage 

d ifferen tials. In general terms the hierarchy approxim ated that of 

contemporary scientific racism, with North Europeans at the top of 

the h ierarch ical ladder, black skinned peoples at the bottom and the 

rest d istr ib u ted  according to their position along the colour 

spectrum . Occupational stratification  along racial Unes does not 

appear to have occurred on the board . On the co n trary , they 

provided the representatives of every  ethnic group on T h u rsd ay  

Island, with the exception of T orres Strait Islanders and mainland 

A borigines, employment in the fish eries as d ivers, men in charge and 

boat crew s indiscrim inately. Islan ders were never engaged  a s  d ivers 

on the ap p ara tu s  boats and Aborigines were assigned to the positions 

of swimming a s  divers and boat crew s exclusively. In the early  

1900’s an anon37Tnous islander analysed the situation th u s:

England number one. 
Jap an ese  number two. 
Malayo, Manila bloody fool 
South sea aU same."^°

The situation  was, however, much more complex. H istorically , 

it must be understood as the product of the marine in d u stry  on the

40. L ectu re  on Inter-ethnic Relations (Sociology D ep t.) attended at 
the U n iversity  of New England, Armidale, in 1983.



one hand and government policy on the other. The situ ation  can be 

sum marised in terms of two simple discrim inations. E u ropeans, 

mostly A n glo-A ustralian s, occupied the commanding h e igh ts of 

in d u stry , commerce, government, rehgion and the m ilitary. Non- 

Europeans w ere subordinate and bound in service to them by  one 

means or an oth er. (The Japan ese  d ivers would un doubted ly  have 

penetrated  the upper stratum  by  taking control of the marine 

in d u stry , h ad  they not been prevented  by special legislation.)'*^^ 

The non-European  population was again  divided between fo re ign  and 

indigenous people , each group bein g  subject to sep ara te  regu lation s 

and economic p rac tice s.

The gen eral attitude to the islan d ’s coloured peoples was not 

any d ifferen t to those held b y  whites around the colony tow ard non- 

C aucasians .

In m id-June 1888 during a fe stiv a l among the Malay Community 

in Normanton, a Malay murdered three white men. T h is atrocity  

provided the n ecessary  ’scapegoat’ fo r  a full-scale race rio t by  the 

Europeans. As the Hon. A. H. Palmer later explained  to the 

Queensland L eg islative  Assem bly, ’’The outrage . . .  only led to what 

had been culm inating for a long time” .'*^ The whites of Normanton, 

exhibiting s ig n s  of both ’’g reat excitem ent” and ’’pan ic” , met at the 

School of A rts  on the 16th June and in a fiery  m eeting, durin g  

which all C hinese and other coloured men present ’’were se ized  and 

dragged  out and thrown in the s t re e t” . Lynchings w ere advocated

41. B ach , J . ,  1961, ’The Political Economy of P earl-sh e llin g ,
Economic H istory Review, 14. 1 : 105-14.
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md the governm ent called upon to remove every  alien from the 

colony. T h at evening coloured se rv an ts  were d ism issed b y  their 

white em ployers and 200 whites gath ered  on the Normanton wharf. 

Armed with f ire stic k s  they proceeded to the alien q u arte r  and began 

to se t fire  to it'^^ while the coloured inhabitants fled . Eighteen 

houses w ere bu rn t to the grou n d . The rioting continued the 

following d ay  with special constab les being sworn in to aid the 

regu lar police bu t to no avail. As the then Colonial S e c re ta ry , B. D.  

Morehead d escrib ed  the incident:

The white people of Normanton became panic stricken  and rose 
almost en m asse against the coloured people th ere ; the police 
found that the only way in which they could p ro tect the 
coloured people was to put them on board the hulk in the 
r iv e r . The number of police was not sufficient to deal with 
che alaiost iiear rev^olution which took place at Normanton.

A part from substantial num bers of Malays seq u este red  in the 

hulk, a v a r ie ty  of other coloured men were placed on b o ard . Even 

an American Negro who had ju st  arriv ed  on a steam er was seized . 

The white se t t le r s  demanded that the entire population of coloured 

people be fo rc ib ly  deported and the detainees were finally  offered 

the choice of facin g  the hostile mob or being sen t to T h u rsd ay  

Island. T h ey  w isely chose the la tte r  alternative. In Parliam ent, A. 

H. Palmer s ta te d  boldly that he w ished:

. . .  to vindicate the name and fa ir  fame of Normanton in this 
a f fa ir . The people there were driven to g reat s t r a i t s  and I 
believe they acted in a self-contained and m oderate manner, 
con sid erin g  the circum stances in which they were p laced . The 
m aterial fo r the breaking out had existed  there fo r  months and 
p erh ap s y ears  p ast , a s  a v e ry  large  number of those alien and 
v e ry  objectionable races were congregated there an d  were a 
so re  in the midst of the people . . .  I do not know eith er if it 
was a v e ry  illegal act to deport those men . . .  I do not think 
there is  a town in A ustrah a where the people would su ffe r

43. Q u een slan d er, 28 Jun e, 1888.



quietly what the Norman ton people su ffered . So that there is 
v ery  little , if any, blame attach ed  to them for tak in g  the law 
into their own hands.

In respon se to Palmer’s justification  of Lynch Law in the cause of 

white domination, however, the Prem ier, Sir Thomas Macilwraith 

said ,

The people of Normanton were never in the sh g h te st  danger 
from the coloured men who were expelled . . .  There n ever was 
the s lig h te st  . . .  [chance] that the white people there  would 
not be able to protect them selves again st the b lack s.

Yet M acilwraith recognised another d an ger which he also  in terpreted  

in terms of the in terests of Q ueensland’s  white population. This 

danger was ’’ that by  some act on the part of the people of 

Normanton, the fa ir  fame of the colony might be tarn ish ed ".

In Ju ly  1888 the expelled p a r ty  of eighty-four coloured men 

"chiefly M alays, but including Sp an ish , French and American 

coloured subjects"'^ '' arrived at T h u rsd ay  Island b y  steam er and the 

police, an tic ipatin g  trouble from th ese  disgruntled p a s se n g e r s  were 

again called on. The reception the new arrivals obtained from the 

small number of white residents was once again h ostile . T h is was 

due to the fac t that the ex istin g  num bers and v arie ty  of coloured 

ra c e s , ch iefly  indentured coloured labourers were re g ard e d  as 

’already too troublesom e, being la rg e ly  in excess of the European 

residen ts"

44. Q .P .D ., o p . c i t . ,  p p . 296-7.

45. Q ueenslander, 17 Ju ly  1888, and 10 October 1888: T h is latter 
re feren ce  indicated that a certedn Louis M endis, a leading 
C ingalese residen t of Colombo w as taking up the cau se  of the 
Normanton "ex ile s" through the Ceylon Government.



The re sp o n se s  dem onstrated above to non-Caucasian  races, 

both indigenous and foreign , b y  the white people of Normanton and 

T hursday  Islan d  are eloquent exam ples in microcosm of a general 

colonial a ttitu d e  to coloured peoples which was p revalen t at this 

time.

46. The y e a r s  1887 to 1889 m arked the peak of v iru len t anti- 
Chinese agitation in Q ueensland with rioting in cen tres as fa r  
ap art a s  B risb an e , Clermont an d  Croydon. At th is same time 
colonial L ib erals had been su c c e ssfu l in en su rin g  the expulsion 
of M elanesian labourers from the colony - a deportation  which 
was to take effect from 1 Ja n u a ry  1891.



’Brown Dots of S o c ie ty ’

The Shimabara R evolts

There were times when I had noth ing bu t water to drink in the 
morning: Noon would come, then the sun  would se t and night 
fall - and I still hadn’t even had the neck of a sweet potato  to 
eat. ^

The physica l transition of an indiv idual from one society  to 

another is in stiga ted  b y  ’’feelings of fru stra tio n  and inadequacy  - 

whatever their cau se ” .  ̂ Demographic an aly sis of the Am akusa 

Islands has shown that in the case of the Japanese  women who 

ventured abroad th ese  appear to have been  economic in n atu re . The 

origins of Jap an e se  emmigration can b e  traced  back to Ja p a n ’s 

renowned Three Exclusion D ecrees. The is su e  of these o rd ers in the 

early 1600s b rou gh t Japan ’s th riv in g  and prom ising ph ase  of 

expansion to an ab ru p t conclusion by  c lo sin g  the country to foreign  

trade and travel with only a few s tr ic t ly  hmited exception s. Close

Interviews with women who, now in their n ineties, had been 
p ro stitu tes a s  young g ir ls , conducted b y  Tomoko Yam azaki in 
Sandakan No. 8 Brothel, Bulletin  of Concerned S c h o la rs , N o .; 
7, Oct-Dec 1975.

S .N . E in sen stad t, ’The A bsorption  of Immigrants’ in Gordon 
Bowker and John C arrier, R ace and Ethnic R elation s, 
Sociological R ead ings (1976), p . 41.



examination of the contents of these docum ents clearly  indicate the 

gradual development of a policy of almost complete isolation . The 

latter, is an h istorical phenomenon which, while simple su p erfic ia lly , 

is highly complex and provides the framework within which a number 

of sign ificant economic factors developed. Of particu lar importance 

to this stu d y  is  the fact that these o rd e rs  contributed to the exodus 

of substan tial num bers of men an d , p articu lar ly  women, from Ja p a n .

A d d ressed  in the form of a memorandum to the two G overnors 

of N agasaki b y  the Koju Sakai Takam atsu^ and three other high 

officers of the B akufu , the 1633 o r d e r s ’ main provisions went as 

follows:

(i) It is  s tr ic tly  forbidden for any v e sse l without a valid licence to 

leave Jap an  for a foreign country .

(ii) No Jap an ese  subject may leave fo r  a foreign  country  in any 

vessel without a valid licence.

(iii) Jap an ese  su b jects who have re sid ed  abroad shall be pu t to 

death if they return to Jap an . Exception is made fo r  those 

who have resided  abroad fo r le s s  than five y ears  an d  have 

been unavoidably detained. . T hey shall be exem pt from 

punishm ent but if they attempt to go abroad again  th ey  are to 

be put to death.

Takam atsu is situated on the islan d  of Shikoku and literally  
tran slated  means high (taka) pines (m atsu ).

Lecture attended in 1984 on Jap an e se  Foreign Policy (Sh ikoku , 
Takam atsu Shi, Kawaga-Ken, Ja p a n ) .



The a rtic le s  which followed^ deal principally with the search  

for C hristian  converts and fo r m issionaries who were e ith er already 

in h iding in Jap an  or being sm uggled in at various Ja p a n e se  p o rts .

The total exclusion policy’s th ird  and final m easure , taken in 

1639, ap p e ars  to have been caused  b y  a r isin g  in K yushu  in 1637-38, 

known a s  the Shimabara Revolt, in which an army of p e a sa n ts  from 

the islan d  of Amakusa and the neigh bouring  Shim abara Pen insu la held 

out for a  number of weeks ag a in st a powerful force  m obilised by 

western b aro n s at the order of the Yedo Government. The slau gh ter 

was b a rb ar ic , led by  soldiers who had fought u n d er Christian 

generals in the Civil Wars; the in su rg e n ts  were mainly poor country 

people who h ad  been joined b y  a number of d isaffected  Sam u rai.^

The x*evolt was primarily a m anifestation aga in st the o p pressive  

role of feu dal lords in an iso lated  and backward region  - not a 

rehgious u p r is in g . However, there is no doubt that a  su b stan tia l 

number of the insurgen ts were in sp ired  to take p a rt  in the figh tin g  

by their le ad e r ’s  Christian fa ith . In fac t, their b an n ers were 

inscribed with the names of Sain ts and  with such legen d s a s  ’’P raise  

to the B le sse d  Sacrament” . W hatever the cau se , th is rebellion 

brought an end to overt Christian w orship in Jap an . T rack in g  down 

behevers and hunting out m issionaries became the au th oritie s main 

objective.

5. There were seventeen artic le s in total.

6. L ecture  attended at Tam akatsu , o p . c it .



Ja p a n ’s  equivalent of Europe’s ’’"Witchraze” h ad , b y  1625, 

reached its  ap o gee , Christianity had been  either erad icated  or driven  

underground in most p arts of Ja p a n , though sporadic re v iv a ls  of 

martyrdoms continued to occur fo r two more decades. In certain  

places p e a sa n ts , encouraged by m issionaries in h id in g, m aintained 

their C hristian  faith  by worshipping se c re tly .

Shuman Armate, the examination of sects - a  k ind of 

Inquisition - w as estabhshed in Yedo in 1640. By 1664, all daimyos 

of 10.000 Koku and above were in stru c ted  to estab lish  a sim ilar 

office. The methods by which the board  of inquiry  identified  

practicing  C h ristian s were, with time, a s  cruel as those employed b y  

the infamous Span ish  Inquisition. The te st  of tram pling on the c ro ss  

(fumie) was in troduced . The reasons fo r  this practice can be found 

in the d is tr ic t ’s  attempts to eradicate C hristianity which had been 

introduced in the 16th century. In o rd er to abohsh the p rac tice  of 

this fa ith , the entire population was req u ired  annually to tram ple on 

a Christian e ff ig y .

A re g is te r  of persons resident in their parish  was k e p t . T h is 

one had p artic u la rs  of b irth , death , marital s ta tu s , a s  well as 

occupation. More importantly, it included a h st of those who, due to 

absence, had not been tested . In the p u rsu it of C h ristia n s , the 

Buddhist c le rg y  were called upon to act as poUce ag e n ts  fo r  the 

B aku fu .

The re co rd s kept by the m issionaries of the time, a s  well as 

the documents of the Shogunate itse lf , give clear ind ications a s  to 

the brutedity of the suppression  of the Christian community which



undoubtedly w as a m assacre of p easan ts  merely masked a s  a relig ious 

pu rge. The re su lt  of this ’inquisition ’ was that the population of 

Amakusa declined by  half. The following year, in an e ffo rt  to 

increase its  population and in turn  its  production, the Shogunate 

began to implement a policy of resettlem ent in A m akusa.”̂ T h u s, 

numbers of people were forcefully allotted to the Imperial and various 

other domains of K yushu, a practice  which went on fo r approxim ately  

fifty  y e a r s .

This resettlem ent policy had d evastatin g  affects on Amakusa 

since an in crease  in population did not automatically lead to an 

increase in productiv ity , bu t ra th er to fu rth er  p o verty . 

Concurrently, the Tokugawa Period was coming to an end and the 

great social reform s known as the Meiji Restoration w ere, ap a rt from 

abolishing the prohibition aga in st C hristianity, allowing free 

movement to and from the islan d . The basic stru ctu re  of a very  

exploitative sy stem , however, did not change and the p easan t was 

faced with the only avenue open to him /her - em m igration. For

many Am akusa women the immigration process had fu rth er 

implications - prostitu tion .

From the accurate population and taxation records which have 

been k ep t, K . Mori has been able to estab lish  that between 1691 and 

1886 the Am akusa Islands population trebled, while production  

increased b y  a  facto r of only 1.08.® In comparing the r e g is te r  for 

the village of Takahama for the y e a rs  1829, 1849 and 1859 with the

7. T . Yam azaki, Hachiban Shokan ( ’Sandakan No. 8 B roth e l’ ) ,  
Bulletin  of Concerned Asian S c h o la rs , No. 7, O c t .-D e c ., 1975.

8. K . Mori, Jinsh in  Baibi: K aigai D ekasegi Onng, L a sa , p .  177.



taxation re c o r d s , Mori aptly dem onstrates that it was the households 

with e ith er a  small output or a large  family who were dependent on 

one or more members of the family working away from home to keep 

the family so lv en t. Of particu lar sign ificance to th is s tu d y  is the 

fact that from sim ilar records Mori is able to show that b y  1862 it 

was the women who were being sent away.

The Shim abara region continued to be economically dependent 

on emmigration until the second world war. By 1941 approxim ately 

one-sixth  of the population was recorded  a s  being abroad . Amongst 

its em m igrants females continued to be over-represen ted . The 

capital A m akusa women working o v erseas managed to send home did 

more than ju s t  help keep their fam ilies solvent. In fac t , p rio r to 

World War II, the Osaka Maimichi Shimbun calculated that 

approxim ately Y 200,000 were being sen t home on an annual b a s is  by  

Amakusa women working abroad . T h is figu re , according to K . Mori 

made a su b stan tia l contribution to the import surp lus of the reg io n .  ̂

The Fukuoka Daily News of 9 Septem ber 1926, in an artic le  on 

Japanese  p ro stitu te s  overseas entitled ’A Land of Women’ , claimed 

that ’’T hese women . . .  who journeyed o verseas from the fo u r v illages 

under the ju risd ictio n  of the Kohama Government seat (Shim abara) 

sent more than  12,000 Yen home la st  y ear . The total fo r  the 30 

villages and towns which comprise the Shimabara Peninsula easily  

broke the Y 30,000 mark in the la s t  year alone." A ccording to a 

History of Ja p a n e se  Expansion O verseas by  Irie T orajiri, in 1900, the 

Japanese o v e rse a s  in Siberia, mainly Vladivostock, sen t back  to 

Japan the sum of approxim ately one million yen ; of th is , a 

substan tial Y 630,000 derived from the p ro stitu tes.

9. I b id .,  p .  212.



The Fukuoka Daily News of Septem ber 9, 1926, in an article  on 

Japanese  p ro stitu te s  overseas was ad v isin g  its read ers that the 

women who had journeyed overseas from the four v illages u n der the 

jurisdiction  of the Kohama Government seat [Shim abara] had sent 

more than 12,000 Yen home the p rev io u s year and that in the period 

of one year alone the total fo r the 30 villages and towns which 

comprised the Shim abara Peninsula had gone beyond 300,000 Yen.

D espite the incredible sum s of money which involved the 

p ro stitu tes e n te rp rise , the K aray u k i-san  a s  well as other p ro stitu tes 

rarely  m anaged to keep even a small fraction of the la rge  p ro fits . 

This rea lity  is  exemplified by  M uraokas’s foilwing account.

The women write le tters home and send money ev ery  month. 
T heir p aren ts  are re a ssu re d  and gain certain repute  in the 
neighbourhood. Then the v illage headman h ears of it and 
im poses an income tax . It is  h ard  to tell ju st  how much good 
the country  gets out of t h i s .^ °  (italics ad d ed ).

Mori K atsum i’s extensive work in the Amakusa reg ion , from 

where most of the p ro stitu tes fo r South-east A sia came, clearly 

indicates that prostitution p layed  a significant role in the

development of Japanese  wealth in Malaya. The fact that these 

Chinese cap ita lists  would never ac c e ss  money to Jap an ese  fo r any 

purposes o th er than to invest in prostitu tion^^; fo r  in stance, 

opening a b ro th e l, organ ising fo r  g ir ls  to be procured and so on, 

indicates the h ighly profitable re tu rn s  this enterprise  w as able to 

produce.

10. T . Yam azaki, ’Sandakan No. 8, Brothel’ , 1972, p . 58.

11. I b id . , p . 166.



Fu rth er evidence of the economic impact Japan ese  p ro stitu te s  

had on their home towns and the communities within which they 

worked, comes from Irie T orajiri’s  work entitled Hajin K aigai Hatenshi 

published in 1942. Torajiri claims th at when the Consul General in 

Singapore finally  closed the broth els in 1920, the withdraw al of the 

capital with which these brothels had backed various other Jap an ese  

en terprises had both immediate and  devastating rep ercu ssio n s 

throughout the Japan ese  community.

This situation  is eloquently e x p re sse d  in the case  of a  doctor 

from Fukuoka Prefecture who, in the Netherlands East Indies was 

able to acqu ire  coconut and ru b b e r  plantations with money he 

borrowed from the local brothels.

Some o b se rv e rs  argued that the Japan ese  p ro stitu te s ’ impact on 

their home towns went beyond econom ics. In 1896 the Jap an  Weekly 

Mail maintained th at, in the wave of Japan ese  immigration to South 

East Asia and beyond, the p ro stitu te s  had played the role of 

pioneers p re p ar in g  the way for Ja p a n e se  trad e rs . Hence, when a 

group of five  or s ix  women settled  in a p o rt, the Jap an ese  m erchants 

soon followed with the products to ca te r  for their variou s needs. 

The p aper went on to say  that following the arrived of the m erchants 

came the la b o u re r s . One of the most detailed and b e st  documented 

sources of Jap an ese  prostitution o v e r se a s , Myaoka K enji’s  Sh o fu : 

Kaigai R y u ro k i, su pports the Jap an  Weekly Mail’s cledms. Myaoka^^

12. Ib id . ,  p .  210.

13, K . M yaoka, Shofu Kaigai R y u ro k i, T okyo ., 1968, p .  105. The 
A ustralian  National L ib rary  holds a  copy of the catalogue of a 
collection of approxim ately 3 ,600 tex ts w ritten b y  Japan ese



indicates that when the first Jap an ese  shop in Shangai, the Tash iro- 

Ya, began  b u sin ess in 1868, p art  of its stock  was Japan ese  

cosm etics. The prostitu tes h ad , he claimed, already made th eir way 

to th is location. The procu rer Muraoka Ihegi, in seek in g  to 

rationalise h is work, further corroborates this aspect of the Japan ese  

p ro stitu tes sojourn  by  stating that:

Put a whorehouse anywhere in the wilds of the South  Pacific 
and p re tty  soon you’ve got a gen era l store there to go  with it. 
Then c lerk s come from Jap an . T hey grow independent, and go 
into b u sin e ss  for them selves. A company will open up a branch 
office. Even the m aster of the whorehouse will open up a 
b u sin e ss  because he ge ts  tired  of being known a s  a  pimp. 
Inside of a year or so land developers are on the increase . 
Meanwhile Japanese sh ips begin  to call. Before long the place 
is th riv in g .

In 1893, in a response to the su bstan tia l num bers of Japanese  

men and women who were leaving Jap an  a s  well a s  to the country ’s 

economic n eed s, the Japanese Diet g ran ted  Y 10,000 to ca te r  for the 

cost of the su rv ey  of overseas te rr ito rie s  which were likely  to be 

suitable for Japan ese  immigration. Of this amount, Y 2,000 was 

allocated to K . Watanabe to v isit and submit a report on A u stralia  as 

well a s  some islands in the P acific . The rep ort o ffe rs  the

historian one of the most reliable so u rce s regard in g  the tra ffick in g  of 

Japanese  women (a practice which, in Watanabe’s time, was in its 

ap o g ee ), as well as a description of the means by  which th ese  were 

procured and a detailed assessm ent of the p ro stitu te s ’ operations in

immigTants since 1860, which Myaoka managed to am ass while 
employed by  the Osaka Shosen  Shipping Company. The books 
dealt basically  with accounts of their o v erseas trav e l or 
re sid e n c e .

14. T . Yam azaki, op . c it . ,  p .5 8 .

15. D .C . S isso n s, ’K araku y k i-San : Japanese  P ro stitu te s  in 
A u stra lia , 1887-1916’ , H istorical S tu d ie s , 17, 1976-77, P arts I 
and II.



Darwin. W atanabe's report also contains some in terestin g  sta tistica l 

information concerning the trad e . There were, he w rote , twelve 

Japan ese  p ro stitu te s  distributed am ongst three major b ro th e ls , each 

containing 3 to 4 women. These had arrived  in Darwin specifica lly  

to work a s  p ro stitu te s  after having phed their trade in e ith er Hong 

Kong or S in gap ore . They were all originally  from K yushu  - Ja p a n ’s 

southernm ost islan d ; the majority from N agasaki p re fe c tu re . Their 

ages ranged  mainly from 24 to 30 y e a r s  old, although some w ere only 

in their e a r ly - te e n s .

The p ro c e ss  of traffick ing women involved prim arily the role of 

four major ch arac te rs : the p ro cu re r , whose function it w as to find 

families of poor means and o ffer the victim Y 20-30; the captain s of 

foreign sh ip s  who organised the sm uggling of the women to Hong 

Kong or Canton for which they obtained Y 50-60 p e r  c ap ita ; the 

receiving pimp at whose brothel the women would be accommodated 

and the victim . The latter would be tran sferred  to a f ish in g  boat as 

soon a s  they  were beyond the rad iu s of surveillance b y  the Water 

Police. At Hong Kong the women would be sold fo r a s  much as Y 

300 p e r  cap ita . The traffickers would then return  to Ja p a n  and 

repeat the whole process. What Watanabe’s rep o rt does not

mention is the fact that brothels in Japan  played an im portant p art 

in the tra ffick in g  process. Emplojrment offices fo r p ro stitu te s  and 

Geisha functioned as centres from which girls were d istr ib u ted  

whenever there  was the g reatest demand for them both in Jap an  and 

abroad . Loans of money, prom ises of an easy  living and g re a t  gains

16. Ib id .

17. K . W atanabe, Goshu tanken Hokokusho (Gainusho T su sh o k y k y , 
1894) p .  281. (A copy of th is tex t in held b y  the A ustralian  
National U niversity , menzies L ib ra ry , Ref. No. OS 39 50/3354.)



were u su al incentives employed to secu re  the women. The attitude 

shown b y  cou rts in Japan regard in g  financial obligations no matter 

what the c red ito r 's  motives were, made it com paratively sa fe  to risk  

money in th is tra ffic .

It is d ifficu lt to establish  ju st  how many women w ere fo rced  to 

leave fo r the purposes of prostitution  o verseas. W hatever their 

num bers, there  appear to have been enough of them fo r  the 

Salvation Army to have estabhshed a rescu e  home fo r  g ir ls  a t Dalny. 

A ccording to one source, in all the p o rts  of the F ar  E a st , in the 

cities of the western coast of the U . S . ,  in Korea, M anchuria and 

S iberia , Jap an ese  Imbaifu were counted 'by the h u n d red s and in 

some p lace s , b y  the thousands’ .

Reliable sources on the methods employed by  p ro c u re rs  for the 

traffick in g  of women su ggest that their sojurn was overall neither 

safe nor p ro fitab le . As late as 1906 the revised criminal code in 

Japan ese  law provided that person s who were gu ilty  of p ersu ad in g  

g ir ls to work in foreign countries would be liable to the same 

punishm ent, since it was required for g ir ls  who had been  so  lu red  to 

return  to Jap an  for evidence. The effectiveness in p rev en tin g  such 

traffic  was exceedingly  doubtful. The following case  illu s tra te s  this 

situation c learly .

In Septem ber 1906, a man named Hattori was a r r e s te d  in 

Naguya fo r  p rocurin g  women to America. When he w as qu estion ed  it

18. V . G.  M urphy, 1908, The Social Evil in Ja p a n  an d  Allied 
S u b je c ts , fourth edition, p . 23. A copy of th is v e ry  detailed 
work is  held in the National L ib ra ry ’s Oriental C ollection.

19. Same women were despatched a s  fa r  west as M auritious.



-vas found that he had been u sing the p assp o rts of women who had 

gone to Am erica several years before and who were fa lse ly  reported  

to have re tu rn ed  to Japan . By havin g young women im personate the 

persons to whom the p assp o rts were originally issu e d , and  b y  u sin g  

the p a s sp o r ts  time and time again he had sent substan tia l num bers of 

women to Am erica. In most cases it appears that the women were 

deceived a s  to the type of employment they were to en gage  in upon 

their a rr iv a l in America. H attori’s  brother, M asutaro, lived in 

Seattle and took charge of the women as soon a s  they  landed, 

d isposin g  of some by  selling them and keeping others fo r  his own 

establishm ent.

In the course of five years M asutaro had sent H attori $15,000 

in payment fo r  g ir ls  sent to him. Hattori had a la rge  da iry  farm 

near N agoya. Upon his a rre st  he was in possession  of a le tte r  from 

Seattle which had been sent to him b y  his brother. The le tte r  gave 

clear in stru ction s as to how the traffick in g  procedures were to be 

followed. The letter read:

As fa r  a s  possib le send poor g ir ls  from the country  who have 
never had anything to do with men. The last lot is  g iv in g  me 
much trouble and I am afra id  that I shall not even  get the 
b arga in  money out of them. They are too common. I intend 
to work them a while and then cast them off. You m ust not be 
too s t r ic t  on girls en route. I f , a fter loading, th ey  should 
run aw ay to some distant in terior place it would be d ifficu lt to 
catch them again . Of the lot before the last Koto h as a good 
face - is  stro n g  and takes well with white men - A m ericans. 
She h as already caught sev era l lovers and is h av in g  a  jolly 
time. Sh izu , of the same lot, is weak and is in the hosp ital at 
p re se n t . It may be n ec e ssa ry  to give her some rough 
treatm en t^ ° and settle her ca se . It is best to make Seattle  or 
V ictoria the place of landing. Vancouver is no good. Tacoma 
is a lr ig h t but as fa r  as po ssib le  land them at Seattle  or 
V ictoria.

20. KHl h e r .

21. V. G. M urphy, o p .c it . ,  p . 2 7



After se rv in g  a sentence of 20 days in jail for v iolating p a ssp o rt 

regulations H attori was released .

A man a rre ste d  in N agasaki in 1906 for m urdering a  woman 

while sm uggling  a company of women to China, con fessed  to having 

enticed 1800 women and g irls to leave the country d u rin g  the 

preceding th irteen  y ears . Some of them had been sen t for the 

pu rposes of prostitu tion . He had a large  number of men and women 

in charge continually securing young women, most of whom came from 

country a r e a s , and collecting them at the ports from whence they 

were sm uggled abroad . The young woman he had m urdered had 

apparently  re fu se d  to yield to h is ad v an ces. A ccording to some

reports th is had been done in order to intimidate the other women of 

the company.

In the case  of the g ir ls who had reg istered  a s  p ro stitu te s  in 

Japan  and who had later been sent abroad , there was v e ry  little 

chance of e scap in g  their cred itors. In the early  1890’s ,  fo r  in stan ce, 

a p a ssa g e  from Japan  to T h u rsd ay  Island through the normal 

channels would cost approxim ately Y 12 ,^^  yet many you n g  women 

incurred d eb ts which at times exceeded  Y 100 which th ey  were 

forced to p ay  back  by  the means of prostitu tion . E scape and return  

to Japan  meant that they and their su retie s were liable fo r  aU the 

debts in cu rred . That is , even if there had been opportun ities for 

securing  freedom , very  few would have taken the ste p s  to do so .

22 T . H attori, 1894, Nankyu no Shinshokim in, Tokyo,



A clear p ic tu re  of the A u stralian -b ased  creditor’s  ’’ connection” 

and what th is involved in real term s fo r the Japan ese  women 

concerned can be obtained from two reliab le sou rces. In 1893 three 

p ro stitu tes w ere placed in quaran tin e. According to the 

communications from the Government R esident on T h u rsd ay  Islan d , 

the women had  come from Hong Kong and were heading for 

Norman ton and Croydon. The fa re s  had been paid by  a Jap an ese  

resident of T h u rsd ay  Island named Chiyokichi with whom they 

claimed to be' ’’u n der agreem ent” . ^^ Two of the women had been 

bought from th e ir  p aren ts for a m eagre Y 80.

In 1874 the arrival of a  p ro stitu te  named Hashimoto U sa , aged 

21, who had come from N agasaki p re fe c tu re , was communicated to the 

Home S e cre ta ry  b y  the same sou rce . Hashimato claimed that in June 

of that y ear in N agasaki she had been approached b y  a man named 

Kanishi who had offered her to be taken to visit her s is te r  who ran 

a lodging house in Singapore. She ag reed  and at m idnight, along 

with ten other g i r l s , and without p a s s p o r t s , she boarded a saihng 

sh ip . Upon reach in g  Shanghai they had been tran sfe rre d , without 

landing, to a  steam er bound for Hong Kong. There they had all been 

put into a lo d g in g  house. The pro p rie to r of the lodging h ou se , who 

Hashimoto su sp e c te d  of having paid  a large  amount of money to 

Kanishi fo r h e r , advised  her that without a p assp o rt it would be 

impossible fo r h er to land in S ingapore and had p re ssed  h er to go on 

to T h u rsd ay  Islan d  instead where, he argu ed , a p a ssp o rt  was not 

needed.

23. Q . S . A .  55/1,  C . S . O . ,  93/14648,



She had no choice but to accep t, and left for T h u rsd ay  Island 

in the company of other Japanese women in the same predicam ent, 

under the w atchful eye of a Jap an ese  named M atsubara. Upon their 

arrival in T h u rsd ay  Island she had been  handed over to a  brothel 

keeper named Sh iosak i. The final face of the transaction re su lted  in 

an agreem ent betw een her and Shiosaki in which she accepted  h aving 

incurred a dept of Y 100 and which sh e  undertook to pay  him the 

amount b y  the means of prostitution . Ironically, in re tro sp e c t, the 

only consolation would be knowledge th at the average monthly income 

of a Jap an ese  p ro stitu te  was h igher in A ustraha than anyw here else 

in the w orld. In A ustralia their p e r  capita income av eraged  Y 400 

(Y 209 in Ind ia; Y 120 in Singapore and Y 100 in Hong K on g). The 

rate of exchange at the time being approxim ately 1 s tg .  = 10 Y en .^^

The Ja  ua/i IV eekl y Mail’s claimed migration pattern  of the 

imbaifu had a lread y  been ra ised  in the Queensland Parliament in 

Hoolan in 1893. Hoolan went a step  fu rth e r , however, and claimed 

that the people mainly instrum ental in b rin g in g  them there (re fe rr in g  

to T h u rsd ay  Islan d ) were "prominent public m en".^^ Hoolan does 

not, un fortun ately  quedify h is statem ent or elaborate on the 

procedures employed by  these people to p u rsu e  the ex e rc ise . There 

is eAndence to su g g e s t ,  however, that in addition to the international 

syndicates involved in the supply  of Jap an ese  women, there a re  also 

a number of Chinese and other small operators who acted  a s  

individuals o r synd icates and in v ested  in groups of Jap an ese

24. D . C .  S is so n s , o p .c it .

25. The Ja p a n  Weekly Mail, 30 May, 1896.



prostitutes.^®  The fact that Chinese cap ita lists  in Singapore were not 

prepared to lend money to Japan ese  o th er than for the p u rp o se s of 

setting up b ro th e ls su g gests  that the trad e  and overall en terp rise  

was extrem ely lucrative  as well as h igh ly  organ ised .

In fa c t , the gradual growth of prostitution  into a la rg e  and 

commercialised en terprise  involved considerable financial investm ent 

and, in turn  generated  enormous p ro fit s . It is v e ry  d ifficu lt to

establish  ex ac tly  how much money Jap an ese  procu rers and other 

investors in the trade made from Jap an e se  p rostitu tes w orking in 

A ustralia. However, in K an sas, fo r  exam ple, it was estim ated that 

the red light d istr ic t was worth at lea st four hundred thousand 

dollars in capital investm ent; while in Chicago, reform ers estim ated 

that an astou n d in g  15 million dollars of b u sin ess  revolved around the 

traffic  of w o m e n . A s  one reform er pointed out, ’a g ir l rep resen ts 

as a pro fession al prostitute a cap italised  value four times greater 

than she would represen t as a h ard  w orking industrial w orker’ .

Although in 1891 the case of C hung M usgrave concluded that 

an alien who had been restric ted  en try  into A ustralia had no legal 

standing^®, colonial governments ap p eared  to be u n prepared  to put 

the Crown prero gativ e  into p ractice  to deny entry to imm igrants on 

such catgegoriea . To exemplify th is situation  is the re sp o n se  given 

by the Western A ustralian Prem ier to a deputation which demanded

26. K. D aniels ( e d . ) ,  So Much H ard Work. Women and Prostitution  
in A ustralian  History (1984).

27. Ruth R osen , The Lost S isterh o od . Prostitution in  America, 
1900-1918 (c . 1982).

28. R . Rosen,- ib id . , p.72.

29. M usgrave v . Chung Teeong T oy  (1891), AC 272.



by the Western A ustralian Premier to a deputation which demanded 

the closure of japan ese  brothels in G eralton. He replied that ’’There 

was a d ifficu lty  in this matter and u n less  they prohibited the in g re ss  

of Japan ese  altogether they would h ard ly  be able to keep  out 

members of th is particu lar c la ss” at T h u rsd ay  Island.

In 1887 Japan ese  p rostitu tes a rr iv e d  at T h u rsd ay  islan d  and by 

1889 they had reached Darwin, G eralton, Normanton, Burktow n and a 

number of other Gulf towns.

The Immigration Restriction Act of 1902 was h ighly ineffective 

in preventing  the entry of Jap an ese  p ro stitu te s into the co u n try . 

Indeed Jap an ese  brothels continued to operate well a fte r  the Act had 

been in troduced . This, p lus the fac t that in 1928 the Queensland 

Branch of the National Council fo r Women presen ted  allegations to the 

customs au th orities that groups of Jap an e se  women were b e in g  landed 

at Townsville on a regular b asis^ ^  and Hoolan’s 1893 argum ent in 

parliament that ’’among the late im portation (of Jap an e se ) are a 

number of fem ales in pants and s h i r t s ” , s u g g e s t s  th at there 

existed an underground network of considerable size^'*' and 

organisations which supplied the h igh ly  su ccessfu l Jap an ese  brothel 

with new m aterial.

30. Geralton A d v ertise r , 27 A u g . ,  1894.

31. D . C .  S isso n s , o p . c it .

32. P rostitution-R egistration  details of Home and T errito rie s  file 
18/888 Q, A.A.  A31.

33. Queensland Parliamentary D ebates, Vol. 70, 1893.

34. There is  also evidence to s u g g e s t  that even small Japan ese  
broth els may have had connections with the trad e  elsew here in 
South E ast A sia and the P acific . (S e e , fo r in stan ce , K .D an iels, 
o p . c i t .)



In 1921 a report by H.W. H ardie, the Sub-C ollector of Customs 

at T h u rsd ay  is lan d , addressed  th is i s s u e . Hardie w rote:

I have ju s t  recently been p laced  in p o ssession  of some very  
d isqu ietin g  information re g a rd in g  the stowaway question  and 
the s to r y , which is brie fly  a s  here related , is  b e in g  followed 
up . Each of the Japanese mail boats has a secre t compartment 
which h as been built b y  the botsw ain or the ca rp e n te r . It is 
fitted  with electric light and h as an  electric fan  to keep  the air 
sw eet. On every  trip women are  brought down. T h ese  women 
are led to believe that they are  bein g  taken to A u stra lia  to fill 
honourable positions and they go to the length of en terin g  into 
bogus contacts. "When they are  on the v e sse ls  th ey  are 
su b jected  to such treatment that their scru p les are  broken 
down and they then lead the immoral life they were originally  
intended to follow. It is s ta te d  that they are  landed on an 
island n ear Thursday Island in collapsible b o a ts ; that a depot 
is in existence somewhere in North Queensland and that a 
launch proprietor takes them from the island where th ey  land 
to such  depot, whence they are  subsequently  d istr ib u ted  over 
A u stra lia .

It is sa id  that two of these women are now at A y r. Of course 
it will be seen that there are  flaw s in the s to ry , b u t it is 
possib le  that there is a grain  of tru th  in it . I know that 
som ething similar was done in 1908 and it was in connection 
with the story  that I held up  Nobu Ide’s ( C [ ertifica te  of 
E[xem ption from the] D [ictation] T [ e s t ]  pending 
in v estigatio n .

Whether Hoolan was re fe rr in g  to ’prominent public men’ as 

being involved in international sy n d ica tes is y et to be fuUy 

ascertain ed . However, the fact that no evidence e x is t s  a s  to the

attempts by  police to prevent or control this situation  fu rth er 

stren gth en esd  Hoolan’s allegations in Parlieiment.

Political support of prostitu tion  inevitably req u ired  a  high 

degree of police compliance and corruption . The R e g is te r  of 

Prosecutions commenced under the Federal Immigration R estriction  

Act for the period 1902-03, contains evidence to ind icate  that no

35. H.W. H ardie, to S e c ., Home & T errito rie s , 19 Ja n . 1921, A.A.  
A 2219.



Japanese  woman was ever charged a s  a prohibited immigrant under 

sec . 3(f )  - ’any prostitu te  or person  liv ing on the prostitu tion  of 

o th ers’ . The only reason given for the deportation of a  number of 

Japanese women is  failure to p a ss  the dictation te st, when, in fac t, 

the Department of Home and T erritories files su g g e sts  that a  number 

(most hkely all) of these women were operating as p ro stitu te s . 

Although, on 20 Ju ly  1989, the South A ustralian  Government, acting  

not under sta tu te  but rather under the prero gativ e , is su e d  a 

proclamation d irectin g  aU customs o fficers  to the approval of the 

T reasu rer ’to re fu se  and prevent adm ission into South A u stra lia  of 

any alien not entitled by treaty  to enter South A u stra lia ’ .^® 

Japanese  p ro stitu te s  were arriv in g  in A ustralia without an y  major 

effort by  governm ent officials to p rev en t their en try . In Ju ly

1898, for in stan ce , nine Japanese p ro stitu te s  and their three esco rts  

arrived  on T h u rsd ay  Island. They had come aboard the Tokyo Maru 

and, due to the fac t that they had boarded  the v esse l at Hong Kong 

rather than Jap an  - the v e sse l’s original sta rtin g  point - the 

sh ipping company w as, presum ably, not contravening Ja p a n e se  law. 

Samples of th eir supposed trade (cloth ing) were p rod u ced  to 

substan tiate  th e ir  claims that they had come to A u stra lia  as 

m erchants.  ̂®

36. South A ustralian  Government Gazet t e , 1898, no. 30 (21 Ju ly ) ,  
p . 107.

37. A cting C onsul, Townsville to Vice-M inister for Foreign  A ffa ir s ,
no. 3, 25 Ju ly  1898, Jap an , M inistry for Foreign  A ffa ir s ,
Nipón Gaiko Rounsho, 1898, vol. 2, p . 102.

38. In 1891 two Japanese p ro stitu tes were deported on a r r iv a l at 
T h u rsd ay  islan d  by the Queensland Government to Hong Kong. 
An u n usual action at the time. T heir deportation may have 
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It is  not y e t known whether Y osh iw aras, as was the case  for 

all ’’mainstream" broth els and other red -ligh t d is tr ic ts , were also 

subject to pay  ’f in e s ’ to maintain official ’toleration’ . It is  h ighly 

likely , how ever, th at this was the case  since good relations with the 

police would h ave smoothed the daily w orkings of the tra ff ic  in 

women. The w ords of a saloon k eeper in Portland, Maine, succin ctly  

e x p re ss  th is situ ation :

If you are  a  good fellow, se t up d rin k s and c ig a r s , and throw 
in a  little [sexu al] bu sin ess on the sid e . There will be no 
trouble with the policeman on the beat. There will be no 
trouble to a  place right down in tow n.^^

The p ro fitee rs  of prostitution can be divided into two major 

ca tego ries: those who existed ’above and around’ the vice d is tr ic ts , 

but whose economic Involvement in the trade become a vital and 

n ece ssa ry  facet of a  sem i-legal, to lerated  trad e ; and those who lived 

within the trad e s  confines in a sem i-isolated su b cu ltu re  of 

p ro stitu tio n . 40 The f ir s t  group, it h as been su g g e ste d , was heavily  

composed of politicians and police. A fac to r corroborated by  the fact 

that, as early  a s  1899 it was bein g in ferred  by the redoubtable 

Labor Member fo r  Clermont, Vincent L esin a , that the Prem ier, J . R .  

D ickson, was once ’an agent . . .  in the habit of collecting ren t from 

certain houses of assignation in A lbert S t r e e t . T h e  la tte r .

39. Portland , C itizens’ Committee of Portland to In v estig a te  the 
Social Evil, F irst Report of the Citizens Committee to 
In v estigate  the Social Evil, p . 38.

4 0 . R o se n , R . , o p . c i t .

41. QPD LX X X III, 16 Nov . ,1899, p .  1033.



situated in B r isb an e  City p rop er, contained a complex of run-down 

tenements from which brothels were run.

In S to ry v ille , the famous New O rleans red-light d istr ic t , it was 

estimated that ’’over a million dollars a week, well over ten million 

dollars a  y e a r , p robab ly  closer to fifteen  million, found its way into 

the stock in gs o f the p ro stitu te s , the casso ck s of the clergym en who 

owned the w horeh ouses’ p ro p erty , the pockets of the politicians and 

the sw elhng accoun ts of the lan d lo rd s '.  ̂^

The p a ss iv e  role A ustralian  governm ent officials chose to take 

on the i s sue  of the traffick in g  of Jap an ese  p rostitu tes is clearly 

dem onstrated b y  the case of a Jap an ese  prostitute named Oshida 

Tsumoe. Convicted on 13 June u n der section 4(1),"^^ Y oshida’s is 

the only case  of a stowaway to be legally  ascertained . The fact that 

as early as 1896 the Bulletin was w riting: "within the last  two 

months they have introduced women in men’s clothing for the 

purposes of prostitu tion  . .  . these women are attended by  a keeper 

to every  g a n g , and are practically  a s  the police here know’ ,"̂ "̂

further corroborates the reluctance shown by government and 

immigration o ffic ia ls to effectively  p reven t the entry  of Japan ese  

prostitu tes into A ustrah a.

42. C hicago, Social Evil, p . 113, quoted in A1 Rose, S toryv ille ,
New O rlean s, p . 30.

43. T h is s ta te d  that an ’immigrant who evades an o fficer who 
en ters the Commonwealth at an y  place where no o fficer is 
station ed  may be applied the dictation te st  at an y  time 
th e re a fte r  found within the Commonwealth’ .
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Tn a re sp o n se  to Q ueensland’s  economic dependency on 

indentured coloured labourers w orking the su g ar  p lantations and the 

pearling lu g g e r s , the Queensland government allowed for the 

importation of a controlled number of Jap an ese  p ro stitu te s to serve 

a s  su itable ou tlets to their sexual p a s s io n s ’ .

Yohohamas in A u stralia

J A f‘ A N K S K L A  C N 1) R Y, 
Collinu-iitrcc’t.

Wjwtinn l»ono at the Shorn^st Notice rikJ at 
He:won.'iblc I’ricca.

Yokohamas - Japan ese  B roth els in A ustralia

Jap an ese  laundries where, accord in g  to one of its  d issa tisfied  

custom ers, ’clothes were thoroughly ruined by the method of steam 

cleaning with condensed water and chemicals after which they  were 

hung out to d ry  in dust storm s - red  d u st storms - so that any 

garment which had been once white v e ry  soon became p in k y -red ’ 

often provided  the facade for a much more profitable en terp rise  - 

prostitu tion . In fact Jap an ese  brothels in A ustralia  seldom 

functioned without the front of legitim ate shop-keeping an d , a s  some

15. R eport b y  Police Commissioner, W-E. Parry-O keden, F ebru ary  
1899, QSA.  col. A 931.t

46. The Kalgoolie Miner, Ja n . 1, 1879.

47. N. K eesin g , ( e d . ) .  The H istory of the A ustralian  Gold R ushes 
b y  T hose Who were There (1967) ,  p .  330.



evidence s u g g e s t s , even its small o p erato rs had connections with the 

international sy n d ic a te s , p articu larly  in South East A sia and the 

Pacific, which provided  the women.

A rep o rt b y  the police at B u n d ab erg  (Qld.)  in 1899 provides 

valuable inform ation to confirm th is a sp ec t of Japanese broth els in 

A ustraha. It sta te d  that Japan ese  men and women had been arriv in g  

in the town alm ost on a daily b a s is  an d  opening up broth els which 

were invariab ly  d isgu ised  as fru it o r so ft drink shops in the main 

stree t. This ap p e ars  to have been the practice w herever Jap an ese  

brothels o p erated . In Ju ly  1891, following an increase in Seattle ’s 

King S tre e t, Fu jita  Yoshiro, a Jap an e se  officiEil, in a  report 

concerning the circum stances of the Japanese in the Pacific 

Northwest w rote:

In Seattle  there is one g ro ce ry  store  and ten re stau ran ts  
owned and operated by  Ja p a n e se , and approxim ately 250 
Jap an ese  live there at p re se n t. Of these 250, only 10 have 
stead y  jo b s a s  proprietors and employees of the g ro cery  and 
re s ta u ra n ts . Another 200, if  not p rostitu tes or owners of 
houses of p leasu re , are e ith er gam blers or pim ps. Some of the 
re stau ra n ts  them selves are  operated  in conjunction with a 
house of p leasu re , either sep ara te ly  or as p art of a  single 
establishm ent. In sh ort, five  or s ix  of the re strau ran ts  are 
connected in one way or another with prostitu tion .  ̂̂

Jap an ese  tra ffic k e rs ’ autobiograph ical w ritings provide an 

indispensable d ep artin g  point from which the dimensions of the 

operations of Jap an ese  brothels abroad  may be an aly sed . The 

autobiography of Muraoka Iheji - a  name synonymous with the 

traffick in g  of Jap an ese  p ro stitu tes - is  such  a case . M iraoka claims

48. K. Daniels ( e d . ) ,  op . c it .

49. Y . Viaka, Ameyuki-san no u ta : yamada waka no su k i, Naru 
Shogai (T he S to ry  of Yamada Waka) (1978), p . 16.



+hat during the y ears  1890-1894 while based  at the tra ffick ’s 

h eadquarters - Singapore - he o rg an ised  fo r  the sm uggling of 3,222 

women from Ja p a n  to Singapore an d , concurrently  was in charge of 

despatching 20-30 g ir ls  per month to A u stra lia . He w rites:

As soon a s  I got back to S in gap o re  (from India) I provided 
women fo r  the A ustralian reg io n . I took 8 to Takano at 
F u ru gaten  in Western A u stra lia , and in the ssime w ay, 22 to 
N ishiyam a. The natural p ro d u cts  there a re : gold , silver, 
p e arl-sh e ll, wool and coal. The natives are called Binghi. 
There the Japan ese  p ro stitu te s  a lso  go inland. An old madam, 
Asome,, goes on tour with two g ir ls .  They ca rry  th eir tents 
with them on their b ack s. O -R atsu -san  also goes on circuit 
with two g ir l s . Each of them h as put away three to four 
thousand Y en. A man from Wakayama Prefecture is working 5 
g ir ls  in F u ru gaten ; so next I p rov id ed  Osaka and Sakota with 
8 g ir ls  each  and set them up in b u sin e ss  . . .  A fter that I got 
M atsuda and Araki each to take g ir ls  to Furugaten .

Tomoko Yam azaki's Sandakan Hachiban Shokan (Brothel No. 8 

at Sandakan) published  in 1972, p ro v id e s substan tial evidence to 

su g gest that M uraoka's a ssertio n s a re  not entirely accu rate  and 

require to be questioned. Fundam entally, she argu es that M uraoka’s 

word is not to be relied upon on two g ro u n d s: f ir s tly , b a sed  on the 

plethora of m aterial which has been w ritten by Japan ese  travellers 

and re sid en ts  in South East A sia , many of which make referen ce to 

the names of the prominent b ro th e l-k eep ers, not a single  one of 

these mentions Muraoka. Secondly , many of the claims in his 

autobiography are basically  in co rrec t. Yamazaki’s  personal

interviews with women who had been  p ro stitu tes in their youth^^ 

provide fu r th e r  evidence to d iscred it Muraoka’s work. Not one of 

the women interview ed had ever heard  of him.

50. How much one can rely  on M uraoka’s work is d ifficu lt to 
a scerta in  since various argum ents have been put forw ard to 
d iscred it his claims.

51. The interview s took place in the early  1970s when the women 
were a lre ad y  in their 90’s .



As the above p assage  in d ic a te s , Muraoka’s re feren ces to 

A ustralia deal exclusively  with W estern A ustraha and the only 

specific name provided  by  his ed ito rs a p p e a rs  in the Jap an ese  Second 

Syllabary - K atakana^^ - a s  F u ru g a te n : D.C.  S isson s h as argued  

that, on the b a s is  that Muraoka’s  handw riting was h ard  to re a d , as 

his editors claim ed, Furugaten could like ly  be Coolgardie. The fact 

that the Ja p a n e se  characters fu ( 7 ) an d  k u (  ̂ ) are extrem ely similar 

further su b stan tia te  S isson ’s argum ent.

S is so n s ’ fu rth e r  exploration of the subject how ever, reveals 

that the su p p o sed  conclusion of M uraoka’s illicit trade in 1894 

presen ts a major obstacle to th is th e s is  since there is su bstan tia l 

local evidence to su g gest that Ja p a n e se  prostitu tes did not reach 

Coolgardie until two years l a t e r . M u r a o k a ’s references to wool and 

pearlshell a s  well as ’’b in gh is’ - a name given to the indigenous 

population - a re  also highly at odds with Coolgardie’s raw p rod u cts 

and m arkets. A ccording to S is so n s , C ossack , Roeburne and the

Pilbara g o l d f i e l d s , w h i c h  produced  the goods described b y  Muraoka 

and, whose local Aborigine population was known a s  B in gh is, is the

most likely a re a  to which the p ro cu re r  could have been re fe rr in g .

I f , at le a st  p art of M uraoka’s  w ritings are c o rre c t , they

confirm the ch an ges which occurred  in the practice of p ro stitu tion  in

52. This form is used prim arily fo r foreign  names and p lace  names 
and w ords of foreign orig in . The symbols are  made up of 
s tra ig h t lin es. D.C.  S isso n s su p p o r ts  this th e sis .

53. R efer to Coolgardie P ioneer, 17 A pril, 1897. See a lso  ib id , 8 
Ju ly  1896. The articles p ro v id e  a detailed h isto ry  of 
prostitu tion  in Coolgardie.

54. T hese w ere proclaimed in Ju ly  1899.



*he latter p a rt  of the 19th cen tury . In the early  1800s, although 

brothels e x is te d , the majority of p ro stitu te s  practiced  th eir trade 

much like the ar tisan s who owned the tools and p ro d u cts of their 

own c ra ft. She sold herself in a re la tiv e ly  open and un organ ised  

market. As the number of women w orking a s  p ro stitu te s in creased , 

large num bers of women became p art of a permanent and p ro fession al 

class of p ro stitu te s . Customers w ere sough t in se a p o rts , mining 

camps - a s  was the case for the Ja p a n e se  p ro stitu te , or w herever a 

large un attached  msile population w orked. B y  the late 19th cen tu ry , 

with an in crease  in urbanisation, p ro stitu te s  began to be isolated 

into tolerated red -ligh t d istricts and became p art of a complex and 

commerciahsed b u sin e ss , with third  p a r ty  agen ts, a s  M uraoka’s 

autobiography in d icates, seeking a sh are  in the profit.

There is evidence to su g g e st  that procuring young g ir ls  for 

the p u rp o ses of prostitution abroad was not an exc lu siv e ly  male 

activ ity . In an e ssay , ’to an American Woman, in Love In Our 

Society ', Yam ada Waka, a Japan ese  p ro situ te , who, in the early  

1900's was to become one of Ja p a n ’s  leading fem inist w riters, 

ex p re sse s  h er own experiences at the hands of a female p ro cu rer . 

She explain s th a t, when she was only eighteen , she met the wife of 

a ’su c c e ss fu l’ Jap an ese  businessm an in Yokohama and was ad v ised  to 

go to America "where men are d ig g in g  gold from the mines and 

getting r ich , where women earn se v e ra l times more than a seam stress 

or housemaid in Jap an ’ . At an im pressionable ag e , she w as easily  

convinced and given a sealed le tte r which the woman told her to 

present to h er husband upon her a rr iv a l in America. However, as



soon as she a rr iv e d  in America, she w as seized by pimps and sold to 

a brothel.

The Jap an ese  brothels international networks a s  well a s  their 

v ast organisationgQ and m anagerial experience made them highly 

profitable and competitive en terp rises which were, on the whole, run 

by men whose financial investm ents gav e  them considerable control 

over the operation  of prostitution a s  a b u sin e ss . The Bulletin  in 

1895, on a more ingenuous note, a ttr ib u ted  their su cce ss  to qualities 

such as h on esty  and sobriety . 'The Jap an e se ', it a r g u e d , 'very  

numerous in W estern Australia totally eclip se  their white com petitors. 

They are p articu larly  clean, m odest, exceedingly  polite, don 't thieve 

and look upon their calling in a p u re ly  commercial se n se '.  It 

concluded by  su g g e stin g  that 'no woman can compete a g a in st  these 

brown dots of hum anity'.^^

The broth els high stan d ard s did not, as may be expected  

detract criticism  toward their ex isten ce . A lexander M arks, in a 

despatch to the Foreign M inistry, fo r  instance, reported  that at 

Darwin the brothel keepers requ ired  the pro stitu tes to walk the 

stree ts im properly c l o t h e d , l o c a l  re s id e n ts  united under th is is su e , 

sought to have Japanese  brothels or entire  Yokohamas b an n ed . In 

Geralton, fo r  instance, 733 s ig n a tu re s  were collected fo r  this 

purpose.

55. T . Yam azaki, o p . c it .

56. The B u lle tin , November 16, 1895.

57. Data p ap e r  prepared on the in struction s of the M inister for 
Foreign  A ffa irs , 20 Feb. 1891, J . F . M . A . I I ,  4 . 2 . 2 . 3 4 ,  Vol. 1, 
in D . C .  s is so n s , op . ci t . ,  p .  481.



A d escrip tio n  of the C fiarters Tow ers red-light d istr ic t  by  the 

jou rn alist C laude Mackay provides a c lear picture of the s ig h t with 

which the p a s s e r s - b y  may have been confronted, as they went about 

their daily  ro u tin es. In his autobiography he d escrib ed  the 

Yokahama a s  follow s:

We w alked along the stre e t  they  occupied. The women were 
p erch ed  on raised  platform s, fanning themselves in the heat.  
Behind th e ir heads was a Ught with a reflector. T hey  were 
d re sse d  in their national costum e, and wore lacquered  
ornam ents in their hair.^®

A lthough the Japanese ethn o-specific  internal netw orks and 

relations h ave not yet been ad equately  examined by  sch o la rs , 

re feren ces to the Japanese re s id e n ts ’ reactions to the Jap an ese  

prostitu tion  i s s ue  provide an in terestin g  startin g  point. In 1899, 

following the re p o rt by  the police at B undaberg  regard in g  the arrival 

of Jap an e se  p ro stitu te s and p ro cu re rs  and the estabhshm ent of 

broth els, the Japan ese  residents sent  a deputation to the pohce 

station re q u e st in g  that aU Jap an ese  broth els be closed. The reasons 

they pu t forw ard  for this were that ’it could injure them serio u sly  in 

the opinions o f the white population if the brothels . . ,  were allowed 

to continue’ .^® The prostitutes p resen ce  in public p laces ap p e ars  to 

have g en era ted  substantial criticism . Demands for the closure  of 

eight of nine Japanese brothels in Cue were ju stifed  by the 

Murchison A dvocate in the following manner.

We do not say  that all are  ill conducted . . .  or that they are 
d iso rd e rly  in any sense bu t a technical one, we do not argu e 
that th ey  are not a n ec e ssa ry  evil; we are not indeed.

58. Data p ap e r  prepared on the instructions of the M inister for 
F oreign  A ffa irs , 20 Feb . 1891, in D . S . C .  S i s sons ,  Op c i t  . p 
485

59. C,  M cKay, This is L ife , Sy d n ey  1961, pp. 51-52.



p re p ared  to contend that they would be an evil ou tside  the 
town b o u n d arie s . What we do say  is . . .  there is  no reason  
why they  should d i s f i^ r e  the two main thoroughfares of the 
tow n.  ̂°

The p resen ce  of Japanese p ro s t itu te s , accompanied b y  fac to rs  

such a s  je a lo u sy  and competition led , on many occasions, to events 

of violence within the Japanese community. The deaths of O rnatsu  

(T h u rsd ay  Islan d ) and Orvi (T h u rsd ay  Island 1895) exem plify this 

situation . ^ ̂

-mt-KAMQWHA TRAGEDY,

CONCLL'8IOX O F IN g U E S T , |  
■#---- -

^  ’E a k o c t k a . %
An iai|u*8t Umchiag the cjaub*  of I

dpi».*!» of th« Jap«n o«« o»an ti
^h<> were fouD4 JeanJ ^ 

th^ .oUATter of . the.: town
Att|g^*t 81 , WAA held b f  th e  Coréernéf^ìi 
Warden Troy, lo><ley. T h e cviil^p^é-Àt 
leBfjthr. FrtUence w ae .^ rea  
«howinf that the deoeAsed. 3 ^
kichi. cerne from KeJ^ooriie ea  
«ed a!«pt In the 
that nifht. In the morning th« 
prepnrinjr to «Vaco the beu*«. Otkn«
Ujjj ep-her-cioth«^, when «  ehyt w«a 
.«iid «  Jeptuieee gkcl, «  p&rtoer of 0>t«t 
rushed into the room, «od  fotxod tk*rokic 
with «  rerdiver ia  hie l>«a«i, etandisf^ <u 
O t*a«. who w«i kneeling on the Qeor befe 
« oJo th « trank. She celled to  hejoltie' 
wbo threw the rere lrer on the bed. Jt 
loft the room, and when the door wam' tl. 
she beard three shots, «a d  called for «aei‘ 
«noe. She foand Otatui dead cn the flc 

Seyokichi leaniox over the boi dylf 
The police were caliod in, and a doct-or »  
sent for 8eyok»chi died in tlws hc>*j»i' 
•h su  under medicai «ouuntnation. “ 
jory found that xnauivliad beau m aniw  
by tJeyokichi, who had com m ittad suicidi

The violence to which Japan ese  p ro stitu te s  

were su b ject was perpetrated  b y  both 

Japanese and Caucasian men. In 1898 an 

escaped p riso n er at NuUigene stab b ed  two 

Japanese women. At Onslow another Jap an ese  

women was s tab b e d . This tim e, b y  a

Manilaman.

Japanese men were also resp on sib le  fo r 

violence aga in st p rostitu tes of other

nationalities. The murder b y  Seto T sunekich i 

of a French p ro stitu te  named M aurguerite du 

tour on December 3, 1910, s u g g e s t s  that

Ango-Saxon prostitu tes were involved in 

economic relations with Jap an ese  men who, 

most hkely functioned as their ’p im ps’ an d .

60. Q . S . A .  Hom/A24, 99/04177.

61. Cooktown C ourier, 24 aprii
1894. See also 
A rc h iv e s .

C . S . O . ,
1894, Evening O b se rv e r , 28 May 
1296/89 and 169/90, W.A. State



perh aps more im portantly, that the Jap an ese  quarter or Hokohama, 

was not a  "c lo sed  ethno-specific territo ria l boundary when it came to 

the trad e  it se lf .

It is  not certain whether a h ierarchical s tru c tu re  b a se d  on 

colour e x is te d  in Japanese broth els in Austraha a s  it d id , for 

in stan ce, in the brothels in Seattle in the United S ta te s . There, 

g irls with b g h te r  complexions w ere exclusively re se rv e d  for 

Caucasian c lien ts.® ^ It is also likely  that this system  meant that 

some of the women enjoyed a h igher s ta tu s  within the b ro th e l’s  social 

s tru c tu re , a s  well as greater financial ga in s.

A. se r io u s  attempt to control the problem of Japan ese  

p ro stitu te s o v e rse a s  took place on 6 Ju ly  1885 when Ja p a n ’s  Foreign 

Minister is su e d  instructions to p re fectu ral governors that the 

an teced en ts, occupations and destinations of all women proceeding 

overseas unaccompanied by their fam ilies should be carefu lly  checked 

and th at, in suspicious c a se s , p a ssp o rts  should not be issu e d . 

However, th is stra te g y  failed to produce the desired e ffe c ts . On the 

contrary , it resu lted  in the women leaving clandestinely  without 

p a ssp o rts  - a  much more dangerous ex erc ise .

B y  1899,  there were six  well estabhshed Japan ese  bro th e ls at 

B u n daberg  d e sp ite  the fact that two y ears  earher. Section 231 of the 

Queensland Criminal Code made the keepin g of "a  place of an y  kind 

w hatever fo r  the purposes of p ro stitu tio n ’ a crime pu n ish ab le  by

62. T .Y am azak i, op . c it .



’imprisonment with hard labour fo r three y ears ’ . In 1902, 31

Japanese p ro stitu te s  continued to operate  on T hursday Islan d .

63. Q ueensland Criminal Code, S ec . 231, quoted in K ay  Daniels 
e d . ,  o p . c i t . ,  p . 148. So Much Hard Y/ork: VJomen and 
P rostitu tion  in A ustralian H isto ry , 1984.



PART TV/O

’Sayonara N akam ura’

Jap an ese  Participation in tlie  Pearling In d u stry

An American poster for a 1937 A ustralian  film d irected b y  K .G . 

Hall, origin ally  entitled ’Lovers and L u g g e r s ’ , featu rin g  a Chinese 

actor p u b lic ised  a s  ’A ustralia’s C harlie Chan’ , g ives some indication 

as to the ’’romantic” image the pearlin g  in d u stry  may have 

represen ted  fo r  many of those who journeyed across the Pacific A

In approxim ately 1878 T h u rsd ay  Islan ders began  to w itness an 

event which was to have sign ifican t repercussions in the islan d ’s 

socio-economic in fra-stru ctu re  in the y ears  to come - the en try  of 

Japan ese  indentured  labourers into the pearhng in d u stry . B y  1893 

these num bered about 15 and in November of the following y e a r , the 

first  group  of Japan ese , totalling 37, recru ited under contract for 

the in d u stry  were brought to T h u rsd ay  Island by the Master 

Pearler, C aptain  John Miller. The reason  for their introduction into 

the country  may be summarised in the words of the Queensland 

Premier in 1893. He explained:

So fa r  a s  the introduction of Jap an ese  is concerned I believe 
they have been brought h ere  merely to fill the p laces that 
would otherw ise have been filled  b y  K anakas, and that their 
p re sen ce  will improve the position  of the white lab o u rers in the

1. R efer to Appendix section.



colony. If we find labou rers fo r  tropical p lan tation s, the white 
men will be able to do ah other w ork .^

Asian labour was cheap and e ffic ien t, and sav ed  management 

from costs of train ing workers whose culture did not d ifferentiate 

between ’w ork’ and other activ ities and  was hence not adaptab le  to 

cash econom ies,^ as would have been  the case had A borigines been 

sought exclu sively  for this ex erc ise .

D uring the skin-diving e ra , the in d u stry  employed native 

labour almost exclusively . The d iv ers  came from the islan d s of the 

Pacific and T orres Strait p o rts  of the Malay A rchipiélago and 

particu larly  in tne west, from the A ustralian  mainland. S tree te r  put 

it succinctly : ’’There are no Europeans in the boats b u t coloured

men of all so r ts  and conditions are  to be found there.

The Jap an ese  had been en gaged  in the in d u stry  since 1883 and 

had come to estab lish  a reputation  fo r  their efficiency. In Broome in 

1893, sh elters descibed them as ’’ the most in du striou s, th rifty  and 

well conducted element in the town” .  ̂ In both Darwin and 

Queensland em ployers were equally  im pressed with their in d u stry , 

frugah ty  and th r ift .^

2. D .C . S isso n s, ’Japan ese  in the Northern T e rr ito ry ’ South 
A u stra lian a , Voi. 16, 1977.

3. C .D . Rowley, 1970, The D estruction  of Aboriginal S o c ie ty .

4. S tre e te r , Pearls and P earlin g  L ife  (London 1886), p .  195.

5. From report made b y  W. Saville-K ent, Marine B iologist to 
F ish e r ie s , Department, 'W.A., 17 A ugust 1898.

6. Report of the Government R esid en t, Northern T e rr ito ry .



By the mid-nineties the ind ispen sab le  Jap an ese , seek in g  a more 

direct sh are  in the profits of their lab o u r, threatened the monopoly 

of white ow nership and confronted Europeans with two major i s s u e s .  ̂

Namely: how on the one hand, to clEiim access to su ch  labour - 

notw ithstanding national anti-A sian feeh n gs - while on the o th er, to 

ensure that the imported labour rem ained subord inate. B y  explo iting 

the prevalen t anti-aüen feelings in the country, European  pioneers 

were ab le , within certain lim its, to receive protection fo r  their 

in te re sts . The initial shift in th is situation  occurred in the minor 

pearhng cen tre at Shark Bay® where Chinese who had been  imported 

on contract labour had purch ased  boats and equipment and were 

directly competing with their former em ployers. It was su g g e ste d  by  

the la tte r that restricted  leases be introduced. G overnor Broome 

consulted the Colonial Office on th eir behalf.® The S e c re ta ry  of 

S ta te 's  re sp o n se  was that there was no objection to d iscrim inatory 

legislation on the condition that it re fe r  specifically to w aters within 

the three mile lirait.^® An Act was p a sse d  in 1886 an d , following the 

purchase of all Chinese equipm ent, the government leased  the beds 

to European p earlers  at an annual ren ta l.

Encouraged by the Shark  B ay  precedent and , fu r th e r  b y  the 

grant of d iscretion iary  powers in relation to the is su e  of Ucences

7. See Government Resident R eport, T . I . ,  1892-3.

8. The in d u stry  at Shark B ay  collected pearls ra th er than  shell.

9. Votes and Proceedings, W.A. Legislative C ouncil, 1886. 
Governor Broome to S ecre tary  of State for the Colonies, 16 
Ja n . 1886.

10. Ib id .,  1886, Secretary  of S ta te  to Governor Broom e, 3 Mar. 
1886.

11. Ib id .,  1890-1, 'Report on S h a rk 's  Bay  Pearl F ish e ry '.



made to the Governor in the 1889 A ct, shelters in the N orth where 

Asian manned fleets prevailed, pu t p re s su re  on the governm ent to 

refu se  all sh ip  licences to ahen ap p lican ts on the g ro u n d s that the 

activ ities of bo th  Chinese and Japanese-ow ned boats w ould, b y  un fair 

means, exclu de  white pioneers from the industry  and dep lete  the 

shell b a n k s . B y  1892 the request had been fulfilled and aU licensing  

officers were in stru cted  to withhold licences from A sians who did not 

already p o s se s s  licences under the 1886 A ct.^^

In 1903, the James Government attempted to g iv e  clear 

statu tory  form to this p r in c ip le ,h o w e v e r  the Bill was d ro p p ed . It 

was not unti 1912 that the pearlsh ellin g  Act included a specific  

exclusion of alien-licence ow nership. Consequently, betw een the 

years 1892 and 1912 the Japan ese  were effectively re s tr ic te d  from 

any d irect legal participation in the ownership of the in d u stry . Of 

course , the dependency of that in d u stry  upon their labou r was not 

at all d e cre a se d . In fact, a Commission was appointed to examine 

the sta te  of the industry  with p articu lar  attention bein g  g iv en  to the 

role and position  of the Jap an ese . The argum ents which h ad  been 

prev iously  expounded concerning the vital function Ja p a n e se  labour 

played within the industry were only fu rth er su b stan tia ted  b y  this 

Commission. It argued that were Japan ese  labour rem oved, the 

in d u stry  would collapse.

The Commission’s report became the b a sis  of the 1898 

P earlshelling B ill. It was introduced b y  the Premier to confine the

12. Q ueensland Parliamentary D eb ates, 20 Dec. 1896, fo r  example 
telegram  Premier of W.A. to Premier Q ueensland, outlining 
an ti-alien  regulations.

13. W.A. Parliam entary D ebates, 10 A ug. 1862, vol. 2.



’Shell and Beche-de-M er industry  of the colony to B r itish  ow nership 

and not allow it to be gradually  ab so rbed  by the alien population 

such a s  we know has settled and is likely  to continue at the g a te s  of 

A ustralia ’ . ^^ The Premier was re fe rr in g  to T h u rsd ay  Islan d .

T here a re  a  plethora of reason s a s  to why Jap an ese  p earld iv ers  

were rap id ly  ab sorb in g  the in d u stry ; however, two in p articu lar  

appear to be  the most convincing: financial su p p o rt from the

K arayu kisan , and the economic relationsh ip  they were in itia lly  able to 

manipulate with the indigenous community.

Japan ese  Pearldivers and  their Exploitation 
of A boriginal Labour

’Com petitive’ race-relations involve factors such  a s  antogonism , 

susp icion , b u t most importantly a s  the term implies, a h igh  d egree of 

competition between the various eth n ic/racia l groups fo r  a  place in 

the economy. For the Japanese indentured  labourer w orking in the 

pearling in d u stry  this was achieved b y  exploitation of the indigenous 

community. For the Aborigine men and women it meant that simply 

because th ey  were A borigines, they  were neither e x p e c te d , nor 

allowed, to r ise  any higher in occupational statu s than ’’cane cutting 

or w orking farm s or timber gettin g  or driv ing or b o u n d ary -rid in g  or 

fish in g , or en gaged  on bech-de-m er and pearling lu g g e r s  or cutting 

sandal wood or mining” . T h e  b a s ic , though e sse n tia l se rv ices 

they perform ed for minimal wages were never intended to b r in g  them

14. Qld. Parliam entary D ebates, 20 Dec. 1898.

15. Q ueensland F igaro , 13 October 1893, p . 5.



into economic competition with the white w orker. This fac to r in in te r

ethnic relations w as clearly exp ressed  in the argum ents of the Home 

S ecre tary , H orace Tozer, when, in 1887, he su g g e ste d  that 

Ahorgines ” . . .  a re  not suitable fo r all k in d s of employment, and  we 

do not intend to b r in g  them into confhct with the whites in that 

re sp ec t” .^® A borigine men were en gaged  on pearling lu g g e r s  at 

extrem ely low w ages or not paid at all and Aborgine women were 

sought fo r se x u a l gratification in exch an ge for either food or 

tobacco.

In 1889, the Meston Report on A Government Scientific 

Expedtiion to Ballenden ker Range in d icates that people still living 

under tribal conditions had developed trad in g  relationsh ips with 

sh ips along the coasts and that when there  was nothing else to se ll, 

or as a m atter of hospitality, the would make the women available for 

the flour and tobacco which they m ust have once they had formed 

new d ietary  h a b its .

In the earh e st days of the pearU ng in d u sty , A borigines had 

been en gaged  to dive for shell, ’’women” . Walkabout rep o rted  in 

1935, ’’were the most expert d ivers until 1868 when legislation  was 

introduced to p u t an end to this p rac tice ” .^® The Report of the 

Roth Royal Commission on the Condition of Aborigines (known a s  the 

Roth R e p o r t ) i n  1905 established that small children w ere bein g

16. Ib id . , p . 4.

17. Q ueensland Votes and P roceed ings, 1896, vol. 4, p . 725.

18. W alkabout, A ugust 1, 1935.

19. W.A. V otes and Proceedings ( L .C . ) ,  1905, Vol. 1, ’’R eport of 
the Royal Commission on the Conditions of the N atives”



indentured , some for pearling. The Chief Protector of Viestern 

A ustralia claimed that six y ears was an appropriate  age  for 

indenturing. Demoralisation on the shell boats and around the ports 

was unavoidable, as the Aboriginal socio-economc fab ric  was large ly  

destroyed  and venereal d isease , d run ken ness and prostitu tion  became 

the o rder of the d a y .^ °

A borig inals working the pearlin g  in d u stry  who decided to leave 

were hunted b ack  b y  pohce as a m atter of course, even when there 

had been no b reach  of contract or a contract at all. The A borigines 

Protecrtion B ill of 1899, made an attem pt to deprive Jap an ese  pearl 

d ivers from employing Aboriginal labour. This B ill, how ever, 

in stigated  Ja p a n ’s  strong criticism  of the Queensland governm ent. 

Japan  argu e d  that it had been on Jap an ese  efforts alone that an 

A ustrahan p earl shelhng industry  had been developed.

In a  le tte r  to the Chief Secre tary  dated 6 November 1899, 

lijima^^ a rg u e d  th at, with few excep tion s, Japanese imm igrants came 

to the colony to seek  employment for a  period of two to th ree  y e a r s , 

following which they returned to th eir native country. He re fe rred  

to the conditions of employment un der which these people w orked a s  

usually  re g a rd e d  a s  unsuitable for European labourers b u t a rg u e d , 

therefore , that the question of competition which had been d iscu ssed  

in the 1898 pearlsh elhng bill ’’was no matter for complaint on the 

part of European  labourers but ra th er on the part of the P olynesians

20. E v an s, G .,  1971, ’T h u rsd ay  Island 1878-1914: A Plural
So cie ty ’ , B .A . Hons. T h e sis , Department of A nthropology, 
U n iv ersity  of Queewnsland.

21. V otes and Proceedings, Qld. L e g . A ss. 1901 (P t. 2 ) ,  lijima to 
D ickson , 6 N ov ., 1899.



and people of o th er nationalities who did  engage in such work” . The 

Consul made exp licit the Japan ese  governm ent’s objection ” to see 

their su b jects included in the gen eral category  of A siatic race s, 

without any consideration  being paid  to their stage  of civ ihsation” .,11 2 2

An artic le  published in the Jap an e se  A sahi,  ̂̂  in which the 

position of Ja p a n e se  subjects in Q ueensland was compared with that 

of the B ritish  su b jects and other U itlanders in the T ran sv aa l, 

provided fu rth e r  criticism of the Queensland governm ent. The 

article, re fe r r in g  to the Jap an ese  problem as ’’The Jap an ese  

persecution in T h u rsd ay  Island” a rg u e d  that the demands of the 

Japanese people were not made with a  view to the ’’tak ing p ossessio n  

of T h u rsd ay  Is lan d , but simply with a view to the p reservation  of 

the acquired r ig h ts  of Japanese in consideration of the h istorical fact 

that the p re se n t development of the islan d  is entirely due to the 

energy of the Ja p a n e se , and nothing more” . The report went on to 

argue that Ja p a n e se  were being discrim inated again st financiailly by  

not being able to employ Aboriginal lab o u r.

In a le tte r  to the Governor, the Premier of Queensland argu ed  

that two major inaccuracies were contained in the artic le ’s referen ce 

to the Jap an e se  immigrant in the pearlin g  in du stry . F ir s t ,  he 

maintained that the Japanese had ’’not acquired any r ig h ts ” in 

consideration of the fac ts adduced in the colony, except a s  h ad  been 

secured by  tre a tie s  which were fu lly  recognised and re sp ec ted  by  

the Queensland authorities and that it was not a ’’h istorical fac t that

22. Votes and Proceedings, Qld. L e s . A ss . 1901 (P t. 2 ) , lijima to 
D ickson, 6 N ov ., 1899.

23. A sahi, 30 N o v ., 1900.



the development of the island was a product of Jap an ese  e ffo rts  . 

Further, he went on to say  that "th e  fish ery  which was the main 

source of the local revenue, had been originally operated  and 

developed b y  the enterprise  of European owners, the number of 

whom en gaged  in the industry  was quite sufficient to work the whole 

of the g ro u n d " . the Premier argu ed  that rath er than developing the 

in d u stry , the la rge  number of Jap an e se  who had been employed to 

a ss is t  in the labour of the fish eries h ad  only taken ad van tage  of the 

opportunities o ffered  by  the in d u stry  to the extent of not only 

prejudicing the in terests of those to whom the very  ex isten ce of the 

in d u stry  was d u e , bu t that they had also  irapvoverished the ground 

instead of developing its re so u rces.

In referen ce  to the claims that Japanese immigrants were 

discrinm inated aga in st by not bein g  perm itted to employ A boriginal 

lab ou r, the Prem ier argued that the Bill had been transm itted  to the 

Legislative Council and had been p a sse d  with certain  fu rth er

amendments, bu t that in the meantime, the "inequitable operation of 

such a p rovision" had been so  stro n g ly  represen ted  to the

government that it had been their intention, when the Bill was

submitted to the Assem bly, to withdraw the clause from the m easure. 

The se ss io n , he claimed had, how ever, closed before the Bill could 

be p asse d  through  its  final s ta g e s  and had, consequently , never 

become law" .  ̂^

F u rth er attacks were made on the inadequacy  of the

Pearlshelling Bill of 1898 b y  Baron  H ayashi who, in a  le tte r  to the

24. Votes and Proceedings, Qld. L e g . A s s . ,  1901, Prem ier of 
Q ueensland to the G overnor, 3 May, 1900.



Chief S ecre tary  of Q ueensland, opposed the Aborigines Protection 

Bill of 1899 on the grounds that although  in its essence it had as its 

goal the ’’p reservation '' of the indigenous population, stipulations in 

the Bill clearly  excluded "Jap an ese  from free ly  engaging Aboriginal 

labour in all their legitimate p u rsu its  inasmuch as  the Bill places 

restrictions only on aliens of A siatic or African descent .

Meston’s  ’’Report on the Government Scientific Expedition to 

Bennenden k e r  Range" (1889), m aintains that the C hinese, Malaya, 

South Sea Is lan d e rs , south of Cape York Peninsula, had obtained 

Aboriginal w ives usually  by  ab d u ctin g  them without the consent of 

the tribe . T h is p ractice , Meston a rg u e d , had in some ca se s resu lted  

in sp earin g . The Report went on to make recommendations of 

absolute prohibition of employment of A borigines in the pearling 

boats, even though he recognised  th at some pearlers had treated 

Aboriginal employees well. His argum ent re sted  on the im possibility 

of maintaining any control once the a v e sse l had left p o rt. Meston 

claimed that ou trages by  the p earlin g  and other crews continued with 

the usual re su lts  in the prostitution  o f women and the abduction of 

boys and g ir ls .

A fter 1930 the main area of pu b lic ised  violence was Arnemland. 

Here, tensions within A boriginal society  appear to have been 

accentuated b y  the greater ac tiv itie s of the m issions and of the 

pearling and trepan gin g  expeditions from Darwin, T h u rsd ay  Island, 

the Jap an ese  T ru st  T errio tory . Jap an ese  operations were also

25 Ib id . , H ayashi to Dickson, 30 Ju ly , 1900.

26. C .D . Rowley, The D estruction  of Aboriginal Society  (Victoria 
1972, p . 193.



found o ff Port K eats where three Jap an ese  fishermen were killed in 

1932 by a grou p  of Aborigines led by  Nemarluk.^"^ At Caledon B ay  

in 1933 five Japan ese  crew members were also m urdered by 

Aborigines - an act which forced the Commonwealth Government to 

review the situation.^®

Of the five  who were su spected  of the crime, three w ere tried 

for the m urder of the Japanese and convicted in A u gu st 1934.^® 

Because the offence was a capital one, they were tried  b y  ju ry . At 

the time the Commonwealth Government had been re-eva lu atin g  the 

question of c ro ss  cultural ju stice - an  action in stigatged  p a r tly , it 

ap p ears, by  represen tatives of the A .P .N .R . and a y ear earlie r  had 

abolished the u se  of juries except for capital o ffences. Concurre

ntly, an amendment to the law had enabled a court of the Northern 

T erritory  to take into consideration the cultural back grou n d  of an 

Aboriginal o ffender in deciding the sen ten ce.

Hasluck and EUdn have both pointed out the tendency of white 

juries to b r in g  in verdicts of not gu ilty  for tribal k illin gs of 

Aborignes a s  long as a white man was not involved.®^ Of p articu lar  

in terest is the fact that at a time of g re a t Asian antagonism  and the 

furore of the Immigration A ct, the Jap an ese  victims fell into this 

specification. Mr. Ju stice  Wells sentenced  the three who had been

27. Ib id . , p . 290.

28. I b id . , p . 291.

29. A rgus (M elbourne), 2 A u gu st, 1934.

30. Criminal Procedure O rdinance, 1933.

31. A .P . Elkin, "Aboriginal Evidence North
A u stra lia " , Oceania, March 1947.



found gu ilty  to twenty years in gaol. The fact that in terferen ce with 

their women had  been a provocation was reported to have not been 

taken into consideration by the ju d g e . Wells also e x p re sse d  that the 

k indest way to treat Black criminals was to hang them. He is said  

to have re fra in ed  from the death sen ten ce , rem arking, in relation to 

the twenty y e a r s  that anything le ss  would only incapacitate them to 

learn  the means and ways of hardened criminals and to introduce 

these to their t r ib e s .  ̂^

O verall, from the late 1880s Jap an ese  pearl d iv ers  had a 

considerable impact on the socio-economic stru ctu re  of T h u rsd ay  

Island and other pearling towns. T heir presence altered  not only the 

economic in fra stru c tu re  of the white population, but also  in terfered  

with the indigenous community’s economic organ isation , traditional 

va lu es, be lie fs and customs.

Econmic Interdependence betw een Jap>anese P ro stitu te s  
and Japan ese  P earld iv ers

An in terestin g  thesis reg ard in g  the Imbaifu’s capital value is 

provided by  Tomoko Yamazaki. The la tte r  su g g e sts  that the leniency 

shown by  the Japan ese  government tow ard the emmigration a s  well a s  

traffick in g  of Japanese women fo r  the purpose of prostitu ton  

overseas is closely  bound to the political and m ihtary asp ira tio n s 

Japan  had d u rin g  the Meiji and T aisho  periods. Yamaziki argu es 

that Japan  in the latter part of the nienteenth and ear ly  twentieth 

cen turies, was at a stage when it was too weak to advance politically

32. Herald (M elbourne), 17 May 1934; see also A rgu s (M elbourne), 
11 Ju ly  and 2 A ugust 1934.



and militarily into China or South East Asia, advanced f ir s t  

econonucEilly - and without the need fo r capital: it adopted  the

scheme of sen d in g  out prostitu tes in la rge  numbers with the idea of 

bringing to fru ition  the slogan "enrich  the nation: stren g th en  the 

army" through  u se  of the foreign curren cy  thus channelled in. 

YamasEiki concludes by  arguing that the Karayuki san  was n e c e ssa ry  

to Japan  until "it became able to stan d  up in some m easure 

pohtically, econmically and nuhtarily to the western powers and  th at, 

on the b a s is  of th is, the Japanese  government made no attem pt to 

correct the m atter, "notw ithstanding the repeated demand from 

Christians of conscience and from advocates of women s liberation  

(liberation in the widest sense of the term) on the one h an d , and 

from consuls stationed in every p a rt  of South East A sia on the 

other, to rehabilitate  the prostitute and control the p ro cu rers  .

There is some evidence to su g g e s t  that Japan ese  p ro stitu te s  

functioned in the capacity of money lenders when it came to their 

compatriots w orking in the pearling in d u stry . The la tte r  was a 

highly pro fitab le  enterprise and one within which the Jap an e se  

labourer p layed  an important role - two fators which would have 

appealed to the money-conscious im baifu. In 1893 when the Senior 

R epresentative of the Queensland Government on T h u rsd ay  Islan d , 

John D ouglas, officially inspected the Japanese  broth els on that 

island concluded in his report on the sub ject that "the p ro fit s  are 

very  considerable and although I have been unable to e stab lish  

exactly how th ese  profits are divided - several Jap an ese  women are 

known to have made a good deal of money and much of th is h as been

33. Tomoko Yamazaki, op . c it . p . 58.



invGstesd in sh are s  of shelling b o a t s . W h a t  follows in h is report 

is of p articu lar  value in corroborating this practice. A rgu in g  that 

Japan ese  participation  in the pearling in d u stry  might eventually  lead 

to their total monopolisation of the e n te rp rise , D ouglas’s rep o rt made 

stron g  recommendations that immediate action be taken to p rev en t the 

entry  of Ja p a n e se  prostitutes into the colony.

It is  ^highly likely that Jap an ese  prostitu tes in A u stralia  

financially su p p orted  the business ven tu res of their male com patriots, 

p articu larly  those working in the p earh n g  industry  - one of the most 

lucrative in d u str ie s  of the time. Jap an ese  brothels in S in gapore  and 

Hong K ong, where most Japanese p ro stitu te s  had already  plied  their 

trade p rio r to coming to A ustraha would have provided th ese  with 

essen tial inform ation regarding investm ent p rocedures. The ex ten t to 

which Jap an e se  imbaifu influenced the bu sin ess community is 

indicated b y  the total collapse of en tire  bu sin ess communities when 

Yokohamas w ere shut down in both th ese  places.^®

34. D ouglas to Hon. H. Tozer, 2 O ct. 1893, Q .S .A .,  S 511 Col, 
Sec . Q 3/12777.

35. D ouglas to Col. Sec. 7 Oct. 1893.

36. D .C . S is so n s , o p . c it. 1976-77.



PART THREE

’"Which Country will b e  her G rave?’

Japanese-A boriginal Miscegenation

ANNA w as of a lower caste  than NA"WNI1VI. Her fa th er was a 

Ja p a n e se . T herefore, according to the laws of the lan d , which 

recogn ised  no diluent for A boriginal blood but that of a  white 

race , sh e  was a full blooded blackgin  and not entitled to 

fran ch ise  a s  Nawnira theoretically  would be when he came of 

age - . .  sh e earned her liv in g  b y  washing clothes fo r  the 

rich er mebmers of the A siatic crew s of the pearling fleet and 

b y  g iv in g  her favours to those of them she liked.

In Van den B ergh e’s ’com petitive’ typology of race re la tio n s, 

miscegenation is  exceedingly difficult a s  a result of the decline in 

contact betw een castes a s  the society  becomes in creasin g ly

compartmentalised into racially  homogeneous g h e tto e s .  ̂

M iscegenation, a  term used to re fe r  to the in ter-breeding of races 

especially betw een whites and n e g ro e s , was officially u sed  in the 

T erritorty  to re fe r  to all w hite/black haison and implied an immoral 

act. M iscegenation, in particu lar between Aboriginal women and 

white men was not uncommon and, a s  in other paternalistic  sy stem s, 

was accepted  b y  the dominant g ro u p s as another of its  legitim ate

1. X av ier H erb ert, Capricornia (1938), p . 55

2. P .L . van  den Berghe, o p . c it .



pi*6rogativG s an d  form s of G xp lo itation . C asu al sgx an d  p ro stitu tio n  

could bG ju stifiG d  and d ism issed  a s  a  ’p h y sica l n e c e s s ity ’ how ever, 

recogn ition  o f em otional attachm ent w ith an  A boriginal woman w as met 

with v iru le n t c ritic ism .

Fundam entally, in colonial Queensland, racial

com partm entalisation was attempted b y  a variety  of m ethods. One of 

these involved the Aborigines Act of 1905 in which provision s again st 

m iscegenation (Sections 35, 40, 43) made it an offence to be  within 

five chains of a place ’’where A borigines or female h a lf“ c a ste s  are 

camped” , fo r Aboriginal females to be within two miles of creeks 

where p earlin g  lu ggers came betw een sunset and su n r ise , and, 

stran ge ly , to ’’habitually” hve with A borigines, or to cohabit. The 

racism of the white pioneers on the fron tier was commonly ju stified  

by a combination of pseudo-Darwinism and the general a ttitu d es and 

assum ptions held by the white se tt le r . However, re g a rd le ss  of

special leg isla stio n  and general n egative  social sanctions to prevent 

m iscegenation, sexu al relations betw een Japanese and other Asian 

indentured lab o u rers with A boriginal women became a common 

practice.

G eorge H erbert Sunter in his A dventures of a T re p an g  F isher 

(1937), had some interesting observation s on the su b ject.

T h ese  men (referrin g  to Jap an e se ) are brou gh t from  their 
country  to work in A ustraha b u t our laws do not aUow their 
womenfolk to accompany them, and they are thus cu t o ff from 
such  so c ie ty , the Holy Bible te lls u s that man was not made to 
live alone - his proper sph ere  is  to have a wife - it h as been 
pointed out that such has been denied to these  people and

3. A borig ines A ct, 1905 (S . edw. V II, No. 4 ), Sections 36 ,40 ,43 .



p erfectly  n atu ral they look fo r  su b st itu te s  and find them in the 
A borginal women. ^

With reg ard  to the attitude Aborigine men had toward such  relations 

Sunter su g g e s te d  th at:

A ustralian  native is in tensely  jealou s about his own colour 
h aving an y th in g  to do with h is womenfolk. At least n inety  per 
cent of the figh ts are over th is m atter. But a blackfellow  is 
ever re a d y  to lend h is womenfolk temporarily fo r a 
consideration  to men of his co lo u r .^

In fa c t , the abduction of Ja p a n e se  pearling crews of Aborigine 

boys and g ir ls  as well as women becam e a common practice along the 

coastal tow ns; \vith d isease and violence being characteristic  of this 

situation. In respon se to the freq u en t kidnappings of their 

womenfolk, the Cape York A borigines expressed  their hostility  

toward the p e rp e tra to rs  of the crime b y  m urder and stealing b o a ts .

The co ast from Newcastle B ay  n orth , being closest to the 

pearhng fie ld s and the stra its , w as the most seriously a ffe c te d . In 

1889 the Meston Report maintained th at twenty-five y e ars  before 

there had been twelve tribes and 3 ,000 people there and now this 

had been red u ced  to only a hundred or so . This report included a 

detailed descrip tion  of the problem s a r is in g  from the d isp u te s about 

women and the k idnapping of ch ildren  in Cape York - both customs 

of lo n g-stan d in g  from the days when the sealers on the is lan d s off 

Tasmania k idn apped  the women. The R eport also mentioned that in 

cases where A borigine women had been  abducted by Jap an ese  without

4. George H erbert Sunter, 1937, A dven tures of a T rep an g  F ish e r , 
p .7 .

5. I b id . , p .8 .



the consent of the tribe , had resu lted  in sp e ar in g s . In Septem ber 

1880, it was rep orted  that five Cape York "b o y s” attem pting to 

return  to their tr ib e , had escaped with the lu g g e r  Id a . ®

The trem endous sexual imbalance which ex isted  am ong the 

Japan ese  community appears to be g re a tly  responsib le  fo r  the high 

incidence of violence between these two g ro u p s. A rep o rt b y  Alba 

T suneji, a clerk  from the Sydney C onsulate General, of h is official 

v isit to the sou th ern  part of W estern A ustraha d u rin g  A u gu st- 

Septem ber 1908, clearly  explains th is situ ation . A table^ g iv in g  the 

breakdown of s e x e s , occupation and p re fectu re  of origin  of the 

Japan ese  re sid in g  within the rad iu s of approxim ately G eralton, Cue, 

Kalgoorlie and A lbany, shows that there  were 58-59 women as 

opposed to 207 men. It is in terestin g  to note that all the women, 

without exception , earned a living b y  the means of p ro stitu tio n , and 

that of the 207, 49 were dependent economically on the p ro situ te s 

earn in gs. A sim ilar sexual imbalance ex isted  in the United States 

where, at le a st until 1909, Jap an ese  men greatly  out-num bered 

Japan ese  women (in  1900 by as much a s  tw enty-four to o n e ). The 

situation was fu rth e r  aggravated  b y  the fact that they w ere not 

perm itted to m arry  Caucasian women. As in A ustralia , th is imbalance 

resu lted  in repeated  acts of in ter-rac ia l violence, p articu lar ly  

between Jap an ese  men and the host indigenous meile community.

In 1902 the Bulletin ex p re sse d  the general a ttitu d e  which 

existed  in Colonial Queensland toward in ter-racial sexu a l re la tion s.

H.M. C h ester to Colonial Secre tary , 
Col/A327/5351.

In D .C . S is so n s , op . c it . ,  p . 31.

28 Nov 1881,
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By liierarch ically  categorising the m orality of these u n io n s, The 

relations betw een Asian men and A borigine women were p laced  a t  the 

bottom of the sca le . The aricle began  b y  a sk in g :

Will the ultimate end of this m ixture produce a new race  hke 
the lazy , treacherous Guatemalans and Cubans? In an d  around 
C airn s, you see every possib le  combination of half c a ste  ~ the 
most ev il, that of a Chinaman and black gin . When th e ir  son 
m arries the daughter of a Syrian  and his Kanaka g ir l ,  I don t 
know what will happen n ext. B u lle tin , 17 A ug. 1901.

R ecords of ’M arriages with "A boriginal” Women’ in the 

Somerset D istric t on Thursday Island fo r  the period 1901-1908 give 

clear indication a s  to the social and cultural p re ssu re  which was 

placed on re tain in g  the physical fe a tu re s  of one’s own g ro u p s . The 

records also  indicate that m arriages betw een Japanese  and A borigines 

were not accepted , confirming the Bulletin ’s view s and 

ethnocentricity d isp layed by non-European g ro u p s^ .

A detailed  analysis of ethnocentricsm  in p lu ral so c ie tie s is 
provided b y  G . Evans in T h u rsd ay  Island 1878-1914 - A Plural 
So cie ty .

In G. E v an s, o p .c it ., p p . 50-53.



Year

1901

1902

1903

DISTRICT. 1901 - 1908

Wife Remarks Husband

h c a s t e  Abo. J av an ese

A b o r ig in a l

H

S . S . I s l a n d e r

M

U

I I

11

E n g l i s h

<1 S . S . I s l a n d e r

l(

t t

Malay

I t

I I

A b o r ig in a l

M

Solomon I s .

I I L o y a l ty  I s .

^ c a s t e  Abo. Samoan

A b o r ig in a l B r a z i l i a n

11 French

Assau Assau S im ak i  Samoa
«'Jarrior I s . 18 y r s . o l d ; M.6tF.

at Yam

Remarks

D i v e r ' s  Tender

Seaman

Fisherman

Boarding-House
Keeper

Diver

P e a r l  S h e l l e r

Seaman

Fisherman

S a i l o r

Labourer

D iver

19 y e a r s  o ld  
son Hurray I s . 
M i s s i o n a r y ; 
r e s i d e n t  S t r a i t s  
10 y r s ^ p e a r l  
s h e l l e r



Year

1903

Wife

Pauline.
Abo. jllapoon.

Clara Fabian 
Torres Islander

Agnes liinjoot 
\ caste

1904

"Minnie"  
-2 c a s t e

"Kate"
Abo.

E le an or  Roas  
h c a s t e

h caste of 
Mabuiag Is.

Rebecca  
Erub I g .

Sepe
Murray Is.
Johanna Favian 
h caste

M a r g a r i t a  Maria  
Yam I s .

Remarks

A p p l i ca t io n  and 
recommended by 
Hey

mother i s  from 
Tvo Brothers  
I s .

M. from Coen; 
F.  from India  
(S a id  Abdurra

hman)

e :c " C m p lc y .o f  P.M. 
Pt.Douglas

only f a th e r  
consents  •

I
15 y ra .o ld

Raymond PvOas 
F i l i p i n o , & M “ 
Mary Kass j  

Torres  l a .

H = K e r i s i  
Torres  I s . ;F = 

George Anker 
o f  Samoa

17 y r s ;  Gima- 
Erub. S e l a - L i f u  
(both consent)

Husband

Henry Lev/is 
S . S .  I s l a n d e r

J u a n  Santos  
Guam

Ibrahim Ben
Mahomet
I n d i a r C a l c u t t a

"Ponto"
A b o r i g i n a l

"Cheery"
S . S . I s  lander

Domingo
Zeromenes
F i l i p i n o

Ah Mat Pablo 
Singapore

R obert  Athow 
S . S . I .  (Api.  
I s .  )

Fi l ip ino/ i^bo . 
minor

L u c io  Rosar io  
F i l i p i n o
Pc l a y  
F i l i p i n o

Pirraines  
Monmarible  

! F i l i p i n o

Remarks

born in Qld

20 y r s . r e s i d e n t  
T.I.

e x t r a c k e r , 
Yarrabah

member Qld .  
Kanaka M i s s io n

" o f  good c h a r . ,  
and many y r s . 
r e s i d e n t  a t  
T . I .

d i v e r ;  T . I . ;  
35 y r s .  o l d

23 y r s .  
r e s i d e n t
Q ld .; 37 y r s  . old  
b o a r d i n g  housekeep  
T . I .

20 y r s . a t  T . I . ;  
good c h a r .

11 y r s . a t  T . I . ,  
good c h a r .

10 y r s . a t  T . I . ;  
good c h a r



Year Wife

1904 Wasi
Darnley Is

Catalina Hoy 
Yam Is.

1905 R i s i i
% caste
Declassie 
% caste

Libby Savage 
h caste (Moa Is,)

Nelly Sykes 
% caste
A l i t . .
% caste; Habuiag
Genua 
% caste

Remarks

Widow

Widow

Mabul^g M; 
F = S S . I

1906

1907

1908

L a t t a  
h c a s t e

B a i l i
Murray I s .

L a v i n i a  
Cifam I s . )
Toon T i e r n a  
Mabuiag I s .

Nay
Murray I s .

Maria  
Abo.

Mary
A b o . ( Y o r k i s . )

Anne Harnet  
Abo. ( D a m l e y  
I s . )

Maria Cooke 
Abo(Darnley IsO

a minor

17 y r s .O ld  

23 y r s .

H-usband

C h ar le s  Kowat 
Rotumah

F i d a l e
Rotumah

B i l l y  Rotumah.
5 . 5 . 1 .

Sevivu
R.otumah

C h ar le s  Corrie  
G i l b e r t  I s .

Samuel S u l l i v a n
5 . 5 . 1 .

Jimmy Yevie  
Tanna I s .

C h a r l i e  V/ollie
s . s . i ;

Rotumah

5 . 5 . 1 .  (L i f u )  

Manila  

Samoan

Remarks

17 y r s .  a t  T .  
good c h a r .

18 y r s . a t  Q1

5 . 5 . 1 .

Tom Solomon
5 . 5 . 1 .

C h ar le y  Daley
5 . 5 . 1 .

J o s i a h  S e la
5 . 5 . 1 .

A l b e r t  Warde
5 . 5 . 1 .

T . I .

T . I .

H a l f  c a s t e , T .

T . I .

T . I .

T . I .

T . I .

T . I .

T . I .

T . I .

recommended 
Mapoon leper
recommended by 
protector T.I.



Year ; i / i fe

1908 Essie
Abo.(Murray I s . ) j

Latu I
Abo . (Yam I s . )  |

Lily i
Abo. (Yam I s . )  j

Reniarks , Husband
I '
j Teetou

' George Kapiere 
Rotumah

John Wesley 
S amo a

I Reinarks
IJ
ireconmended by 
¡P ro ce cco r  T , I .



Japanese  Tom bstones

Weathered by  wind and water or even bu ried  under ant hills 

lie  one of the most u se fu l sources for e stab lish in g  the birthplaces of 

the Japan ese  women who ventured into A u stra lia  - the inscriptions on 

the Japan ese   ̂tom bstones in the cemetery on T h u rsd ay  Islan d .

In 1986, the pro ject of re sto r in g  the cemetery commenced 

u n d er the late Tom itoara Fujii, a p ioneer of the pearlshell fish e ry , 

w as partially  accom phshed in 1986; the names of 300 people were 

collected and 200 tombs rebuilt. U nfortunately , not all the tombstones 

in the cemetery on T h u rsd ay  Island pro v id e  the birthplaces of the 

Jap an ese  women who are  buried there. However, five of the eleven 

tombstones which reveal such inform ation indicate N agasaki-K en 

(p refectu re) a s  the place of b irth ; one was born in Hiroshima, 

another in Kumanamoto and two others in Saitoma and Wakayama 

pre fectu res re sp ec tiv e ly . Of the five women who died prior to the 

F ir s t  World War, fou r died whilst in th e ir  early  tw enties. The 

inscriptions on the tombstones of Ja p a n e se  males reveal some 

in terestin g  information regard in g  Jap an ese  m igratory patterns d u rin g  

the latter p art  of the 19th century.

10. For a copy of ’L ist of In scrip tion s on all the su rv iv in g  
tombstones on Japan ese  g rav es on T h u rsd ay  Island ’ re fe r  to 
Appendices section . I am indebted  to Mr. Michael P ercy , of 
the Jap an ese  Consulate General in Brisbane fo r k indly  
providing me with a copy of th is document compiled b y  D r. 
Mogi in 1986.



Of the 149 tombstones which remain in tact, 121 indicate 

Wakayama P refectu re  as the place of b irth . Ehime P re fectu re  appears 

as the b irth p lace  of 15 men. It is most likely that these were 

p e a r ld iv e rs , or worked in some asp ect of the fish erie s .

What the latter figu re s ind icate, particu larly  fo r  Wakayama 

p re fe c tu re , is the factor of chain migration. More recen tly , this 

phenomenon has been found to occur in various sou th ern  European 

communities coming to A u stralia , such  as the Greek an d  Italian. 

This a sp e c t  of Japanese immigration into A ustralia h as not yet been 

given much attention by academ ics study in g  the su b jec t.

11. L ec tu re  attended in 1986 a t  Macquarie U n iv e rsity , on the 
H isto ry  of Migration.



CONCLUSION

In the latter p art of the nineteenth and e a r ly  twentieth 

cen tu ries, Japan ese  secret p ro stitu te s  were allowed to e n te r  Australia 

to se rv e  the very  specific n eeds of the then newly developing 

capitah st sy stem . The Jap an ese  pearld iver provided  a  cheap and 

effective labour force, upon which Queensland came to be highly 

dependent, and the prostitute the means whereby the la t te r ’s sexual 

needs could be met. The v iru len t attacks on m iscegenation which 

ch aracterise  competitive race relations fu rth er sanctioned  the 

introduction of Japanese imbaifu.

Police and immigration o ffic ia ls ’ compliance and corruption  was 

a critical fac to r in ensuring that Queensland’s  immigration policy’s 

hidden agen d a  was put into e ffec t.

’Com petitive’ race relations involved the Ja p a n e se  pearl divers' 

exploitation of the Aborigine men and women in o rd er to gain  a more 

effective p lace  in the economy.

Ja p a n e se  brothels which, on the whole, did not op erate  on an 

ethn o-specific  b a s is , appear to have financially su p p o rte d  the 

b u sin ess speculations of Jap an ese  engaged  in the p e a r lin g  in d u stry ; 

a facto r which appears to have contributed s ig n ifican tly  to the 

position the la tter was able to achieve in the in d u stry ’s  h ierarch y ,

Although the 1902 Immigration Restriction Act slow ed down the 

direct e n try  of Japanese p ro stitu te s  into A ustralia , in tern ation al and



local sy n d ica te s  contirmed to operate the effective  ’un derground ’ 

tra ffick in g  of Japanese women fo r  a number of y e a r s  following the 

introduction of the Act. The participation  of ’prom inent public men’ 

in th is tra ff ic  and in the sh are of the profits is h igh ly  like ly .
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L ist of the D eceased Japan ese  People from the Cemetery on T hursday
Island  1877-1986.
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^  EQ ¥  ^

s 2 7 - 7 * 1 8 9 9
nE]Y^32-7-27

WAKAYAMA
TnsEX'Uj

NAKADOMARI. lYO 
#  3  -

F -  3 

F - 4  

F -  5

T O SI I I S U K E .C I l lN O  
MATS IJNOSKE.CHINO 
S '  K  iij m  
S '  T / i  m

s
s

332
332

7 - 7 - 1 8 9 4
1 0 - 4 - 1 8 9 8

tin #131-4-10

WAKAYAMA
m d :[h

IZUMO.SIIIONOMISAKI-MUIIA, WAKAYAMA-KEN

F -  6 324

F -  7 

F -  8

R I T S U . T A G U C l l l
[B P B

608

14-2-1888 
t]Ej#?21 -2-14

HIROSHIMA
K  a

3 9 HIROSHIMA JAPAN. (DIE 14TII FEBRUARY 1898 AGE 39 YEARS)

F -  9 605

F - I G 34 6

F - 1 1 602

F -  12

F -  13 39 9

F -  M 

F - 1 5  

F - 1 6  

F - 1 7  

F -  18

i 398 2 7 • 2  • 1 900 
W«)33-2-27

WAKAYAMA I Z U M O . S H I O N O M I S A K I - M U R A



N A M E 1 NU. UAIL ur 
DEATH

n /i 1 1 V L
PLACE

>>

G -  1

G -  2

G -  3 TETSUNOSKE.llARA S 2 4 • 1 0 • 1 9 0 0 WAKAYAMA 2 2 KUSlilMOTO.KIl JAPAN-

G -  4
ill ¿1 iJlj

611
tj^]^j33-10‘ 24 ill uD: ill E l *  t e f f  $ *  ( f t . 6 i i ; - £ i j K a e ± )

G -  5 614

G -  6

G -  7 616

G -  8 617

G -  9 619

G - 1 0

G - 1 1

G - 1 2

G - 1 3 624

G - 1 4 525

G - 1 5 626

G - 1 6 f 629

G -  17 KYUTAROO.KAWABATA s 3 0 • 6 ♦ 1 9 0 0 WAKAYAMA 2 1 OOAZA. IZUMO.SllIONOMlSAKl“ MURA.NISliIMURO-GUN,WAKAYAMA-KEN
G — 18

in Vifii ^  IljS i]lJYiii33-6-30 itlSil'LJj ill ¡a- ill Jil: 05 42 «1! iilJlUl' *  *  tt! JS

G — 19

G — 20
--------- ---------- ------------ ----



N A M E NO. DATE OF 
DEATH

NATIVE
PLACE

A G E A D D R E S S

H -  1

H -  2

H -  3 K 1 KU.MATSU . SAKATA S 2 0 • 9 •  1 90 1 WAKAYAMA 2 7 TANAM 1 • K 1 I
«  ffl 35 nf|Yéi34-9-20 m ik ih ^  -7 • ^  <  À

H -  4 HATSUTARO.KOZIMA $ 21 • 8 • 1 9 0  1 A I C 11 1 2 9 NAGOYA-SHl AIClIl-KEN
t  Eli llfjf634-8-21

H — 5 YASUTARO.KAJI S ' 21 • 7  • 190 1 WAKAYAMA 2 8 TANAM 1 • K 1 1
ill ?É1 ?c t  fijs 93fÓ3'l-7-21 in S f tO j A

H -  6 THURUKICIII.KOHIGASHI $ 1 8 • 7  ♦ 190 1 WAKAYAMA 2 8 T A N A M 1 • K I 1
ill n IJ]Ìii3'l-7-18 iUUftlLl A -7 • ^  A  ^  A

H -  7

H -  8 635

H -  9

H - 1 0

H - 1 1

H - 1 2 Sagred to Memory Nov e ni ber AGE
-OF-IIARRY-KAFOA 5 Til 1901 59YERS

H -  13

H -  H IIAFU-OLE SOSFFU JANUER1.29 ROTUMAll
lA-OLF RANI r FAU 1902

H - 1 5 BABE MAY SULLIVAN BORjN 28TH-MAY
DIE 8 Til FEB-

H - 1 6

H - 1 7

H ~ 1 8 657

H - 1 9

H —20





I -  1 

I -  2 

I -  3 

I -  4 

I -  5 

I -  6 

I -  7 

I -  8 

I -  9 

I -  10 

I -  11 

I - 1 2  

1 - 1 3  

I -  U 

I -  15 

I - 1 6  

I - 1 7  

1 — 18 

1 - 1 9  

1 —20

N A M E

I WAZOO. TS UMOTO 
^  ^  ^

SADAIIARU.OGINO
i'X Tf n:
Sl'NKlClll .TAKAl 
ivij -7f- 'fill
YUin . KASUGA 

1:1

AISEA.FONOMOA

S

S

NO,

664

DATE OF 
DEATH

1 2 • 1 2 • 1 902 
‘]qY{ î35-12-12

9 • 6 ‘ 1 9 0 2 
l])J7Fi35-6-9

BORN 30 
JANUARY 1876

NATIVE
PLACE

WAKAYAMA
TuSDciij

A I C II I 
|̂]

WAKAYAMA

WAKAYAMA
iUSa'Lil

A G E

2 2

2 9

A D D R E S S

TANAM I . K 1 1
A -f • ^  A  ^ A

0KIIDA-MIJRA,CIIITA-GIJN.A1C1I1-KEN. JAPAN
A  11 A  1̂1 D,l- ^  li] l'\
UENO.SlllONOMISAKl-MlJRA. NISHIMURO-GUN .WAKAYAMA-KEN
iti S&: Lii Pi A- JA m ±  r /
SlIIONOMISAKl“ WAKAYAMA-KEN JAPAN

NATIVE OF ROTUMAll ISLAND



r - 2 1

I - 2 2  

I - 2 3  

I - 2 4  

1 - 2 5  

I - 2 6  

I - 2 7  

I - 2 8  

I - 2 9  

I - 3 0  

I - 3 1

IIISAKICIII.SIBAZAKI 
^  *

GOROOZI . KANASIIIMA 
^  I'j Tl m ZA'

Sii I ROTANE 
ìÉ ^
M A S A 0 . M A T S IJ N 0

f f  IE ¿|£

$

S

674

DATI-: OF 
DFATII

3 1 • 8 • 1 9 5 0 
HaTtl25-8-3l

8-1938
HaiD13-8-
16-6-1938
[l{3itJl3-6-16

WAKAYAMA
iUSE'llj

WAKAYAMA 
Td i&i iJj

5 1

2 0

MlWASAKl-MAClll .SIllNGU-Slll. WAKAYAMA-KEN 
f  n :ik  l1 j ifil: ih'  H  'iiiii iiii urj

MlWASAKl-MAClll ,S11INGU-Sill 
in -R iU UÌ4: fr rtl H 'lift llitr WJ



DATE OF
DFATll

A G E A D D R E S S

J  -  1 

J  -  2 

J  -  3 

J - 4  

J  -  5 

J  -  6 

J  -  7 

J  -  8 

J  -  9 

J  - 1 0  

J  -  11 

J  -  12 

J  -  13 

J  -  M 

J  -  15 

J  -  16 

J  - 1 7  

J  — 18

S A T 0 M E . S U Z U K I  
^  Ul -k

. 11 A R AS A N K I C 
ilil ri
O T O MA T S U . H A S H  1 MATSU 

-ii
D 1 C K . S 1 C K K A M 0 N 1 li

706

7 0 2

1 • 8 ‘ 1 9 0 3 
UU^736-8-1

1 8 9 7

fin^30-
1915

DIE JULY 
2.3 RD 1903

WAKAYAMA
ÎNiX'lll

2 5

M I WA S A K I  . K I  1 
iL • iiî  iiij- A

3 5



K -  1 

K -  2 

K -  3 

K - 4  

K -  5 

K -  6 

K -  7 

K -  8 

K -  9 

K - 1 0  

K - 1 1  

K - 1 2  

K - 1 3  

K -1 4  

K - 1 5  

K - 1 6  

K - 1 7  

K — 18 

K —19 

K  —  2U

N A M L

TSUNESlllGE.TOYOMASU
^  '/IV r .

0 T 0 11 E 1 . Y A M A G U C H 1

W I L L I E ,  BAH 0 0

INU,

7 2 9

7 3 0

711

util: ui- 
DEATH

2 6 • 1 • 1 9 0 4 
n>j'lY?37-l-26

2 3 • 6 • 1 9 0 4 
t^]:i^37-6*23

ivi j 1 V i:
PLACE

NAGASAKI 
ñ  llitr

WAKAYAMA 
Í  0 SR ill

OOAZA-YAMADOOJINAMIARI MA-MURA.MINAMIKIRA-GUN,NAGASAKI- 
M Hkìr p. m m ,«i t 'ì  ih m  k e n

2 4 shionomisaki . nisiiimuro- gun. wakayama- ken



D E T E  O F  
D E A T H

K - 2 1

K - 2 2

K - 2 3 T  A  K E  0 . K U M A M O T O
m  i  itl ^

1 0 • 7  • 1 9 3 6 
HafHll-7-10

2 8



N A M E INU. UAii: ur
DEATH

n/U 1 V 1.
PLACE

r-k

L -  1 C II Y U J 1 . S H I 0 Z A K 1 $ 2 • 2 • 1 9 0 5 WAKAYAMA 2 7 KUSIIIMOTO. K1 1 . JAPAN
'/X fjl3Yfi38-2-2 » ¡ K lLi 13*. SM-F.

L -  2

L -  3 0 M 0 T 0 . W A T A N A B E ? 5-1907 2 1
iiS 2  y  -t b

L -  4

L -  5 O T O M A T S U . O K A D A $ 2-1905 2 7 T A N A M 1 . K 1 1
PI ffl ii +2 lJJYii?38-2

L -  6

L -  7 K 1 M U R A s- 1 1 -2-1906
■MX! ii)jYYl39-2-ll

L -  8 S A I N O S U K E . N O D A 3 1
ff m  i  nji

L -  9 M A S A H E I . W A D A 2 1 - 7-1905 WAKAYAMA 2 7 UEN0,N1SIMUR0-GUN,WAKAYAMA-KEN.
iD ffl iEJi T 0J3ii)38-7-21 fDiRdj fU®;Lii!RH4 l̂ili±5!?.

L -10

L -11

L -12 K U M A I C II 1 . A Z E J 1 s MIE.-KEN
ilk fife — Hllim

L -13

L - H

L -15 U N O S U K E .OKAMOTO s
P) *  ¥  i  Cjj

L -16 KICHITARO.KOYAMA s 7-11-1895 2 6
lJj -M ms i ljl3YiSi28-ll-7

L -  17

L -  18

L —  19

L —  20
- i ' '

-----,
—  —  - > ^  ________________





M -  1 A B E 1 1 - 1905 WAKAYAMA^]
M  iii i j l 3 Ì Ó 3 8 - l l - lasa-Lii

M  -  2

M -  3 T A K U Z O .  M U R A T A $ 1 8 - 1 2 - 1 9 0 5 KUMAMOTO 3 4
jt'ì  m  ^  M H g i Ó 3 8 - 1 2 - l 8 Ìfé A

M -  4 U K  1 CU 1 . Sll  1 R A l l A M A s 1 4 - 1 2 - 1 9 0 6 NAGASAKI 3 6
Q  ffi ■¥ Vi l i l J Ì Ì i 3 9 - 2- 1 4 ^  llili

M -  5

M -  6

M  -  7 S E I T  A R 0 . 11 A M A N 0 $ 2 0 - 3 - 1 9 0 B WAKAYAMA 2  4
r /  it’f A  nii u; i Ìéf39- ; )-20 Tu il): ili

M  -  8 U M E T A R O . T S U Z l U C l l l $ 1 - 1 0 - 1 9 0 6 WAKAYAMA 2  5
j ±  A  W  A  Hli l i J J Ì éi 39- 10- l TUilX'Ui

M -  9 Y O S U I M A T S U . W O D A $ 1 8 - 4 - 1 9 0 6 WAKAYAMA 3 8
m  s  ^ l i fJÌéi39-4-18 TnSRiij

M -  10

M - 1 1 S A N B E Y . K A Z 1 $ 6 - 5 - 1 9 0 8 3 4
i P  i Ó H  iij P; 3Ìéi 41-5-6

M - 1 2 793

M - 1 3

M - 1 4 K Y 0 T A R 0 . 1 C H 1 N 0 $ 8 - 4 - 1 9 0 7 KUMAMOTO 4  1
m  r /  ^  A  A  rjs B J Ì ^  4 0 - 4 - 8 A

3 1M - 1 5 U N O S U K E  . T A N U M A ’ s 2 0 - 8 - 1 9 0 7
EB ^  Hi] 4 0 - 8 - 20

M - 1 6

M - 1 7 Y O S I E . D E G U C I I I K A T A ? 7 - 3 - 1 9 0 7
tti p  A  3  A  31- O j 3 Ì Ó 40 - 3 - 7

M - 1 8 K A T S U M A . O K A M O T O $ 7 - 3 - 1 9 0 7
pg A  11^ R J Ì Ó 4 0 - 3 - 7

M - 1 9

M - 2 0 Y O S  1 T A R O , N A K A M U R A $ 1 7 - 8 - 1 9 0 7
A  A [ j f j i ^ 4 0 - 8 - 1 7

A Z A . O N Y A , KAWACHI - M U R A . IIOUTAKU-GUN , KUMAMOTO-KEN 

GO TO. MAT S UURA- GUN ( MI N AMI )  N A G A S A K l - K E N
SHi.ÌÌ}J.l-ÌÌÌfòÌlll̂ l52iÌj

OUAZA-NUNOIHKI,K1M11DERA-MURA.KAIS0-GUN,WAKAYAMA-KEN

T N A MI - MU R A , NI S 1 1 1 M U R 0 - G U N ,  WA KA Y A MA - KE N . J A P A N  
- À I 3 - k .
S H I ON OMI S AKI  , N1S 1 I 1 MUR 0- G UN ,  WAKAYAMA-KEN 

T  A N A M  I . K I I
-r • ^ ^ A

A Z A .  OOllORl K I . TSUDA- MURA.  K 1 KUC 1 - G U N . KUMAMOTO-KEN

T A N  A M  I . K  I I
^  ^  ^  ^ A

m i. Ail'A 3 

ii.A. A i l  A 3

O O A Z A - l l l M E . N I S l l I M U K l - M U R A
M [ii] t'j A  -T- ' ¡¿i





N A M E  1 NO. ÜATI;  ÜK 
DEATH

NATI Vh 
PL ACI

N -  1 806

N -  2 808

N -  3 I I A N R O K  . E N O M O T O s 2 5 * 2 ' 1 9 0 3 WAKAYAMA
m  A ' J l t í Yj - l l - Z - Z S tu ; d: ill

N  — 4 Y A M A K A W A
til Jl|

N  -  5 T S U N E S A B R O . N A K A N I S H I 3 1 0 - 2 * 1 9 1 0 WAKAYAMA
^  a ’ til I E  í!]i i J l j í Ó ' I J - Z - l ü i D í f t l i j

N  — b K A N 1 C II 1 . K 0 Z 1 M A 3 1 4 - 2 - 1 9 1 0 WAKAYAMA
l'!ñ ‘í í  rlí l ' l ] ? Y j 4 3 - 2 - H tu ¡0: tilN  — 7 82A

N - 8

N -  9 819

N - I U A Z U M A WAKAYAMA
3Ít íflía' li lN - 1 1

N - 1 2 816

N - 1 3 1 GUI MATSU.  YAMAGUCIil 3 WAKAYAMA
lli a  rÍT • t Uí f t l l j

N - M

N - 1 5 S A N G O R O .  I S I I I G A K I 3 2 7 - 1 - 1 9 0 8 WAKAYAMA
S  i a  Zr. S  CJ5 tusa-Lij

N - I G Y A S U N O J O .  l l A MA I I A T A 3 1908
illl '5: ¿  ® u; j í Yí 41-

N - 1 7 809

N  -  18 K A T S U U R A
- Y a  '  y  A

N - 1 9 Y (J K 1 C 11 I . 1 K E D A cY 1901 WAKAYAMA
Yiíi m  itj é- ijílYí'j34. t u  :a-iij

N - 2 0

1

2 2

2  O

UTA 1 -MURA.  IIIGASIIl  II l l l AUl i - GUN. WAKAYAMA- KEN.  JAPAN

u  G U 1 . K  I I 
-̂1’ •

U E N O . S I I I O N O MI S A K I - MU R A . N I S I I I MU R O - G U N .  WAKAYAMA-KEN 
í U :ft llj Üii Ei JIBll/F tí A HPf
U E N O . S I I I O N O MI S A K I - MU R A . N I S I I I MU R O - G U N .  WAKAYAMA-KEN 
tu Sft Ui iFJ.- iS 4‘- íJi £15 ií'yj lUp t̂ j ±

MI WA SAKI - MACI I I . I I I GASI I UI URO- CUN

SI I I O N O MI S A K I - MU R A . N I S I I I MU R O - G U N.  WAKAYAMA- KEN.  
tu:ftaj]l».E¿4iíüílK?¿IJll/P

I I I Z U . N I S I I I I I A T A - MU R A . I I I G A S I I I MU R O - G U N .  WAKAYAMA- KEN.  
t u  Sí); LÜ M  J]í 4^ íit ?i|5 E  ríi] t^l H  í|í

NI SI I I I I AT A- MURA.  III GASll IMURO- GUN.  WAKAYAMA-KEN 
t u  iík  LlJ H .l i l í  4^ íJÍ JIK a '  |ú] t í



N - 2 1

N - 2 2

N - 2 3

SHINNOSUKE.HAMAGUCHI
¿  Djj

5-9-1967
nj]:j^42-9-6

1



N A M E NO. DATE OF NATIVE A G E ' A ' DaD-f
DEATH PLACE

0 -  1 SOUMATSU.HIRAMATSU S 4-1-1910 WAKAYAMA 2 8 SHIONOMISAKI. \
¥  %■ D^^43-l-4 iDSftOj ííiJll̂ F0 - 2 SANNÜSUKE.MARUMOTO S 8-4-1909 WAKAYAMA U K U 1

0 - 3
ll}jiYi42-4-8 iUSR'lIj

0 - 4

0 -  5 C H U U Z 1 . N A K A N 0 s 26-2-1909 EHIME 3 2 AZA-KATAKUYA.NISHISOTOUMI-MURA.MINAMIUWA-GUN.EIIIME-KEN

0 - 6
4̂  Tf -Í4 DJ1^42-2-2G

0 -  7 FUMISUKE.MURAZUME s 12-1908 WAKAYAMA UENO.SIIIONOMISAKI.NISIIIMURO-GUN.WAKAYAMA-KENOP lit) fHSU'llj f  □ SR'Oj 25 111 íéU ll̂  F ±  1?0 —8 TOKUTARO.  NAOl Ó- WAKAYAMA UENO.SHIONOMISAKI.N1SH1MUR0-GUN,WAKAYAMA“ KEN
0 - 9

ür. ^  iS 4; up iUSa'Llj in Sft Oj IfRr 25 IS UP 7̂jJ ii/F ±  f f

0 - 1 0

0 - 1 1 KUMAKICHI.HASEGAWA $■ 1-10-1908 WAKAYAMA 3 3 TANAMl.Kll

0 - 1 2
S  'S Jl| ^ n^Y641-10-l iDSa'Lil -"f-i' • ÍÍ +  Í A

0 - 1 3 SEIZABURO.TAKEDA $• 10-11-1908 WAKAYAMA 2 1 UENO.SllIONOMISAKl.NISHIMURO-GUN.WAKAYAMA-KEN'17 EB -  np n;iY641-ll-10 iOSR ill m ill: Oj 25 ̂  ÍS UP ÍÍ-J511/ F ±  3f?0  — 14 SENKl bHl  .AZUMA s- 16-11-1908 WAKAYAMA UKUI-MURA.TODAl-GUN.WAKAYAMA-KEN
Vil -íilj w 99Y641-11-1G ia!U:Lljjfi{:3ícé'UP¥::í îlFi50  — 15 FUSATARO.YAMAGUCHl s 1909 N1SHIS0T0UM1-MURA.M1NÁM1UWA-GUN. I YOlij p M fip» D>1Y642- EHIME ^í;ím¥iDUP25;^71ai5ü — 1 b

0 - 1 7 FUMITARO.YAMAZAKl s 4-12-1910 2 3
DJY^43-12-4

0 - 1 8

0 - 1 9 YOSHIMATSU.KOURA s 8-7-1911 WAKAYAMA 2 0 AZA“ K0URA.N1SIÍINATA-MURA.1IIGASH1MUR0-GUN,WAKAYAMA-KEN
M W D^Y644-7-8 '4a®:aj ifl 2R lij 1̂ -m ^  UP 25 ^  ¥  ?1110 — 2Ü YAJIRO. SH I WOYOSE s 4-11-1909 WAKAYAMA 2 6 UEN0.SHI0N0M1SAK1.NISHIMUR0-GUN,WAKAYAMA-KEN?4f] ^  fiP d;3Y^42-11-4 iDSRlij ÍU!ftLÍJJlii254^ÍSUP)'tlJll/F±lí



0 - 2 1

0-22

0 - 2 3

0 - 2 4

0 - 2 5

S A D A I C H I . M A E J I 
nti ilk ifj

28.1.1909
f]^:i^42-l»28

WAKAYAMA
insRiij

1 8 

2 4 UENO.SillONOMISAKl.NISHIMURO-GUN.WAKAYAMA-KEN

1



p -  1

P -  2

P - 3

P - 4

P -  5

P - 6

P -  7

P - 8

P - 9

P - 1 0

P - 1 1

P - 1 2

P - 1 3

P - 1 4

P - 1 5

P - 1 6

P - 1 7

P - 1 8

P - 1 9

P - 2 0

YOSHI MATSU. KANO 
M ^
tllKOTARO.DEGUCIIl 
m a m -M flii 
TOKUMATSU . MAECll I 
HU ±l!i % 
MASAEMON.WAKIGUCHl 

P © iTj P̂i

F U N A K 0 S II

TOOKICIII .SHIOSAKI
Hi)] B
K1JYURO.YAMAGUCHl 
ill p ^  -P ills 
YOSlil MATSU. TERAMOTO 
^

MOMOMATSU . TAKEDA 
V; E  S
SANKlCHI. lllRAMATSU

r: ^
KUSUMATSU. TSUJ l  
i± lilj Tii
SlllNJ IRO. TORISIIIMA 
.% Ilia m A His 
UNOSUKE . NAKAMURA 
4̂  H ^  ^  fii)

NO. DATE OF 
DEATH

NATIVE
PLACE

A G E '
A D D R E S S

$ 856 2-1926 WAKAYAMA MIWASAKI.
^iF.15-2 iaSRilj

$ 1910 WAKAYAMA UENO.SHIONOMISAKI.WAKAYAMA-KEN
ujJYil43- iusDaJj iUlRUliilJll/l' ± r /

s 10-1910 WAKAYAMA 2 0 T A N A M 1
R^i^43-10 < A

s 4-1909 wakayamA 3 7 KATHIJURA.KI I
OJJfri42-4- itlSDCllj ^ 4 ' - /V 5> A

EllIME EllIME-KEN
■i® «■

880

s 13-4-1910 WAKAYAMA 3 4 UENO.WAKAYAMA-KEN
ug:i^43-4-13 iOSRiij ± $ f

s 24-2-1910 WAKAYAMA 3 1 SHIONOMISAKI.WAKAYAMA-KEN
(3^Ŷ 43-2-24 ■mikih ■ m iu w m

s 19-2-1910 WAKAYAM'A 3 3 WAFUKA-MURA.NISHIMURO-GUN,WAKAYAMA-KEN
ligY643-2-19 insRiij

$ 10-6-1910 WAKAYAMA 2 6 TANAMI.KII
^:7643-6-10 faSR'llj. ^4 * * ^ i - ^ A

s 24-6-1910 WAKAYAMA 3 0 UENO.WAKAYAMA-KEN
ng:i^43-6-24 iaSRllj mi]X\h ± T f m ±

s 10-9-1910 wakayamA HIKATA-MACHl. KAlSO-GUN,WAKAYAMA-KEN
91^43-9-10 iiiiia'iij

s 14-10-1910 2 5
b;1^43-10-14

s 10-11-1910 WAKAYAMA 2 0 UENO.WAKAYAMA-KEN
D^Y643-11-10 #0 SR ill iOSRllj ± f f



P - 2 1  
P - 2 2  
P - 2 3  
P - 2 4  

P - 2 5  

P - 2 6  

P - 2 7  

P - 2 8

SA0AJ1RÜ. NAKAN0
r/ $  ills

TOMOKICIII . KAMICHI 
i :  ilk
H E I S U K E . 0 Z A K I 
m lliJi ¥• Djj

M I T H U U . O G A W A
/Jn Jl| H

10. 10.1911 
k)J:î 44-10-10

18.7.1911
Ĥ :î 44-7-18
2.2.1910 
n;jí'éí43-2-2
1.2.1910 
0^^43.2.1

16.2.1911
ijgi^44-2-16

WAKAYAMA
Tusa* 111

WAKAYAMA
ÍHSaÜJ

WAKAYAMA
InsaOj'

WAKAYAMA
iUSailj

2 8

2 1 

3 5

2 2

TANAMI.K11
A- 'f ♦ ^ ^  A

NISHIMURO-GUN.WAKAYAMA-KEN

MIWA. WAKAYAMA-KEN 
íaíaUim E-jflíí

UENO. WAKAYAMA-KEN
frisaiiim



U l«< V 4 11 ...... .

Q -  1 SE1K1C111.TAKEDA s 21-4-1910 WAKAYAMA 2 8
ffl m k/]Y043-4-21 iDili'lij

Q -  2

Q -  3 0 K 1 Y 0 . H A M A D A 3‘ 19] 1 NAGASAKI 3 1
VA HI r<r 3 UH'7044-3- ^  llî

Q - 4

Q -  5

Q -  6 TAROICHI. YAKURA $ 27-M911 WAKAYAMA 3 8
^  1  ̂ 'M ftis ili tnY^i44-l-27 itm&lLlj

Q -  7 TOKUMATSU.HAMAHATA s 2-1921
iS «1 iS fc ±jf. l0-2

Q -  8 JINZABURO.MATIIUNAMI s 6-2-1911 WAKAYAMA 2 1
^  H ills P;3Y044-2-6 iaiftiLi

Q - 9 S E 1 J 1 R 0 . 0 D A $ 20-1-1911 WAKAYAMA 2 0
M EH ® Y6 ais Dj3Yi 4̂4-l-20 ill 211:01

Q -10 KATSUSABURO.SHIMIZU s 1910 EHIME
m m m 1JHŶ 43-

Q-11

Q -12 HARUROKU . KAMIClIl s 22-1-1911 WAKAYAMA 2 8
ii ilk B>]Y044-l-22

Q -13 AKAKABE $ EHIME'
*

Q -14 CHOUEMON.MlNATOYA s 19-7-1911 WAKAYAMA 1 8
^  m PI EiljY044-7-19 in 25:0]

Q- 1 5 0 T 0 J 1 . H A M A s 19-10-1911 2 5
m ^  'A kl3Ŷ i44-10-19

Q -16

Q-17 r

Q -18 S U E Z O . S A S A K I s 25-10-1911 MIE-KEN' 1 8
’ i t  A' Tfs ^  E iJqYi^44-10-25 Eimm

i Q -  19 MANKlCHI.OKAZAKI $ 12-10-1911 wakayamA 2 1
j R5J llijf l i  ^ 0^7044-10-12 in2U:ilj

Q-20

fw m p a w iiw if l ia M Sl̂ 8■
iliffiiili!!!

UENO. WAKAYAMA-KHN
±!üf ( )

UEDAMAClll. NAGASAKI-KEN
üi-i:

KUSlllMOTO-MAClll.NlSIllMURü-GUN.WAKAYAMA-KEN
D;jYö45-

UENO. NISIIIMURO-GUN.WAKAYAMA-KEN

SIllONOMlSAKl.WAKAYAMA-KEN

FUNAKOSlll.lYO 
-Y 3 •
WAKAYAMA-KEN

UENO. WAKAYAMA-KEN 
iniROjjiK- ±5?
EHIME-KEN

UKUI-MURA..HIGASHIMURO-GUN, WAKAYAMA-KEN

OAZA-MIURA.SANNOSE.KITANEI-GUN.MIE-KEN 

WABUKA-MURA, NI Slil MURO-GUN .WAKAYAMA-KEN



Q - 2 1

Q - 2 2

Q - 2 3

Q - 2 4

Q - 2 5

Q - 2 6

Hl S AI CHl . K1YOYAMA
^  LÜ A  m
TSUGISUKE. l lAYASHl  
^  'iX Djj
T A R 0 . 0 G A M E 

filS

1-2»1911
i]L]^44-2-l
M911

EllIME

WAKAYAMA
TtJSiJCLij

1 9 TAIBO.MINAMIUWA-GUN.EIIIME-KEN 
Ík Í n ÜK jrjc

UENO. WAKAYAMA-KEN
itisa'Lijm ±31?



N A M E NO. DATE OP NATIVE A G E A D D R E S S
DEATH PLACE

R -  1
R -  2 1 W A K 1 C II 1 . Y A B U $ 24-8-1912 2 1

n  ^ •>:IEl'8-24 »$ jd-i
R -  3 M 1 M A T S IJ . 1 K E 11 A T A S 7-1912 WAKAYAMA TAKAIKE-MACIII.WAKAYAMA-KEN

ilk iW E. h;?Y645-7- fusDaij
R -  4 CHIKAZO.YAMAGUCHI s 1912 ElllME NAKAURA.lYO

lLj P :̂ IE1 -Y 3 - y-y] 0 y
R -  5

R -  6 OTOK 1 Cll 1 . MASUDA s- 1912 ElllME FUNAKOSlll. lYO
S D;jiYi45- -Y 3 - 7 ' f y ' y

R -  7 TOKIJJI.MIYAGAKI 
i l  %  A

S

R -  8 DAIKICHI.KOBAYASHI S 1912
/Jn #

R -  9 BUNTARO.lilRAMATSU S 26-3-1912 WAKAYAMA 2 1 UENO.SlllONOMISAKl.NlSlilMURO-GUN.WAKAYAMA-KEN
± B i]EiYik45-3-26 iaSDiLij it] «)aij lli'v 25 ̂  ̂  ITl i«] il̂H ±  S?

R-10 MITSUNOSUKE.UMINO S
m yt :t aj]

SR-11 MAGOSllIRO.FUTAKAWADA 1912 1 9
n  iu] EB m m B 0;iî 44-

R-12

R-13
R-14

R-15 KISABURO.TAKAMATSU s 5-4-1914 WAKAYAMA 2 1 TANAMl.Kll
m S  H  fiii :;̂ IE3-4-5- ' i-asa'iij ^4' -

R-15
R-17

R-18

R-19 K E N T A R O . M 1SAWA $ 28-7-1913 WAKAYAMA 2 7 UENO. WAKAYAMA-KEN
H  iR iil aii ^IE2-7-28 iDSKlIj ± S ?  ( ) J i t

R-20 KYUUTARO. NODA s 17-6-1913 WAKAYAMA 2 1 UENO. WAKAYAMA-KEN
E  ^  fiii :*ClE2-6-17 itJSR'Oj



A G E A D D R E S S

R - 2 1
R - 2 2
R - 2 3
R - 2 4
R - 2 5
R - 2 6
R - 2 7
R - 2 8
R - 2 9
R - 3 Ü
R - 3 1

CHOU TARO.  MAEJl  
ilii ilk S  iiis 
M A S A K 1 C ÍI I . K A J I 
)n\ if: f-f

N 0 B U M A . N A K A tl I R A
't' ¥  ,ri
SENTARÓ.K0SHICH1DA 
M lU {ill -k fili 
M I T S U Z 0 . W A D A
ill Hi j t  3:
J ISABURÓ.S1110ZAKI 
ííO H EÜ
T A R Ó . SATOMASU 
Ml m k  Pvli

950

1-9-1913 
;^nil-9-l 
15 • 3 • 1912 

tJlJ?ííH5-3-ir)

1911

1911
kl{í̂ í44-
1 7 ' M 9 l l
i]lj^44-M7
21-2-1911
kM^44-2*2]
27*2-1911
fjg^44-2-27

WAKAYAMA
ÍUÜR'ilj

WAKAYAMA
itiíD:ü.i

EHIME

EHIME
-m m

WAKAYAMA 
I'D SÜ; ill 

WAKAYAMA 
iusuciJj 

WAKAYAMA

2 4

3 4

1 9 

3 0 

1 9

SlilONOMlSAKI. WAKAYAMA-KEN
ÍUSR'lljy.lriííjjll/F idJjjté lü[l¿
TANABE-MACIIl. NISIllMURO-GUN. WAKAYAMA-KEN

NAKAMURA.i YO 
-Y 3 ' k k  J^y 
FlJNAKOSlil. lYO 
-r 3 • y k y k
111SAM1. SIIÜSAM1 -MURA. NI Sil 1MURO-GUN. WAKAYAMA-KEN 

jlt'j Q # Jl
UENO. WAKAYAMA-KEN 
fUSftlÜHíl: ^ l i j jé
UKUI-MURA. 111 GASHl MURO-GUN. WAKAYAMA-KEN 
í  u üíi: üj m jií Mí IIB A ̂  p

J



N A M E NO. DATE OF
DEATH

NATIVE
PLACE

A G E A D D R E S S  '

S -  1 S H 1 N G 0 . MAEJ 1 MA 21.NOVEMBER 2
(1916) MONTHS

S -  2 1000

S -  3 E 1 J 1 R 0 . K A S U G A s 1915 WAKAYAMA 4 3 SllIONOMISAKl.WAKAYAMA-KEN. JAPAN
0 «1: Eli •AIE3-6-2G i-niftilj faSREmii^lliP i l t

S -  4

S -  5

S -  6

S -  7

S -  8

S -  9

S - 1 0 ASAK I CH I . SUBANA $ 13-12-1928 WAKAYAMA ■ MlWASAKl
pafD3«12-13

S - 1 1 QU 1 C H 1 . TANAKA s 24*3*1915 WAKAYAMA 2 9 UENO. WAKAYAMA-KEN
E 4̂ :;‘;:IE4-3-24 iOSRlij faSREl?.: h f f  (

S - 1 2

S - 1 3 USHIMATSU.KlSHlNO s 7-l'1914 WAKAYAMA’ MlWASAKl
uU7̂ Sf ^IE3-l-7 fa «RE — A

S -14 UMEKICH . SUGIMOTO 18-M914 WAKAYAMA MlWASAKl. HIGASHIMURO-GUN.WAKAYAMA-KEN
\(H ^ : ^ I 3 - M 8 fasRE faSR E  Wi tiTj A

S - 1 5

S - 1 6

S - 1 7

S - 1 8 SHOUZABURO.AZUMA 3-1M913 WAKAYAMA 2 4 UKUl-MACHl, HlGASHlMURO-GUN.WAKAYAMA-KEN
l± H fiH :^IE2-ll-3 fa ¡IRE fa HR E  M m A #  nrr ̂  A

S -19

S - 2 0 KUMAKlCll] .TANIGUCfll s 11-2-1912 WAKAYAMA NISIIIMURO-GUN. WAKAYAMA-KEN
'4 p □ y^^45-2-ll faSRE faSREPî HSE3î 31B ' '



S - 2 1  T E T S U K I C H I . M A T S U B A R A
Bis Ta'

S - 2 2  T E 1 . Y 0 S H 1 D A 
ra r  'Y 

S - 2 3  S A K U M A T S U  . T A R A S E  
m fF

S - 2 4  T O  R U T  A R O . R A N E T A
^  Ffl ÍÍ. A' fiji

S  - 2 5

S - 2 6  R A N  J I R O . S H I O  Z A R  
m ükí m B 

S - 2 7  O T O M A T S I J . R O B O R .

S - 2 8  R A N E Y O S l l  I . H A M A D A
rS  LS áÍ2 15.

2 7 - 3 - 1 9 1 1
f]í]YÓ44-3-27
4 - 3 - l [ ) l l
iJ{JYÖ44-3'4
7-3-1911
o;jYÓ44-3-7

15- 2-1911 
fjL]YÍj44-2-15
16- 6 G 9 1 1  
D̂ Ŷ 44-G-1G

WARAYAMA
íri!íü:üj

NAGASARl
llk̂í

WARAYAMA
ílIiRlIj

WARAYAMA
íüsa’lLi

WARAYAMA
iüäöClJj

WARAYAMA
ÍHSa'ÜI
ElllME

lit

• 3 7 

2 4 

2 2

2 3

KUSIIIMOTO
■ föliK •

R A T S U S A - M U R A . R O R A I - G U N . N A G A S A R l - R E N  ;t)ü!í

U E N O .  WARAYAMA-REN 
ÍUSa'LljllIl- ± r /
U E N O.  WARAYAMA-REN

j :r /

U E N O .  WARAYAMA-REN
íüSftÜlÜfl- ± .T f  ' í g 7 í f . - F ’ ]
OOURA.  N I S H I N A T A - M U R A .  I I I GASI I I MURO-GUN.  WARAYAMA-REN 
ÍH SDC ih iTíl- Jir zH írg ^  ^|}
FUNAROSI I I .  l YÜ
fjffii m









N A M E NO. DETE OF 
DEATH

NATIVE
PLACE

A G E

u -21

u -22

u -23

u -24 ASATARO. KANZAKI S 1915 WAKAYAMA 2 3

u -25
il* 7̂  A ills AIE4 insftiü

u -26

u -27 YONEKAZU. SAI TO s 14-9-1914 WAKAYAMA 2 3
^  A - AIE3-9-14 ÎtlSRUlu -28 TSUNEJ  I RO. YODA s 17-9-1914 WAKAYAMA 2 0
ft E  S  Zi: fili AIE3-9-17 I d “REu -29 MANZO.  OKUMURA s 29-4-1915 2 1
»  «  ifi M AIE4-4-29

u -30

u -31

u -32

u -33

u -34

u -35

u -36
1

u -37

u - 3 8 TAKEO.KUMAMOTO s 10-7-1936 2 8
A it HaiDll-7-lü

u -39 M A S A 0 . MATSUNO s
ÏÎ IE m

u - 40

A D D R E S S

miwa. wakayama- ken 
ÎUüR'UjJ/iirH'tliaCOA

HASH IKUl.NISHIMURO-GUN.WAKAYAMA-KEN 

TANAM I











W-21

W- 22

W- 23

W- 24

W- 25

DF.TE OF 
DFATH

NATIVE
PLACE













APPENDIX 2 
PHOTOGRAPHS

Acknowledement is  made to the MitcheU L ib ra ry  for th eir k in d  
perm ission tcv u se  these photogaphs.

Ja p a n e se  women in Kalgoorlie. "Western A ustralia ,

American p o ste r  for 1937 A ustralian  film, originally  en titled  
’L o v ers and L u g g e rs ’ , fea tu rin g  a Chinese actor p u b lic ise d  a s  
’A u stra lia ’s  Charlie Chan’ .

Coach leasnng Koolgardie, p ro b ab ly  around the tu rn  of the 
c e n tu ry .

C oolgard ie , 1927. The A fghan in fluence in town.

C o o lg a rd ie . Minin g .

6. M unicipal Chambers and Anghcan C h urch , Kalgoorhe.

7. Hanna S tr e e t , looking E ast. K algoorlie.

8. Ja p a n e se  d iver,
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