
SECURITY AND BELONGING: 
RECONCEPTUALISING ABORIGINAL SPATIAL 

MOBILITIES IN YAMATJI COUNTRY, 
WESTERN AUSTRALIA 

Sarah Prout 

BSc (Hons) University of Western Australia 

A PhD thesis submitted to 
Department of Human Geography 

Division of Environmental and Life Sciences 
Macquarie University 

December 2006 



Copyright in relation to this Thesis 

Under the Copyright Act 1968 (several provision of which are referred to 
below), this material must be used only under the normal conditions of 
scholarly fair dealing for the purposes of research, criticism or review. 
In particular no results or conclusions should be extracted from it, nor 
should it be copied or closely parahrased in whole or in part without the 
written consent of the author. Proper written acknowledgement should be 
made for any assistance obtained from this material. 

Under Section 35 (2) of the Copyright Act 1968 'the author of a literary, 
dramatic, musical or artistic work is the owner of any copyright subsisting 
in the work*. By virtue of Section 32 (1) copyright 'subsists in an original 
literary, dramatic, musical or artistic work that is unpublished' land of 
which the author was an Australian citizen, an Australian protected person 
or a person resident in Australia. 

The Act, by Section 36(1) provides: 'Subject to this Act, the copyright in a 
literary, dramatic, musical or artistic work is infringed by a person who, 
not being the owner of the copyright and without the licence of the owner 
of the copyright, does in Australia, or authorises the doing in Australia of, 
any act comprised in the copyright'. 

Section 31 (1) (a) (i) provides that copyright includes the exclusive right 
to 'reproduce the work in a material form'. Thus, copyright is infringed 
by a person who, not being the owner of the copyright, reproduces or 
authorises the reproduction of a work, or of more than a reasonable 
part of the work, in a material form, unless the reproduction is a 'fair 
dealing' with the work 'for the purpose of research or study' as further 
defined in Sections 40 and 41 of the Act. 

Section 51 (2) provides that "Where a manuscript, or a copy, of material of 
other similar literary work that has not been published is kept in a library 
of a university or other similar institution or in an archives, the copyright 
in the material or other work is not infringed by the making of a copy of 
the material or other work by or on behalf of the officer in charge of the 
library or archives if the copy is supplied to a person who satisfies an 
authorized officer of the library or archives that he requires the copy for 
the purpose of research or study'. 

* Thesis' includes ' treatise', ' dissertation' and other similar productions. 



m 
MACQIJARIE 
UNIVERSITY—-SYDNEY 

HIGHER DEGREE THESIS 
AUTHOR'S CONSENT 

DOCTORAL 

This is to certify that I, Sarah Margaret Prout being a candidate for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy am aware of the policy 

of the University relating to the retention and use of higher degree theses as contained in the University's Doctoral Degree 

Rules generally, and in particular rule 7(10). 

In the light of this policy and the policy of the above Rules, I agree to allow a copy of my thesis to be deposited in the 

University Library for consultation, loan and photocopying forthwith. 

ignature of Candidate 

&ui4-4 
Signature of Witness 

Date this rk. day of. J2 •20O£ 

M 
MACQIJARIE 
UNIVEf lSITYi -SYDNCY 

The Academic Senate on 13 July 2007 resolved that Sarah Margaret Prout had satisfied the 
requirements for admission to the degree of Doctor of Philosophy. 

This thesis represents a major part of the prescribed program of study. 



t 

11 



ABSTRACT 

This dissertation explores contemporary Aboriginal spatial practices in Yamatji 
country, Western Australia, within the context of rural service provision by the State 
government. The central themes with which it engages are a) historical and 
contemporary conceptualisations of Aboriginal spatialities; b) the lived experiences 
of Aboriginal mobilities in the region; and c) the dialectical, and often contentious, 
relationship between Aboriginal spatial practices and public health, housing, and 
education services. Drawing primarily on a range of field interviews, the thesis opens 
up a discursive space for examining the cultural content and hidden assumptions in 
constructions of 'appropriate' models of spatial mobility. In taking a policy-oriented 
focus, it argues that the appropriate provision of basic government services requires a 
shift away from overly simplistic assumptions and discourses of Aboriginal mobility. 
Until the often subtle practices of rendering particular Aboriginal mobilities as 
irrational, deviant, and/or mysterious are challenged and replaced, deep-colonising 
practices in rural and remote Australia will persist. 

The thesis reconceptualises contemporary Aboriginal spatial practices in Yamatji 
country based upon an examination of dynamics and circumstances that undergird 
Aboriginal mobilities in the region. With this empirical focus, it argues that 
Aboriginal spatial practices are fashioned by the processes of procuring, cultivating 
and contesting a sense of security and belonging. Case study material presented 
suggests that two primary considerations inform these processes. A post-settlement 
history of contested alienation from family and country (both sources from which 
belonging and security were traditionally derived), and a changing engagement with 
mainstream social and economic institutions, have produced a context in which 
security and belonging are iteratively derived from a number of sources. 
Contemporary Aboriginal spatial practices therefore take a complex variety of forms. 
The thesis concludes that adopting the framework of security and belonging for 
interpreting contemporary Aboriginal mobilities provides a starting point for 
engaging more effectively and intentionally with dynamic Aboriginal spatial 
practices in service delivery policy and practice. 
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